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EGYPT 


New Income Tax Law Regulations Clarified 


94AF0061A Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic 
12 Jan 94 pp 8, 9 


[Interview with Fathi 'Abd-al-Baqi, tax authority 
chairman, by ’Ala’-al-Din Mustafa; place and date not 
given] 


[Text] Now that unified tax law No. 187 of 1993 has 
been promulgated, its provisions will go into effect as of 
1 January 1994, A major question arises here: How will 
this law apply to wages and the like? 


AKHIR SA’AH has interviewed Muhammad Fathi 
*Abd-al-Baqi, first undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Finance and Tax Authority chairman, and addressed to 
him this and other important questions: What are tax- 
able revenues? What are the exemptions listed by the 
law? What about pensions? The interview has asked 
these and numerous other questions. 


To start, Fathi ’Abd-al-Baqi pointed out that the unified 
tax law will be implemented as of Januar, 1994. This law 
was issued to amend some provisions of income tax law 
No. 157 of 1981. With the promulgation of the unifie” 
tax law, the general income tax, with all its pros anu 
cons, has been abolished. Moreover, the unified tax has 
alleviated the tax burden for employees. An employee 
with a gross income from his job amounting to 800 
pounds monthly will not be subject to any tax, meaning 
that nearly 9,600 pounds will not be taxable. 


Moreover, pensioners will not be subject to the tax. 
*Abd-al-Baqi also pointed out that the executive regula- 
tions will be issued within three months as of the date of 
publication of the law in the Official Gazette. 


[Mustafa] How will the income tax on salaries and the 
like be calculated under the unified tax law? 


[’Abd-al-Baqi] The Tax Authority has issued circular No. | 
of 1994 on the provisions governing salaries and the like in 
law No. 187 of 1993, which amends some provisions of the 
income tax law promulgated by law No. 157 of 1981. The 
circular states that the provisions of this law shall apply to 
salaries and the like as of | January 1994. 


As for applying provisions of the law, this law has 
maintained all the objective and executive regulations 
and procedures enacted in the income tax law promul- 
gated by law No. 157 of 1981 on salaries and the like, 
adding to them the following: 


¢ Law No. 187 of 1993 treats non-shareholder members 
and chairmen of the executive boards of the public 
business sector companies the same as members and 
chairman of executive boards of public sector compa- 
nies, subjecting the salaries and bonuses they receive to 
the provisions governing salaries and the like in accor- 
dance with paragraph 4 of article 49. Meanwhile, the 
law treats shareholder chairmen and members the same 
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as chairmen and members of executive boards of pri- 
vate sector joint-stock companies, subjecting their sal- 
aries, bonuses, and the like to the provisions of the 
“movable capital revenues’”’ in accordance with the 
stipulation of paragraph 11 of article 6. The law also 
subjects salaries and the like collected by commissioned 
executive board chairmen and members to the provi- 
sions governing “salaries and the like,” up to 5,000 
pounds and in accordance with the conditions and rules 
established in paragraph 5 of article 49. Any sum in 
excess of 5,000 pounds will be subjected to the tax on 
the movable capital revenues. 

e It has included in the tax vessel any hazardous work 
allowance exceeding 480 pounds, not 240 pounds, and 
any representation allowance exceeding 2,500 pounds, 
not 3,000 pounds. 

¢ The law releases completely the exemption established 
for the wages of daily workers, provided that they are not 
employed permanently and that they have no source of 
income other than their daily wages. 

¢ It establishes for wage earners and the like a personal 
exemption of 2,000 pounds annually, plus the 10-percent 
deduction established for carning the income. 

¢ It establishes a new exemption for free or reduced-price 
tickets given by transportation companies, whether air- 
lines or maritime companies, [to their workers]. 

¢ The law exempts wage earners from submitting the 
annual tax statement stipulated in article 91 for wages 
and the like. It also exempts them from listing such 
salaries and the like in the said statement, even if they 
have other income elements, such as commercial and 
industrial activity revenues and real estate wealth 
revenues. 

e It raises the exemption limit established by law No. 
157 of 1981 for family burdens, increasing it as 
follows in accordance with article 88: 


1. A total of 1,440 pounds annually for a single 
taxpayer. 


2. A total of 1,680 pounds annually for a married 
person who supports no children or an unmarried 
person who supports one or more children. 


3. A total of 1,920 pounds annually for a married 
person supporting one or more children. 


New Provisions 
The law has also added the following provisions: 


¢ It has raised the maximum age of a dependent son or 
daughter to 28 years, if the dependent is a student in 
any educational phase, regardless of whether univer- 
sity education or otherwise. 

¢ It considers either parent a dependent if the taxpayer 
is actually their sole supporter. 


The law has also made the following taxable: 


¢ Sums paid to foreign experts employed for no more 
than 183 days annually, regardless of whether consec- 
utive or interspersed days. 
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¢ Sums collected by taxable employees from parties 
other than their original employers, as stipulated in 
article 52. 


In both cases, the tax applies to these sums without any 
deduction, whether for living or family burdens. The tax 
rate will be 20 percent for any sums up to 50,000 pounds 
and 32 percent for any sums in excess of 50,000. 


Taxable Revenues 
[Mustafa] What revenues are taxable? 


[’Abd-al-Baqi] Article 49 of the law defines them clearly. 
The tax applies to the following revenues: 


e Salaries and the like, wages, bonuses, and lifelong 
revenues, excluding insurance dues, which are paid to 
any person, regardless of whether living in Egypt or 
abroad, by the Egyptian Government, by local gov- 
ernment units, by public authorities and other public 
persons, and by funds governed by law No. 54 of 
1975, issuing the private insurance funds law, and by 
law No. 64 of 1980 concerning alternative private 
social security funds. 

e Salaries and the like, wages, bonuses, and lifelong 
revenues, “excluding pensions,” paid by private cum- 
panies, establishments, and organizations and by edu- 
cational institutes and individuals to any person 
living in Egypt and to any person living abroad for 
services rendered in Egypt. 

e Salaries and bonuses of chairmen and members of 
public sector companies’ executive boards. 

e Salaries and bonuses of non-shareholder chairmen 
and members of executive boards of public business 
sector companies. 

e Sums collected for administrative work by: 


A. Executive board chairmen and members commis- 
sioned to join the executive boards of private 
sector joint-stock companies, provided that their 
contribution to the company capital doesn’t 
exceed the limit set as a condition for executive 
board membership. 


B. Directors of private sector joint-stock companies 
whose contribution to the company capital doesn’t 
exceed the limit required by the law for executive 
board membership. 


Under all circumstances, it is conditional that no more 
than four persons defined by name in each company 
shall benefit from this provision, and only within the 
limits of 5,000 pounds annually per person, regardless of 
whether the sum is a fixed sum, a percentage of the net 
profit, or something else. 


Settlement of Taxes Due 


(Fathi ’Abd-al-Baqi added) as for the revenues included 
in the tax vessel, they are defined by the following 
articles: 
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Article 50. Revenues included in the tax vessel shall be 
determined for every part of the year in which any 
taxable revenue is obtained according to the duration of 
this part and on the basis of the monthly revenue, after it 
is converted into annual revenue. 


In case change occurs in the taxable revenue, the calcu- 
lation of this revenue shall be amended as of the date of 
the change or the basis of the new revenue, after it is 
converted into annual revenue. 


As for accrued salaries and the like, wages, and bonuses 
that are paid in a lump sum in a certain year, the accrued 
sum shall be divided over the accrual years, the revenues 
included in the tax vessel shall be recalculated for each 
year, and taxes due shall be settled on this basis. 


Article 51. Excluding the stipulation of paragraph 8 of 
article 6 of this law, taxable revenues shall be determined 
in the manner shown below on the basis of the total 
salaries, wages, recompense, bonuses, allowances, life- 
long revenues—excluding pensions—and cash and in- 
kind benefits obtained by the taxpayer: 


First, the tax shall not apply to the representation 
allowance or entertainment allowance unless it exceeds 
2,500 pounds annually, provided that the allowance 
doesn’t exceed the original salary, recompense, or wages 
and that no exemptions established in accordance with 
special laws are violated. 


Second, the tax shall not apply to sums collected by 
workers as production incentives, provided that the 
incentives are within the limits of 100 percent the 
original salary, recompense, or wages and that they don’t 
exceed 3,000 pounds annually. 


[Third], in applying the provisions of this law the fol- 
lowing shall be considered production incentives: 


A. Sums paid by the government, local government 
units, public authorities, and public sector companies 
and units as production incentives in accordance 
with the laws and regulations governing such incen- 
tives. 


B. Sums paid by private sector establishments governed 
by the provisions of this law to increase production or 
to enhance their service level, provided that they are 
paid in accordance with regulations issued on a 
decree by the minister of finance, after consultation 
with the minister of manpower. 


Fourth, the tax shall not apply to cash or in-kind housing 
allowance obtained by foreign experts who are taxable in 
accordance with the rate established in article 90 of this 
law and by Egyptians who work in land reclamation and 
development projects and in mining projects and who 
are subject to the aforementioned tax rate. 


Fifth, sums collected by representatives of the regional 
offices of foreign companies and establishments in Egypt 
shall not be taxable, except for the equivalent of their 


activity in Egypt. 
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In all cases, the total sum of the hazardous work, 
representation, and entertainment allowaaces and pro- 
duction incentives exempted from the tax in accordance 
with the aforementioned paragraphs of this article may 
not exceed 4,000 pounds annually. 


Article 52. The tax shall apply to sums paid to foreign 
experts, regardless of the agency or authority employing 
them to perform services under its control, provided that 
they are not employed for more than 183 consecutive or 
interspersed days annually. The tax shall apply to these 
sums without any deduction for living or family burdens. 


The tax shall also apply to sums that taxable workers of the 
state’s administrative apparatus units, local government, 
public authorities, public sector units, public business 
sector, and workers treated in accordance with special 
cadres collect on top of their salaries from any ministry, 
public authority, administrative agency, local government, 
public sector, and business sector unit that is not their 
original employer. These sums shall be taxable without any 
reduction for living or family burdens. 


In all cases, the tax shall be withheld and then remitted 
to the tax commission concerned within the first 15 days 
of each month in accordance with the conditions and 
procedures determined by the executive regulations. 


Tax Exemption 


[Mustafa] What are the tax exemptions and do they 
include social security and life insurance subscriptions? 


[’Abd-al-Baqi] Tax exemptions are determined by the law 
and they are explicitly stated in the following articles: 


Article 54. The following shall be exempted from the tax: 


A. Social security subscriptions and savings installments 
deducted in accordance with the social security laws, 
in accordance with alternative systems, or in accor- 
dance with government pension and savings laws. 


B. Workers’ subscriptions to private insurance funds 
established in accordance with the provisions of law 
No. 54 of 1975. 


C. Life and health insurance installments paid by the 
taxpayer for himself and for his wife and underage 
children. 


For cases B and C, it is conditional that the total 
deducted by the taxpayer may not exceed 15 percent 
of the net income or 1,000 pounds, whichever is the 
lesser of the two. The same installments and sub- 
scriptions may not be deducted from other revenues 
listed in article 5 of this law. 


D. Lifelong incomes paid by insurance companies for 
insurance policies of a duration of no less than 10 
years. 


Article 55. Ten percent of the total taxable income, plus 
a sum of 2,000 pounds, shall be deducted for income- 
earning expense, after subtracting the subscriptions and 
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sums listed in paragraphs A, B, and C of article 54 of this 
law and before subtracting the deduction established for 
family burdens in accordance with article 88 of this law. 


Article 56. Free or reduced-rate travel permits and 
tickets and free furniture transportation coupons granted 
by the Public Railroads Authority to their workers and 
their families for purposes not connected with the ser- 
vice shall be exempted from the tax. 


Free or reduced-rate tickets which Egyptian or foreign 
land transportation companies, airlines, or maritime 
companies operating in Egypt grant to their workers and 
their families shall also be exempted. 


The above is in addition to the exemption established for 
family burdens by articles 88 and 89 of this law. 


Requirements for Statement Submission 


{Mustafa] What are the tax rates? Are wage earners 
required to submit the annual unified tax statement? 
What about appeal and contestation procedures? 


[’Abd-al-Baqi] Regarding salaries and similar revenues 
listed in section three of this book, the tax rate applying 
to them will be 20 percent for sums up to 50,000 pounds 
and 32 percent for sums in excess of 50,000 pounds. 


Article 62 of this law states the following: “A taxpayer 
shall be exempted from submitting the statement stipu- 
lated in article 91 of this law for his income from wages 
and similar revenues listed in this section. The taxpayer 
shall also be exempted from listing the aforementioned 
income in the statement he submits in accordance with 
article 91 of this law for other sources of income.” 


Article 65 of this law states that “within one month as of 
the date of receiving the taxable income, the taxpayer 
may object to the tax assessment by applying to the party 
that deducted the tax. 


“This party shall be required to send this application, 
coupled with its response, to the tax commission con- 
cerned within 30 days as of the date on which the 
application is submitted. 


“The commission shall examine the application. If it 
determines that the objections expressed by the taxpayer 
are serious in nature, it shall notify the aforementioned 
party to amend the tax assessment. If not persuaded that 
the objections are sound in nature, the commission shall 
refer the application to the appeals committee in accor- 
dance with the provisions of article 157 of this law and 
shall notify the plaintiff concerned by registered letter 
within 30 days as of the date of referral.” 








IRAQ 


Editorial Appeals to Arabs Not To Forget Iraq 
94LHO0I17A Paris AL-MUHARRIR in Arabic 17 Jan 94 p I 


[Article by Nihad al-Ghadiri] 


[Text] An old Arab friend of mine with a great history 
wrote to me a long letter dripping with blood and tears, 
asking: Did you forget Iraq? I was surprised by the 
question for two reasons: First because we did not forget 
Iraq and are actually sharing its sufferings, and, second, 
because the question resounds with bitter rebuke of a 
true friend. When we are overwhelmed by fast devel- 
oping events around us and are forced to deal with them, 
we actually do commit the crime of remaining silent and 
of forgetting Iraq. 


The question here is not one of supporting Iraq for Iraq’s 
sake only, although such a stand is rightful and honor- 
able. The question is that with our momentary and 
unintended silence we would unwittingly be partici- 
pating in the big conspiracy which we are witnessing 
taking place on the world stage, and which threatens us 
all, with no difference between one Arab and another 
and one country and another. Everybody is targeted and 
everybody is planning to crush it. Iraq is just one 
example of the fate awaiting the others—all the others. 
Therefore forgetting Iraq and keeping silence over what 
is being done to it—the continuing unjust siege, the 
suffering of its patient people, the enduring of force and 
injustice, all with the blessing of the Arabs of thirst and 
drought—is tantamount to keeping silence over what is 
awaiting all of us tomorrow and what is going to befall us 
at the hands of the cruel international legality which is 
singling out the Arab countries one by one. Although the 
methods differ, the objective is one. 


Three years have passed since that cursed war whose aim 
we were told was to regain Kuwait. They have regained 
“their Kuwait” and the matter is over. Why is the siege 
continuing and how can they justify the hardships they 
are inflicting on the Iraqi people? 


Had they recaptured Kuwait and gone, leaving Iraq 
alone, we would have believed them, or at least some of 
us would have believed that Kuwait was the reason and 
the objective. But the fact that the sanctions are con- 
tinuing after three years uncovers the contemporary 
pirates’ real objective of the war and the siege: The target 
is Iraq’s strength, independence, and its people’s dignity. 
It is also the victory it achieved in the first Gulf [Iraq- 
Iran] war, the war that has saved them all. They want to 
prevent Iraq from physically embodying this victory, 
which is its right and its historical right to do. Iraq is 
targeted whether because of Kuwait or otherwise. If 
Kuwait’s story did not exist they would have found 
another excuse and another justification for their war. 


The question of the continuing siege of Iraq that is 
continuing up to this day has two aspects: 


The aspect of the Western stand, which is understood 
within the framework of Western imperialist policy and 
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its attempt to dominate the area, plunder its wealth, and 
maintain its supremacy at the expense of others. 


And the aspect cf the incomprehensible Arab stand 
which, in a moment of incredible impotency and cow- 
ardice, abandoned all the Arab values, history, kinsfolk, 
language, beliefs and dreams, and threw itself at the first 
Western feet to set on the area—licking its boots, pros- 
trating itself, begging, asking forgiveness, seeking self- 
protection, thinking that foot that is stepping on it today 
will spare its being crushed underfoot tomorrow. 


Now that we have spoken a lot, written a lot, and 
suffered a great deal more we would ask the ordinary 
Arab citizen and the patriotic nationalist elite, or what 
we think is tlie patriotic nationalist elite, is it not time for 
them to move, to or,nize, to set up organizations to fill 
the Arab arena, to shout at the top of their voices, to ask 
their rulers and colonizers, to tell them: You cowards, 
did you not have enough of Iraq, of its children’s blood, 
of its hunger and deprivation? 


What stops any Arab country from breaking the siege and 
defying the illegitimate legality [as published] and injustice 
that should arouse deep anger among Arabs? Or, has the 
arena become vacant of men and the Arabs lost their 
senses, so the men are neither men nor are they Arab. 


What stops any community in every country neighboring 
Iraq from defying the siege by breaking it and carrying on 
its back flour, medicine, food, and baby's milk, and shout 
in the face of the United Nations and its Butrus Ghali: You 
all go to hell! I could almost shout: When Iraq starves and 
we are only onlookers, let us too go to hell. 


May our right arm forget us if we forget thee Iraq! 
KUWAIT 


Naturalized Citizens’ Children Permitted Vote 


94AE0072B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
24 Jan 94 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Ghanim al-Mutayri: “Kuwait Grants Natu- 
ralized Citizens the Right to Vote, Run for Office’’] 


[Text] The Kuwaiti Cabinet has agreed in principle to 
allow children of naturalized citizens, who are born after 
their fathers acquire Kuwaiti citizenship, to exercise 
their right to be a candidate and to vote. 


Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs “Abd-al-’Aziz 
Dakhil said that, in its regular session on 23 January, the 
Cabinet reviewed a draft bill referred from the National 
Assembly to amend the regulation in Law No 51/1959 
concerning Kuwaiti citizenship, aimed at permitting 
children of natura'ized citizens to vote and run for office 
on equal footing with Kuwaitis who obtained Kuwaiti 
citizenship by birth. 


It was decided that the final form of the bill will be 
determined in the Cabinet’s next meeting, and will be 
referred back to the National Assembly for debate and 
decision. 
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On another matter, a Kuwaiti security source confirmed 
to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT on 23 January that a secu- 
rity force had raided the building of the Palestinian 
embassy in Kuwait on the evening of 22 January. He said 
that was done in accordance with legal procedures, 
referring to the fact that the members of this force were 
empowered to enter the embassy building on a warrant 
from the Public Prosecutor’s Office. 


The source expiained that the decision to enter the Pales- 
tinian embassy building was made by Criminal Investiga- 
tion and State Security personnel, after a person accused of 
burglarizing several homes in the area confessed that the 
weapon, which he had used, had been obtained from the 
embassy building located in the Hawalli area. 


The same source said that this mattcr necessitated that the 
prosecutor’s office issue a warrant to search the building in 
the presence of a responsible official from the prosecutor’s 
office. He said that the authorities had banned newsmen 
and photographers from entering the embassy building, 
which has been abandoned since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. However, certain Kuwaiti newspapers reported 
that machine guns, pistols, and ammunition had been 
found in the embassy building and were confiscated. The 
remains of a body was also discovered; it was hanging, 
supported by one of the walls. 


MOROCCO 


Opposition Parties Call for More Democracy 


State Not Adhering to Constitution 
94AF0059A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 14 Jan 94 p 6 


[Article by Muhammad al-Ashhab: “Opposition Renews 
Demands for More Democratic Measures”’] 


[Text] Rabat—The confrontation between the opposi- 
tion and Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani’s 
government has entered a period of escalation that 
threatens to break out of the rules of the current dia- 
logue. Two days ago, the opposition parties protested the 
way in which the government answers deputies’ ques- 
tions, calling it vague and general. 


This took place when opposition deputy Abderrahman 
Haraichi raised a question about the case of Shaykh 
Abdessalem Yacine, whom the police have kept under 
house arrest in the city of Sale, north of the capital Rabat, 
for three years. Human Rights Minister Omar Azzimane 
rephed that, as the case was now on the calendar of the 
court system, which was studying it, the prerogatives of the 
justice system had to be respected. The opposition deputy 
responded that no such case existed in the justice system: 
that the matter concerned only a complaint that Abdes- 
salem Yacine’s lawyers had submitted to the court for a 
review of his house arrest, and that relevant sources had 
stated that Shaykh Yacine had submitted a letter on the 
subject to the departments concerned. 


Significantly, the raising of the case of Shaykh Abdes- 
salem Yacine, the head of the Association for Justice and 
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Benevolence whose bureau members were recently tried 
on the charge of distributing illegal publications, coin- 
cided with escalating opposition party demands for 
greater political relaxation, release of all detainees, and 
the return of exiles. Mohamed Ben Said, head of the 
opposition Organization of [Popular] Democratic 
Action, said: ‘We still demand constitutional and polit- 
ical reform. We also demand respect for human rights 
and cleansing Morocco of all detention camps like 
Tazmamart [name as transliterated].” This was a refer- 
ence to the detention center that used to bear this name. 
The Moroccan authorities demolished it and released 
dozens of the military prisoners who were living there. 


Mohamed Ben Said said, “We are not against trying 
those accused: an accused person must be tried, what- 
ever the charge against him may be.” Here he was 
quoting the Moroccan opposition figure Mohamed 
Basri, who, having lived in exile for more than a quarter 
century, has said he is prepared to return to the country 
if political relaxation and a return of exiles take place. 


Ata Rabat political meeting last Tuesday celebrating the 
anniversary of the [1944] independence manifesto, 
Istiqlal Party leader Mohamed Boucetta said: “Building 
a state of truth, law, and respect for human rights must 
not remain merely a wish that pervades civil society. The 
experience of the recent elections has shown that the 
Moroccan people are committed to change and ready to 
sacrifice for it.” 


Mohamed Yazghi, deputy head of the Socialist Union, 
said: “On the threshold of the 21st century, we cannot 
accept Morocco’s remaining without a truly democratic 
system. It is unthinkable for the mixing of power to 
remain as it is now. It is unthinkable for the Constitution 
to be applied as it is now.” This is a renewed affirmation 
of the opposition parties’ refusal to work with the new 
government that Mohamed Karim Lamrani has formed 
from technocrats. Opposition figures call it unconstitu- 
tional because it did not emerge from the parliamentary 
majority. Official sources, on the other hand, attribute 
the government’s makeup to the opposition parties’ 
refusal to participate in a proposed government and to 
the majority parties’ request for a respite to reorganize 
themselves; however, the program the new government 
is pledged to implement is the same one that King 
Hassan II proposed to the opposition parties. Against 
this background, the opposition parties are wagering on 
creating a political and constitutional vacuum, so that 
they can resume dialogue with official authorities on 
forming a new government. Some sources believe that 
the opposition parties’ allusion to human rights cases 
and the condition of Islamic groups whose attitudes they 
do not share is aimed at pressuring the government and 
embarrassing the majority parties, which find them- 
selves called on to support a government in which they 
are not participating. 


Signs of dissatisfaction emerged recently in majority 
circles. These claim that the restructuring process is 
facing difficulties because of their pledge to support the 
new government and because the scope of their freedom 





is being further restricted, while the opposition “0 
aims more criticisms at the executive Spee 
former majority parties are expected to h eetin to 
coordinate their positions on the proposed new budget, 
which still has not been able to be approved. Meanwhile, 
the official authorities have issued administrative 
decrees to disburse funds in emergency sectors. 


Interested circles see the call by the opposition parties— 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces, Istiqlal, and Organi- 
zation of Democratic Popular Action—for the creation 
of a constitutional body to oversee elections and for 
direct election of all members of Parliament as a new 
attempt to put political pressure on Mohamed Karim 
Lamrani’s government. The least of this was their sig- 
naling that they would not accept the invalidation of a 
limited number of constituencies. This is the view that 
has prevailed until now for overcoming the current 
political problem following the issuance of Constitu- 
tional Chamber rulings invalidating the results of no 
fewer than ten election districts, including one of the 
districts in which a candidate from the opposition Party 
of Progress and Socialism won. 


Informed circles do not discount the possible issuance of 
new rulings affecting figures who belong to oprs sition 
parties, particularly Istiqlal and the Socialist Union, 
particularly because the invalidation ought to include all 
the results of indirect balloting. This is a demand which, 
in the view of official sources, has no basis in law or the 
Constitution. 


Political circles attribute this escalation to the fact that 
the opposition parties, which needed no fewer than 40 
seats to form a parliamentary majority qualifying them 
to participate in the government, having made great 
progress in the results of last June’s direct elections, want 
to achieve this gain by means of political pressure. They 
believe that the problem that resulted from electing a 
third of the members of Parliament by indirect balloting 
has a political nature and therefore must be remedied by 
a political solution. The least of this would be granting 
their demand that a large number of outcomes of this 
balloting be invalidate’, since their participation in any 
anticipated government is subject to their winning a 
parliamentary majority. On the other hand, official 
sources repeat that there is nothing to prevent their 
participating in the government, despite their being a 
minority, on the basis of seeking a formula of new 
alliances or taking advantage of the situation of the 
current majority, which in any case will not withdraw its 
confidence from the government. 


Text of Opposition Manifesto 


94AF0059B Rabat AL-ITTIHAD AL-ISHTIRAKI 
in Arabic 12 Jan 94 p 3 


[Text] On the 50th anniversary of the presentation of the 
11 January manifesto demanding independence, the three 
national democratic parties—the Socialist Union of Pop- 
ular Forces, Istiglal, and the Organization of Popular 
Democratic Action—issued a historic statement 
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demanding that democracy be strengthened in the country 
by implementing a series of political points and reforms. 
The following is the text of the historic statement: 


In the name of God, the Merciful and Compassionate. 


The 50th anniversary of the presentation of the mani- 
iesto demanding independence and democracy falls on 
11 January 1994. 


It is an occasion on which the three democratic parties— 
Istiqlal, the Socialist Union of Popular Forces, and the 
Organization of Popular Democratic Action—stand up 
to evaluate the conditions that Morocco faces in future 
years as it stands on the threshold of the 21st century 
after a half-century during which its people have con- 
tinued the struggle to realize their goals of liberation, 
democracy, and social justice in the full sense. 


While recognition of political independence was 
achieved due to the struggle of the king and the people in 
full harmony, building a free national state in the frame- 
work of constitutional monarchy and on the principles of 
political, economic, social, and cultural democracy is 
still faltering 38 years after the declaration of indepen- 
dence and has not taken a decisive course toward con- 
crete realization. 


Sensing their responsibilities after the crisis through which 
Morocco has been passing, with the tremendous challenges 
this has presented, the three democratic parties renew their 
pledge to continue the struggle to fulfill the goals of the 
National Charter (the manifesto of 11 January 1944) in its 
spirit and aspirations, to embark forcefully to save the 
country from the dangers that threaten it, and to establish 
conditions for democratic change in the framework of a 
sincere national agreement that lays the foundation for the 
elements of a modern democratic state, embodies the 
principle of popular sovereignty, and lays a firm basis for 
a strong, progressive Morocco. 


True democracy can free the country from perversions 
such as widespread injustice, corruption, bribery, exploi- 
tation of influence, illegitimate wealth, and plundering 
of the people’s money, land, and resources. 


True democracy can end human rights violations, pro- 
tect public and private freedoms, guarantee citizens’ 
rights to free and fair elections and their right to food, 
work, education, medical care, and housing, and provide 
equal opportunity for all to raise the physical and spiri- 
tual level of their lives under the aegis of mutual respon- 
sibility and social justice. 

True democracy can confront the requirements for con- 
tinued economic and social development and for 
enabling Moroccan society to open up to the require- 
ments of scientific and cultural development in connec- 
tion with the changes that the international community 
is experiencing in all economic, geostrategic, technolog- 
ical, and cultural areas. These things make it imperative 
for our country to apply democracy as an absolute 
necessity for winning the challenges of the future and 
responding to the aspirations of coming generations. 
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Calling to mind the stages of the democratic struggle to 
bring about the constitutional and political reforms that 
the masses of the Moroccan people have never ceased 
hoping to achieve, the three democratic parties declare 
their fidelity to their previous demands. They confirm 
that one of the first reforms that must be made is 
continued work to approve new constitutional changes 
to guarantee greater balance of powers and firmly estab- 
lish executive, legislative, and judicial structures that 
satisfy all the conditions for credibility, effectiveness, 
and responsibility. Specifically, this requires: 


—Electing all members of Parliament by direct, general 
election. 


—Creating a supreme constitutional body independent 
of the government apparatus and having full power to 
oversee the election process, regulate all its stages, and 
guarantee its freedom and fairness. 


—Creating a supreme accounting council to be raised to 
the level of a constitutional body with the role of 
controlling implementation of the state budget. mon- 
itoring the public sector, and combatting all forms of 
waste and corruption. 


—Founding special constitutional bodies charged with 
participating in defining public policy in various 
fields: such as the Supreme Council on Culture and 
Information, the Supreme Council on Defense, and 
the Supreme Council on Education, in addition to the 
Economic and Social Council whose creation has been 
approved in principle. 


As they celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 11 January 
1944 manifesto with pride and steadfastness, the three 
democratic parties proclaim that they will remain 
devoted to the spirit of the independence and democracy 
manifesto and will adhere to united action as a way to 
build a democratic, progressive Morocco. They call on 
the masses of the Moroccan people and all its vital forces 
that believe in democratic change to join consciously and 
responsibly in demanding an end to the attempts at 
cheating and falsification that were behind our country’s 
failure to achieve the cultural development we seek and 
to realize the ambitions of our successive generations for 
modernization and prosperity under a constitutional, 
social-democratic monarchy in which Moroccans enjoy 
freedom, justice, equality, and a dignified life. 


¢ Mohamed Boucetta, general secretary, Istiqlal Party 

¢ Mohamed Yazghi, deputy first secretary, Socialist 
Union 

¢ Mohamed Ben Said, general secretary, Organization 
of [Popular Democratic] Action 


Commentaries Criticize New Budget 
Aims, Means Fail to Agree 
94AF0056A Rabat AL-’ALAM in Arabic 27 Dec 93 p 1, 2 


[Text] Finance Minister Mohamed Sagou on Tuesday 
submitted the 1994 finance bill to Parliament. It was 
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contained in an extended written speech, interspersed 
with some verbal exchanges. Regardless of the fact that 
the bill is being submitted to the Parliament more than 
one and one-half months after the expiry of the legal 
limit and in view of the short time available to the 
Parliament to debate it, we hasten to say that the bill is 
characterized by its being essentially based on an old and 
antiquated concept. It provides no clear or harmonious 
answers to questions relating to the present reality, 
although it consists of some procedural matters. 


Reading the finance bill will, at the first instance, show 
that it stems from the desire to resolve its inherent 
contradiction with the reality and with its requirements, 
by absorbing this contradiction within its own form, 
structure, and procedures. 


What is actually needed is to ease the heavy tax burden 
on the economy, particularly income tax, and to realize 
some kind of tax compatibility that would generate 
competition in the economic field, particularly with the 
aim of redirecting private investment and creating con- 
ditions suitable for financing the economy and removing 
the obstacles that created bottlenecks in the past two 
years. The aim is also to find satisfactory solutions for 
the public debt arrears that accumulated during the past 
years, while maintaining social stability based on accept- 
able balances, and to fulfill promises that have repeat- 
edly been made but never fulfilled. 


But the finance bill has done what can be described as 
short-circuiting all that in one way or another. It does so 
by adopting mathematical equations ranging between 
plus and minus so that the official rhetoric on the bill 
may be able to find something to say about and to justify 
things, without revealing the fact that the bill is essen- 
tially a choice of programs for the new government, 
which promised that the bill would be an embodiment of 
its programs, following a featureless statement. 


Evidently the bill wants first and foremost to reach a 
figure, which is 1.5 percent. The aim is to confine the 
treasury deficit within the constraints of this figure and 
to make it compatible with the GDP. Nobody objects to 
showing interest in the financial balances or minimizing 
their significance on both the domestic and foreign 
relations level. This is contrary to what the minister 
argued in vain. Focusing on a particular figure could be 
suitable for an academic hypothesis, but insisting on it as 
a precondition will not allow them to make a choice that 
is a compromise between the balances and realities, a 
choice which the various factions of the society are 
calling for and which acts as a sound arbiter among 
them. This is regardless of whether or not the figures 
relevant to it can be realized and the extent to which they 
will be adhered to. 


Perhaps it was setting this ceiling for the bill that gives it 
a particular mathematical character and takes away from 
it the qualities of a serious bill resulting from integrated 
economic and social policies with broad vistas. 
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It is apparent from the various figures of the bill that it is 
a settlement betwecn figures, balancing figures with one 
another on paper, and playing with figures within the 
constraints of a very low ceiling. 


Servicing the public debt is increasing, growing, and 
becoming heavy. It exposes the failure to solve the 
problem last year. In fact it has gotten worse 1983 and 
1993. It has increased several fold since the beginning of 
the structural evaluation and the rescheduling of debts. 
The calculations first and foremost address servicing the 
foreign debt. The debt increased from 15.475280905 
dirhams to 17.513564480 dirhams [as published] (that is 
about $1.86 billion). That is an increase of 13.17 percent. 
Keeping in mind that rescheduling private and public 
debt is no longer possible to do in the old-fashioned way. 
The Paris and London clubs have decided to end the 
debt rescheduling soap opera. 


Given the pressure of the 1.5 percent ceiling set for the 
total treasury deficit, the calculations based on servicing 
the debt leave no room for financial options that would 
help economic revival and the relaunching of the social 
policies after a long period of stagnation. 


The finance bill options in this case have been put between 
pincers’ jaws, leaving no room for the balance sheet other 
than maintaining control, with the balance sheet itself 
becoming an option. The problem lies here. And because 
the World Bank has its directives, these have been 
endorsed by what seemed to be a parallel parliament that 
was recently convened in Casablanca. It was necessary for 
these directives to be integrated with the accounts, as has 
customarily been done since the eighties. 


And because these directives primarily revolve around 
the private sector, they have been partially absorbed in 
them, within the limits allowed between the pincers’ 
jaws. Within this framework, the corporation tax has 
been reduced to 37 percent, although the World Bank 
recommends that it should not exceed 35 percent on 
average. This is followed by reducing the highest average 
of public tax on income to 47 percent, followed by 
reducing the value added tax levied on bank interest, by 
subjecting the government treasury bonds to a partial 
tax, and by reducing the import tax on building material 
10 percent while raising it 15 percent with respect to 
most other imports. 


These tax measures constitute the proposed basic laws of 
the finance bill as a whole, while anything else remains 
marginal. 

If these measures are viewed in light of the aforemen- 
tioned World Bank directives, coupled with the mea- 
sures relevant to them, such as increasing the portion 
exempt from public tax from 15,000 dirhams to 18,000 
dirhams. Here we immediately discover that these mea- 
sures carry inherent contradictions, to which we referred 
at the beginning, as long as they constitute a partial siep 
toward responding to the World Bank directives rather 
than fully responding to them. They partially : sspond to 
demands put forward by the private, sector but do not 
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respond to them fully...et cetera [as published], because 
the pincers’ jaws in question continue to exert pressure. 


There has been demand that steps should be taken to 
restore to the state its rational economic role on the ground 
that this is one of the basic and urgent conditions for 
reviving the economy after two years of general economic 
recession and reduced growth. Therefore, the government 
has increased the investment budget to 3.99 billion 
dirhams (the equivalent of $423.6 million) compared with 
1993 (15.1 billion dirhams compared with approximately 
19 billion dirhams) [as puvlished]. This is to show that 
there is an increase. Regardless of how closely the invest- 
ment budgets are adhered to and how they are disposed of, 
that increase remains an increase on paper. In the end it is 
a mathematical result, and the fact that it is limited in 
scope shows that the will to revive the economy is nonex- 
istent. We need not recall that public investment has an 
impact on the national economy and on national invest- 
ment which has been weak since record-keeping was 
started. This also affects the contracting sector, such as 
public works and construction. 


As for the social policy promised by the government in a 
loosely worded statement, the balance sheets that gov- 
erned drafting the finance law have failed to bring it into 
effect. Rather, the pincers have pressed hard. Despite the 
fact that the number of jobs expected to be created has 
been set at 25,000 jobs, and regardicss of whether they 
will really be created or remain in storage, they realize no 
real progress in the field of absorbing a large number of 
unemployed, particularly those with higher education 
diplomas, that has reached more than 150,000. The 
funds allocated to revive employment are vaguely 
defined so far in terms of goals, means of financing, ways 
of expenditure, and trusteeship...et cetera. [as published] 
It must be pointed out in this regard that the proposed 
granting of loans to persons engaged in economic revival 
has failed. The contractual retraining program has made 
no progress. Both projects did not really absorb unem- 
ployed people nor did they open new vistas in the 
employment field. Allocating a special fund for job 
creation under the supervision of the ministry of finance 
does not mean that it will succeed or achieve objectives 
that were not achieved previously, notwithstanding the 
allocation of one billion dirhams to the fund. 


Increasing the tax-free portion of income to 18,000 
dirhams does not result in a real increase in the income 
of people with limited or middle income. Rather this is 
yet another joke that is the subject of mockery and 
bitterness. 


The government continues to adhere to its unintelligent 
method of responding to the demands submitted by the 
unions representing the working factions in the field of 
wages and salaries. The value of these salaries and wages 
has been frozen; they lost much of their real value, 
resulting in a major drop in the purchasing power of the 
majority population in the face of the increasing infla- 
tion. This has also resulted in a drop in consumption and 
in the shrinkage of the domestic market, with all its 
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economic effects. The drop in consumption is a major 
cause of economic stagnation in tne past years as well as 
for the crisis in the contracting market. 


On the social level, the budget of the national ministry of 
education, which increased only by 5.06 percent, and of 
the ministry of health, which increased only by 9.76 
percent, and the expected limited investments in the two 
budgets show that the government makes no provisions 
for real social investments, considering the acute 
shortage in education and medical facilities and staffs. It 
also gives no consideration to the workers’ conditions. 


Clearly these limited increases are a far cry from the 
bombastic speeches about the will to carry out reforms in 
the social field. Meanwhile certain problems are left to 
rot, including those of education in the countryside and 
health care in towns and villages and other such issues. 


The same thing can be said about the housing situation 
that calls for a determined policy and mobilization of all 
available resources, particularly resources of the social 
reserve funds. It is known that at no time was the 
management of these funds socially oriented. Instead, 
deductions from wages and salaries have been blatantly 
used to increase the wealth of a few people. 


The government, given the data available to it, should be 
more certain than anybody else that the social policy 
cannot be left to market forces; for in no country, 
however liberal it may be, are socioeconomic factors 
laissez-faire, because leaving them unchecked means 
subjecting them to savagery. Social problems are far too 
difficult to be left to the market for resolution. Abwve all, 
the government is called upon to channel revenues from 
income taxes and from national resources exploitation 
into the social arena in order to improve social condi- 
tions and the standard of living, not just because this 
falls within the jurisdiction of government, but also 
because it is what makes a government legitimate, given 
that governmental legitimacy is based on seeking accept- 
able social balances, as the experience of peoples and 
countries has confirmed. 


Budget Ignores Core Problems 


94AF0056B Rabat AL-ITTIHAD AL-ISHTIRAKI 
in Arabic 24 Dec 93 p 1 


[Text] The public has learned about the primary features 
of the budget that will be debated by the parliamentary 
committee for financial affairs before it is discussed at 
the Parliament’s general meetings. 


Although this budget stems from the “philosophy” of the 
so-called government program on the basis of which the 
parliamentary majority gave its vote for the present 
government, the finance law is unable to deliver what the 
said program urges with regard to encouraging invest- 
ment and creating a suitable atmosphere for it. 


It is known that the first condition for investment is the 
availability of clear and precise resources in the pro- 
posed state budget. But it is observed that the proposed 


investment budget represents only seven percent of the 
GDP. This is a poor average compared with that of the 
budgets of the early eighties, which reached 15 percent. 


Even this poor average remains vulnerable, because it is 
basically linked to Morocco’s obtaining foreign loans 
that the government expects to reach $2 billion in 1994. 


In addition to the fact that this will increase Morocco’s 
foreign debts, it is not certain that these amounts can be 
obtained. This means that the investment budget will 
continue to be dependent on these foreign finances, 
which remain mere possibilities. 


Therefore, it can be said that the field of public invest- 
ment will not develop; rather it will continue to follow 
the same direction that the successive previous govern- 
ments followed since the policy of structural reform 
began. This policy has led to a crisis, which is reflected in 
particular on the fields of employment and the citizens’ 
social conditions. 


With regard to employment, this year’s budget promises 
to create 25,000 jobs, an increase of 10,000 jobs com- 
pared with 1993. But official data tell us that tens of 
thousands of graduates will enter the job market every 
year, some of whom have been unemployed for more 
than 10 years. The budget submitted this year will not be 
able to absorb the hundreds of thousands of uner iployed 
blue-and white-collar workers. 


Also, establishing a special fund for the employment of 
youngsters with a capital of 100 billion centimes creates 
the problem of how can this amount can be utilized in 
order to get maximum benefit from it and to solve part 
of the problem of the unemployed youths w th profes- 
sional, scientific, and intellectual capabilities. 


On the one hand there is the problem of structuring the 
loans and the rate of interest on them and the guarantees 
that are difficult to obtain. On the other, the general 
climate is not helpful for the establishment of small- and 
medium- sized contracting companies. The difficulties 
include administrativ: obstacles and the lack of infra- 
structure, equipment, and land. 


Therefore, the problem of unempl>yment remains an 
urgent matter in the field of Moroccan economy. It is not 
enough for the budget to come up with promises about 
job creation and the establishment of a fund in order to 
overcome chronic, structural problems. 


The weakness of the social aspect is also reflected in the 
1994 budget, both on the level of wages and of reforming 
of a number of sectors, the most important of which, for 
example, is the housing sector. 


The [finance] minister’s statement contains quick refer- 
ences to this sector, which should be dealt with in a manner 
categorically different from the past. The housing sector 
cannot remain a source of quick and exorbitant profits or 
be subject to speculation and monopoly as is the case now. 
It appears that this year’s budget is no different from the 
previous ones in dealing with such urgent social issues. 











10 NEAR EAST 


This is because it is a budget stemming from a government 
program embodying the perpetual pattern the Moroccan 
governments have been following for the past 10 years. 
This is due to pledging financial commitments with a 
narrow scope which adversely affect social conditions and 
public investment. 


Perhaps the citizens now wonder: What is the strategy on 
which this budget is based? It is known that the present 
government has no economic policy now that the years 
of a planned economy are over. 


Nevertheless, it cannot be said that the budget is not 
based on any economic precedent. Although it is not 
based on a planned and publicly open economic policy, 
it is based on the state’s principal constants that have 
dealt with the economic and financial situation from a 
class viewpoint which led to enriching the rich and 
impoverishing the middle class and the poor. The [gov- 
ernment’s] answer to these social problems is to ignore 
them sometimes, to remain silent about them other 
times, and yet other times, resort to bludgeoning. 


Ministers Vie for Fund Control 


94AF0056C Rabat AL-ITTIHAD AL-ISHTIRAKI 
in Arabic 31 Dec 93 p 1 


[Text] Two weeks have passed since the minister of finance 
submitted the finance bill to the Chamber of Representa- 
tives. The committees studied the general budget and the 
sectors’ budgets *hroughout last week. The Chamber's 
public meetings are to be held in order to hear the views and 
stands of the parties and labor unions on the bill. 


The citizens who have been suffering because of soaring 
prices and unemployment expect this bill to address 
some of their problems and to open, at least, a breach in 
the wall of the crisis that is growing worse from one 
government to the next. The most important clause to 
those waiting for relief is the one dealing with the social 
sectors. People expect measures to be taken to improve 
those sectors, to boost purchasing power, to provide 
suitable housing, and to create jobs. 


When the finance minister read the bill, he placed the 
social sectors seventh in order of priority and focused on 
two points: 


First, the number of jobs, which he said increased from 
15,000 to 25,510 jobs. 


Second, the establishment of a fund for the employment of 
youth, to which one billion dirhams have been allocated. 


The jobs, according to the bill, are distributed as follows: 


Education and Health, 8,100 jobs. 
Ministries of Justice, Finance, and others, about 2,500 jobs. 


Security jobs such as gendarmes and national security, 
about 15,000 jobs. 
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Therefore, less than 35 percent of the jobs are allocated 
to the ministries of social affairs. 


With regard to “Youth Employment Development Fund,” 
it is not definite yet whether its funds will finance the new 
jobs. But it appears that the Fund is the subject of a dispute 
between the prime minister and the minister of finance 
over its “ownership.” The presentation memo of the 
finance bill says that “particular attention has been 
devoted to the finance bill, which is evident in the alloca- 
tion of one billion dirhams in the prime minister's invest- 
ment budget to a special treasury account that has been 
established for this purpose.” As for section two (article 
42) of the finance bill, its first clause provides that “out of 
the desire to control the accounts of operations relating to 
developing the employment of youth, an account shall be 
established to be called ‘Youth Employment Development 
Fund.” The minister of finance will be responsible for 
receiving its revenues and spending its expenses. 


The ministers present at the committee's budget discus- 
sions appeared to treat the social aspect somewhat 
indifferently. The attitudes of the government (and its 
parliamentary majority) will be clarified following the 
changes the nationalist and democratic parties have 
proposed. The status of the social situation in the official 
policy and those who applaud it will be defined. 


The committee meetings have also enabled the represen- 
tatives to get acquainted with several areas of interest to 
the “technocrat government.” The rule provides that the 
qualifications of the minister should be compatible with 
the task assigned to him. Unfortunately, some ministers’ 
knowledge of the Arabic language as a constitutional 
language is poor. Some of them have shown that they are 
not familiar with the specifics of the Moroccan citizen's 
living conditions and his basic needs. 


TUNISIA 


Impact of GATT on Economic Development Viewed 
94AF0068A Tunis REALITES in French 23 Dec 93 pp 22-23 


[Article by Ridha Lahmar: “GATT: What Effects on 
Tunisia?) 


[Text] Is GATT a genuinely free choice or a “compulsory 
choice” for our country? Will it provide us with easier 
access to export markets and advanced technology? Will 
it promote job-creating foreign investments and partner- 
ship projects in Tunisia? In a word, will Tunisia’s 
accession to GATT and the concluding negotiations for a 
final signing of GATT by the big powers as it was written 
serve our country’s interests and enable us to achieve the 
goals of the Eighth Development Pian? 


Is there free choice when 117 countries out of 170 have 
signed and the international financial community makes 
accession to GATT a condition for receiving its devel- 
opment assistance? With those facts as our background, 
how should we proceed in order to ensure that our 
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accession will have the maximum positive fallout on our 
economy and our society? It all depends on our ability to 
ensure the competitiveness of our firms and reform the 
structures of our economy. 


Dangers, Challenges of GATT 


Tunisia acceded to GATT in July 1990. It is therefore 
bound by the obligations set forth in that agreement and 
enjoys the benefits it provides. But certain domestic 
changes and conditions are essential if Tunisia is to 
benefit from the agreement. As a signatory country to 
GATT, our country has access to a tremendous data 
bank concerning world trade: information on quantities, 
prices, and the quelity of all products and all destina- 
tions make it possible to better direct the efforts of our 
exporters and manufacturers so as to produce better and 
sell better. This makes it a powerful means of diversi- 
fying our exports in an environment of nontariff barriers 
and of customs obstacles that are easier to get around. 
Also, belonging to GATT strengthens Tunisia in its 
disagreements with the big powers, since it means that 
Tunisia can have recourse to often effective arbitration 
in which it will be able to put forward the interests of its 
firms and entire sections of its economy. 


GATT and Our Agriculture 


The GATT agreements call for a 21-percent reduction in 
direct and indirect agricultural subsidies over a six-year 
period. That will be followed by a reduction in the 
volume of subsidized sales of meat, milk, and cereals (all 
staple products essential for feeding the population). The 
world price of wheat, which is heavily subsidized in the 
United States, is currently $125 per metric ton, whereas 
the price of Tunisian hard wheat is 24 dinars per quintal, 
or twice as much. Some people have said that Tunisian 
cereal production is too expensive for reasons having to 
do with productivity, whereas U.S. agriculture, although 
highly mechanized and productive, is heavily subsi- 
dized. But why deprive the Tunisian consumer of milk 
and meat from the EEC, whose surpluses benefit from 
particularly large subsidies: who can compete with meat 
from the EEC that costs from 12 to 15 French francs per 
kilogram net, CIF [cost, freight, and insurance] Tunis? 


The fact is that such competition with Tunisian agricul- 
ture is unfair. The danger of GATT, then, is that it will 
lead to a short-term rise in the cost of living because it 
will reduce subsidies at the source of our imports, and 
our own production cannot meet our domestic demand. 
On the other hand, our exports will enjoy improved 
access to foreign markets: sales of olive oil, citrus fruit, 
and so on will increase in volume and value, since the 
similar European products with which they compete will 
no longer be subsidized. That is the framework for our 
country’s efforts to intensify the irrigated production of 
fruits and vegetables, modernize cereal growing, and 
develop our fishing and stockraising potential to increase 
production and the profitability of farming in order to 
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feed a steadily growing and ever-more demanding pop- 
ulation and improve the food trade balance. Our agri- 
culture must modernize its structures and increase its 
ability to withstand foreign competition through an 
increase in added value. The state has done a great deal 
to improve the infrastructure, and private operators 
must assume their responsibilities and take advantage of 
the state’s incentives. 


Our Industry and GATT 


The gradual disappearance of the MFA [Multifiber 
Agreement], which provided the rich countries with 
artificial protection from the commercial aggressiveness 
of textiles from the Third World, will open up the 
markets in those countries to us. They are big consumers 
of all kinds of clothing. But production costs in our 
country are too high for us to compete with the four 
“dragons” of Southeast Asia (where the hourly cost of 
manpower is $2.60, compared to $12 in Tunisia). 


Provided that our firms are able to grow and restructure 
rapidly, modernize their equipment, and achieve more 
integrated production, our salvation lies is specializing 
in the upscale end of the market through the use of more 
capable and skilled manpower. We find, however, that 
our industrial firms continue to be small, family-scale 
enterprises with financial resources and especially cap- 
ital funds that are limited by the refusal to open up their 
family capital to the public and other investors, the 
reason being their fear of losing majority control on the 
boards of directors. 


We have few PME [small and medium-size businesses] 
and no Tunisian multinationals, but what we do have 
mostly is microbusinesses lacking the resources to stand 
up to the big international financial groups. It is true that 
they have management flexibility, but that is not enough 
to ensure competitiveness. 


GATT and Services 


It is true that we have great potential in the field of 
services: tourism, engineering, commercial companies, 
advertising firms, banks, insurance, and so on. But we 
must restructure our firms so that they will have the size, 
managerial staff, and “‘sales strength” of the big firms as 
well as the necessary management and marketing. Our 
building and public works industry, which lost 50 per- 
cent of its potential in 1986, must modernize in order to 
export. 


There are not several ways to go about it: the only 
solutions are partnerships and a strengthening of capital. 
Otherwise, we are in danger of being invaded by large 
financial groups that will set up local branches and 
cvaquer a good share of the market. Our company heads 
must strengthen their potential for competing locally and 
for exporting their activities: they need to look around 
elsewhere and see what they can do. 
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Safeguarding Our Specific Culture 


In the face of the audiovisual multinationals—the Hol- 
lywood giants that turn out films and fiction thrillers at 
an industrial pace and extol sex and violence, we are in 
danger of being irrevocably irvaded and seeing our 
children’s education spoiled by the Western media, 
which have “proven themselves” in the negative sense of 
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that expression. We must safeguard our cultural and 
artistic heritage, which is unique and finds its source in 
our ancestral values. We must avoid the artistic and 
cultural veneer of the civilization represented by Coca- 
Cola, McDonald's, and rock and roll, which has led the 
youth of New York’s neighborhoods and of the Paris 
suburbs to the spiral of delinquency. 
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INDIA 


Clinton Letter Reveals Kashmir Policy Slant 
944S0183R Madras THE HINDU in English 8 Jan 94 p 9 


[Article by C. Raja Mohan: “Clinton’s Letter Reflects ‘U.S. 
Stand on Kashmir’; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Washington, Jan. 7. The U.S. State Department 
today sought to dispel the impression of any change in 
the current American approach towards Kashmir. 


Responding to questions on the letter that the U.S. 
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, had written to an activist on 
Kashmir, the State Department said the letter “reflects 
the consistent stand that the administration has taken on 
Kashmir, namely that the U.S. wishes to see a peaceful 
resolution of all issues between India and Pakistan, 
including Kashmir.” 


In a letter to Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, Executive Director of 
the Kashmir American Council, Mr. Clinton had said, “I 
look forward to working with you and others to help 
bring peace to Kashmir, and I appreciate your input.” 


When questioned on the letter yesterday by the 
reporters, the spokesman of the State Department, Mr. 
Mike McCurry, denied any change in policy and directed 
the questions to the White House. Today the State 
Department provided a comprehensive reiteration of its 
now standard formulations on Kashmir. 


Stating that the U.S. did not see itself in a “mediator’s 
role,” the Clinton Administration said that it was “will- 
ing to assist India and Pakistan to reach and implement 
agreements if they both so desire.” In response to the 
question whether the letter reflected a heightened con- 
cern for human rights, the Administration said it had 
been raising its concerns with the Indian Government 
“regularly, frankly, and in the spirit of friendship.” 
Washington has been urging that the rights enshrined in 
the Indian Constitution be protected fully in practice, 
including in those areas where security forces are 
engaged in counter-insurgency activities.’ The adminis- 
tration has welcomed the recent Indian initiatives on 
human rights and hopes that they will lead to "further 
progress in Indian human rights practices.“ 


Stating categorically that the letter from Mr. Clinton to 
Dr. Fai did not reflect a change in the U.S. approach to 
the status of Kashmir, the State Department noted its 
consistent stand since 1947 that the “U.S. believes the 
entire geographic area of the former princely State of 
Jammu and Kashmir is disputed territory.” The Admin- 
istration reiterated its belief that the “best way” to 
resolve the dispute over Kashmir was through “direct 
discussions between the Governments of India and Paki- 
stan as envisaged in the Shimla agreement, taking into 
account the wishes of the people of Kashmir.” 


On the question of ascertaining the wishes of the Kash- 
miri people, the administration said: ““We do not favour 
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any particular procedure, nor do we advocate direct 
Kashmiri participation in bilateral Indo-Pakistani talks. 
However, to be workable, a solution to the Kashmiri 
dispute will have to take into account the wishes of 
Kashmiris. How this is determined would best be estab- 
lished in the negotiation process. 


“The administration appears to suggest that taking into 
account the wishes of the Kashmiri people is a practical 
necessity and not a commitment to the principal of 
self-determination. But India obviously cannot agree to 
the formulation that this needs to be decided in the 
Indo-Pakistan negotiation process.” 


Further Details on Uzbekistan President's Visit 


944S01830 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 6 Jan 94 p 13 


[Article: “India, Uzbekistan To Combat Terrorism”) 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 5. India and Uzbekistan today 
expressed their resolve to counter religious fundamen- 
talism, extremism and terrorism and signed six agree- 
ments, including one on comprehensive economic co- 
operation aimed at strengthening bilateral relations. 


An Indian bank and cultural centre alongwith an Indian 
Chair in an educational institution will start functioning 
in Uzbekistan shortly, while arrangements were also 
being made to telecast Doordarshan programmes in this 
Central Asian republic. The agreements signed at the 
conclusion of the Uzbek President's visit also covered 
postal, telegraph and related matters, telecommunica- 
tions, setting up an Indo-Uzbek centre for Science and 
technology, transport and transit. 


Addressing a joint news conference after signing the 
agreements, the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, and the Uzbekistan President, Mr Islam Karimov, 
said that there was tremendous scope to increase bilat- 
eral trade and participate in joint ventures to boost 
economic co-operation between the two countries. Both 
the leaders stressed on building sounder relations and 
reviving the historical relationship that has existed 
between the two countries. 


In reply to a question on the Kashmir issue, Mr Karimov 
said that his country believed in the principle of non- 
interference in the internal affairs of other states and 
favoured settlement of problems through negotiations. 
“We intend to strictly follow this policy at all interna- 
tional forums,” he added. 


In his opening statement Mr Rao said that during his 
talks with Mr Karimov he had explained India’s deter- 
mination to face cross-border terrorism so that people in 
their countries could live in peace and devote their 
energies to promoting their well being. 

In reply to a question how Uzbekistan was coping with 
the growth of religious fundamentalism, Mr Karimov 
said the people and government of his country had been 
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strongly resisting this threat from Tajikistan. “Had it not 
been so I would not have been sitting here today,” Mr 
Karimov remarked. 


He invited Indian businessmen to visit his country and 
set up joint ventures. Mr Karimov pointed out that of 
the 960 joint ventures currently underway in his country 
a mere 14 were with India of which only six were 
operational. “This is insufficient for a great country like 
India,” he said while revealing statistics on Uzbekistan’s 
rich mineral resources including gold, natural gas and 
strategic minerals like uranium. 


Mr Karimov said that his country attached great impor- 
tance to the experiences of India as a successful secular 
democracy. “India has been going along the democratic 
road for development while being able to simultaneously 
preserve its national culture and historic traditions. We are 
presently in a transition period and are in the midst of 
transforming from a totalitarian state to a free market 
economy. Our stress will be on attaining self-reliance and 
preservation of our traditions and ethnic identity. But we 
hope to learn from the experiences of other countries who 


have passed through a similar phase,” he pointed out. 


Bilateral Commission With UAE Meets, Pact Signed 


94AS0183Q Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 7 Jan 94 p 13 


[Article: “India, UAE Sign Extradition Treaty”; quota- 
tion marks as published] 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 6: India and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) have made considerable headway on a 
bilateral extradition treaty and other aspects of judicial 
cooperation. 


The Indo UAE joint commission, in a pressnote on 
Thursday, said that technical discussions were held 
between the two sides and these would be continued in 
Abu Dhabi at an early date. The seventh meeting of the 
commission was cochaired by Secretary (West) in the 
External Affairs Ministry K. Srinivasan and Director in 
the Department of Economic Relations and Interna- 
tional Cooperation of the UAE Foreign Ministry 
Moh summed Khalifa Bin Yousef Al-Suwaidi. 


Mr Al-Suwaidi, who later called on External Affairs 
Minister Dinesh Singh, conveyed to him that conclusion 
of an extradition treaty would be held in combatting the 
menace of terrorism. 


Mr Al-Suwaidi expressed satisfaction at the recom- 
mencement of Indo-Pakistan dialogue and hoped that 
this would continue with patience and flexibility. 


Mr a Singh noted that the just concluded three-day 
ng of the joint commission had taken substantial 
decisions and assured the UAE leader that India would 


pursue various specific initiatives vigorously. 


Mr Al-Suwaidi said his country was looking forward to 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s visit this year. He 
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also met Ministers of State R.L. Bhatia and Salman 
Khursheed. 


The joint commission discussed a wide range of issues 
relating to investment, trade, economic and industrial 
cooperation, justice, security, consular and man-power 
matters and interaction in the areas of water resources, 
power generation, agriculture, fisheries, post and tele- 
communications, banking, education and information 
and media exchanges. 


An agreement to counter trafficking in narcotic drug and 
the cultural exchange programme for 1994-96 were also 
signed by the two sides. The narcotics agreement, which 
provides for exchange of information and other cooper- 
ation between the designated agencies of the two sides, is 
the first which India signed with any Arab country. 


Technical discussions were held and considerable headway 
was made on a bilateral treaty dealing with extradition as 
well as other aspects of judicial cooperation. 


India will organise an exclusive ‘India exhibition’ in 
Dubayy in September this year. In addition visits are 
planned this year by delegations from the Federal Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry [FICCI] of the UAE to 
India and by delegations from the Assocham [Associated 
Chamber of Commerce] and FICCI to the UAE. 


The UAE Agriculture Minister is to pay a visit to India 
this year. 
The eighth meeting of the joint commission, it has been 
decided, would be held in Abu Dhabi in the middle of 
this year. 


Paper Reports Talks With Italy’s Foreign Minister 
944S0183N Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Jan 94 p 9 


{Article by K.K. Katyal: “Italy Agrees To Step Up 
Economic Cooperation”) 

[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 3. Noting similarities in their 
perceptions of global developments, India and Italy 
today agreed to intensify contacts at the highest level of 
their foreign offices. Views were also exchanged on ways 
to step up economic cooperation—now that Italy is to 
participate in the Indian Engineering Trade air in 1995 
as a partner country, for the second time in ten years. 


The Foreign Ministers of both the countries, Mr. Dinesh 
Singh and Prof. Beniamino Andreatta, now here, held 
wide-ranging discussions, covering bilateral and global 
issues, apart from the developments in their respective 
regions. Prof. Andreatta called on the President, Dr. S.D. 
Sharma, and met the Finance Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh for talks on the specifics of economic cooperation. 
Prof. Andreatta had earlier held economic portfolios, as 
the Minister of Budget and Economic Planning and the 
Minister of Treasury. His visit now is looked upon for a 
deepening of economic relations. In June last year, the 
first Indo-Italian Industrial Forum, held in Venice and 
inaugurated by Dr. Manmohan Singh, was regarded a 
major success. 
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Measures to solve problems: According to an official 
spokesman, Mr. Dinesh Singh briefed Prof. Andreatta on 
steps taken by India to seek a peaceful solution of its 
problems with Pakistan as also on the outlook of cooper- 
ation in South Asia within the SAARC (South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation) framework. They 
also exchanged views on the situation in the Central Asian 
republics, with Prof. Andreatta welcoming India’s growing 
cooperation with these countries as a factor of stability. 


The two Ministers welcomed the recent cooperation 
agreement and the Joint Political statement between 
Indian and the European Union, underlining the desire 
of the two sides to intensify relations in economic and 
political fields. Also, they exchanged views on the reform 
of the U.N., specially the expansion of the Security 
Council, and the U.N. peace-keeping operations, with 
particular reference to Somalia. 


India’s economic reforms were one of the subjects of 
discussions with Dr. Manmohan Singh who expressed 
the hope for the increased involvement of Italian busi- 
ness and industry in the Indian market, taking full 
advantage of the new opportunities for investment and 
joint ventures. They agreed that steps needed to be taken 
to intensify contacts between businessmen and to dis- 
seminate information regarding the opportunities that 
had opened up. 


Foreign Secretaries’ Islamabad Talks Reported 


Correspondent’s Report 
94A4S0186A Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Jan 94 p 1 


[Article by P.S. Suryanarayana: “Efforts To Continue To 
Resolve Kashmir Issue’’] 


[Text] Islamabad, Jan. 3. India and Pakistan on Monday 
agreed to make “sincere efforts” to resolve “the Jammu 
and Kashmir problem” in “‘all aspects,” although both 
sides “recognised that there are basic divergences,” 
according to a joint statement, issued here at the conclu- 
sion of the latest round of talks between the Foreign 
Secretaries. 


The sentiments expressed implied a polite agreement to 
keep the current process of the bilateral parleys on course 
without actually setting a date for the next round of talks. 


India had offered to make specific new proposals on the 
Kashmir as well as other issues like Siachen, Wular barrage 
and the Sir Creek estuary. Pakistan expects to receive these 
new ideas from India in about two weeks’ time. 


Not Linked 


Pakistan, it is understood, had not linked the Siachen 
question to the Kashmir issue. 


The Indian Foreign Secretary, Mr. J.N. Dixit, said he 
held “a preliminary discussion on some suggestions” on 
the Kashmir issue which, according to him, “have to be 
considered by both sides.” In his view, it now remains to 
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be seen as to “how we can proceed on those suggestions” 
during future consultations. Mr. Dixit did not say what 
these Indian proposals were. 


Both Mr. Dixit and his Pakistani counterpart, Mr. 
Shahryar M. Khan, stood their ground during the talks 
here, to uphold the vital interests of their countries. But 
the two sides, in accordance with the joint statement, are 
expected to “consult each other on the question of 
further talks at the Foreign Secretary or other level.” 


It was in this context that the two Foreign Secretaries in 
their statement, reiterated “the need to engage in a mean- 
ingful dialogue with a view to addressing all outstanding 
problems” in the bilateral relationship, including “all 
aspects of the Jammu and Kashmir problem. 


Mr. Dixit left for Delhi after addressing a press confer- 
ence with Mr. Shahryar Khan, with whom he held four 
sessions of talks, two each on Sunday and Monday, 
besides protracted informal conversations. 


Answering a question regarding the apparent failure of the 
latest round of talks, Mr. Dixit said: “We (India and 
Pakistan) are (still) in the same position (on Kashmir as at 
the start of these talks). The joint statement says that there 
are divergences. We are dealing with a complex problem. It 
is not necessary that accomplishment should emerge 
immediately like Minerva out of the head of Jupiter.” 


Mr. Dixit explained “the very fact that, after such a long 
gap of time, we met, and (also the fact that) we have 
addressed this specific question of Jammu and Kash- 
mir...is progress enough.” The two countries, which “have 
addressed this specific question” after a period of many 
years, now “agreed to find ways to move forward to resolve 
this problem...despite the very fundamental differences of 
opinion about the situation on the ground (on both sides of 
the line of control in Jammu and Kashmir).” 


Mr. Dixit said India’s negotiating principle in regard to 
Kashmir and all other Indo-Pakistan issues was to 
“reason together with our friends in Pakistan in the hope 
and the confidence that we shall find some solution even 
if it takes some time.” 


Mr. Shahryar Khan, too, insisted that the fact of India’s 
participation in the latest round of talks and, more 
important, its entering into a dialogue with Pakistan 
over the basic Kashmir issue “in great seriousness” 
should be seen as “a step forward,” albeit a “small one” 
in the direction of a new equation between the two 
countries. “In diplomacy, every small step counts.” 


The Pakistan Foreign Secretary did not, however, seek to 
discount the “basic divergences” on the Kashmir issue. 
He said: “It is our belief that, at the appropriate time, it 
is better to engage in a dialogue to try and resolve 
differences than to resort to other means.” It was in this 
spirit that Pakistan had resumed the Foreign Secretary 
level talks, he explained in an apparent bid to contain the 
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vocal criticism in some quarters here that the Benazir 
administration might be unwittingly walking into a par- 
leys trap set by India. 


Mr. Shabryar Khan also allayed the fears of a possible 
sell-out of the interests of the Kashmiris by asserting that 
“the Kashmiris are central to the resolution of the Kashmir 
issue.” And, “at the appropriate time, the (Kashmiri) 
leadership, which has to be recognised (by India and 
Pakistan) should participate in their own destiny,” he 
added. “‘In what manner and at what time” this could be 
done, he said “needs to be discussed in the future.” 


Mr. Dixit intervened to say that he had now conveyed to 
Mr. Shahryar Khan a policy statement that was recently 
made by the Home Minister of India to affirm that Delhi 
would, “for (the purpose of) any political solution, take 
into confidence all the people of Jammu and Kashmir.” 
He declined to give details. 


It was also evident at the joint process conference that 
noticeable differences over the relevance of the old 
United Nations resolutions on Kashmir came into sharp 
focus during the talks here. Mr. Dixit said the “irrele- 
vance”’ of these resolutions had been repeatedly empha- 
sised by India. Mr. Shahryar Khan, on the other hand, 
said the U.N. resolution could not, in any sense, be 
regarded as having “withered on vine.” 


On the issue of human rights Mr. Khan said the resolu- 
tion planned to be moved at a U.N. forum sometime ago 
had only been shelved and that Pakistan still reserved 
the right to revive it in some form or other. 


Asked about the pre-conditions for dialogue that the 
Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Assef Ali, had reportedly 
set when the Indian High Commissioner, Mr. S.K. 
Lambah, supposedly met him, recently, Mr. Dixit said 
he was told of such conditions when he himself called on 
Mr. Assef Ali today. Mr. Dixit clarified that Mr. Lambah 
had not in fact met Mr. Assef Ali. 


Mr. Dixit outlined Delhi’s stand that any talks aimed at 
settling “a really complex and an almost intractable 
problem” like that relating to Kashmir could only be 
held “without pre-conditions.” 


Mr. Shahryar Khan, who spoke to the international 
media for a second time on Monday, soon after seeing 
Mr. Dixit off, said “the situation on the ground will be 
the determinant of our (Pakistani) attitude to the ques- 
tion of resuming talks” with India. 


Outlining a host of issues which would influence the 
thinking of Pakistan, Mr. Khan said Islamabad had 
already asked Delhi to release the political prisoners in 
Kashmir, to allow the international media as well as 
diplomats “a free and unfettered” movement across 
Jammu and Kashmir and to reduce the number of 
additional troops that India had recently deployed in the 
State. The Hazratbal issue, as also the continuing 
“repression” in that State, were causing unmitigated 
concern to Pakistan, he added. 
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As for Pakistan’s role in terrorist-subversive activities in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Khan said Islamabad would 
accept a mechanism of neutral international observers to 
monitor the alleged cross-border forays from Pakistan. 
In a related move, Pakistan would be willing to allow 
monitoring in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir too. 

These issues would not, however, cloud the fact that 
Pakistan “regards the talks as a precedent for the future 
discussions on Jammu and Kashmir,” Mr. Shahryar 
Khan said. 


PTI reports: 


Mr. Dixit returned to New Delhi tonight. He is expected 
to brief the Prime Minister tomorrow. 


Dixit Delhi Press Conference 


94AS0186B Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 5 Jan 94 p 9 


[Article: “India Warns Pak” 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 4: India on Tuesday “cautioned” 
Pakistan that it might delay sending its proposals to 
resolve six bilateral problems in case Islamabad linked 
the continuation of bilateral dialogue to a change in New 
Delhi's stand on the Kashmir issue. 


According to the Foreign Secretary, Mr. J.N. Dixit, a 
stalemate persisted on the Kashmir issue during his talks 
which concluded in Islamabad on Monday. 


India does not look at the Indo-Pakistan relations 
through “one prism” of Kashmir issue, though Pakistan 
considers Kashmir as the “core issue.” India is com- 
mitted to continuing peace process without any precon- 
ditions for resolution of all bilateral disputes between 
India and Pakistan, since geographically the two coun- 
tries will have to live together as neighbours. 


This was the approach which India adopted at the 
seventh round of India-Pakistan Foreign Secretary— 
level talks that concluded on Monday in Islamabad, 
according to Mr. Dixit, who led the Indian delegation to 
the talks, at a 45-minute press conference here on 
Tuesday. 


Conceding that there were basic differences on the 
Kashmir issue, Mr. Dixit stated that there were issues 
like Siachen, stabilisation of situation along the Line of 
Control, measures of confidence building problems of 
nuclear and conventional arms proliferation, maritime 
boundary, issues of economic cooperation, all these 
issues were to be tackled for mutual benefit. India 
offered to prepare a position paper covering all these 
issues which would be considered at the next round of 
the Foreign Secretary-level meet. 


India suggested that the eighth round of the Foreign 
Secretary-level meet to take place within a period of four 
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months. But Pakistan preferred to keep it “open-dated” 
and dates to be dependent on “visible Indian response 
on ground.” 


The position paper would also be presented to Pakistan 
also on the basis of “realities on ground,” Mr. Dixit said. 
Thus this also has become “open-dated.” 


The position paper would deal with demarcation of 
boundary in Sir Creek area, deployment in Siachen area. 


Mr. Dixit said that India did not and would not give up 
“peaceful process” for resolution of all outstanding prob- 
lems between the two countries and would continue to 
pursue that process. 


Reaction in U.S. 
944S0186C Madras THE HINDU in English 6 Jan 94 p 9 


[Article by C. Raja Mohan: “U.S. Offers To Push Indo- 
Pak Talks”; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Washington, Jan. 5. The United States will con- 
tinue to prod India and Pakistan to work at resolving 
various issues that bedevil mutual relations, according to 
sources in the Clinton administration. They see the just 
concluded round of dialogue in Islamabad as a useful 
first step in a process with significant potential. 


The sources are not surprised at the testy nature of the 
dialogue and its tentative outcome insisting that only 
India and Pakistan can resolve their differences, the 
administration expressed its readiness to help facilitate a 
forward movement in the dialogue. 


z 


pressing both countries to resume the “high-level” 
logue that last took place in August 1992. Although 
Washington did not publicly take credit for the resump- 
tion, the American pressure apparently was a key factor 
in the renewal of the Indo-Pakistani dialogue. 


The State department welcomed the “agreement in prin- 
ciple” reached in Islamabad to continue the talks at the 
‘Foreign Secretary or other levels.’ The administration 
hopes that ‘further talks can take place soon.’ 


The State department said, “We agree that a meaningful 
dialogue is needed to peacefully resolve the issues 
between India and Pakistan. To that end, we encourage 
both parties to approach the entire range of issues 
constructively with the aim of achieving tangible agree- 
ments leading to reduced tensions.” 


To another written question on the U.S. mediatory role, 
it declared that “‘we do not see ourselves in a mediator’s 
role.” However, “the U.S. is willing to assist India and 
Pakistan to reach and implement agreements if they both 
so desire.” 
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Dialogue on Kashmir: The written response made no 
direct mention of the Kashmir dispute. But sources in 
the administration referred to its complex nature and the 
difficulty both India and Pakistan face in making hard 
political and psychological adjustments to their trad’- 
tional diplomatic posture on Kashmir. 


The sources also believe that the process of the dialogue 
on Kashmir should be seen as being productive by the 
people in the valley. India needs to go beyond the small 
steps it has taken on the human rights front, and initiate 
a genuine political process in the troubled State. The 
sources regret that despite much talk about a political 
initiative, New Delhi is yet to set in motion a new 
a They also note that the Indo- 
Pakistan dialogue on Kashmir would be a long slog. 


Questioned on the basic tension between the Pakistani 
approach to emphasising the resolution of the core 
issue—Kashmir—and the Indian call for progress on a 
broad front of bilateral relations, the sources suggest that 
this may not be unique to the sub-continent. They point 
to West Asia, where Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation have made substantial progress in 
resolving their bilateral conflict, sidestepping the so- 
called core issues like the status of Jerusalem. This 
pragmatic, and typ‘cally American, approach to prob- 
lem-solving is widely shared in Washington. 

Dr. Mitchell Riess, a scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
Centre, suggested that progress on other issues should 
not be held hostage ‘o the resolution of the Kashmir 
dispute. Noting that an agreement on Siachen is at hand, 
Dr. Riess pointed out that movement on resolving 
smaller issues could generate a political momentum and 
the right diplomatic ambience to address the larger 
issues. “Solve what you can and keep talking.” 


Welcoming the resumption of the dialogue, Dr. Michaei 
Krepon, director of the Henry L. Stimson Centre which 
has in recent years taken consistent interest in Indo- 
Pakistani confidence-building, noted that several impedi- 
ments to conflict resolution and confidence-building mea- 
sures in the Sub-continent had been removed. The positive 
results of the latest elections in Pakistan and India, he 
believes, may have paved the way for a sober approach to 
problem solving in the Indian sub-continent. 

Dr. Krepon is apprehensive that without a political initia- 
tive at the highest level it may not be possible to realise the 
full potential of the Indo-Pakistani dialogue. But sources in 
the administration note the constraints on the leadership 
in both the countries imposed by the partisan rhetoric and 
their political opponents. They refer to the enormous 
concrete work that needs to be done in New Delhi and 
Islamabad to push the dialogue forward. 


In one important Pakistani response available here, Mr. 
Abdus Sattar, who recently served as the Foreign Min- 
ister of that country, wished that the Islamabad talks had 
resulted in a more tangible . Mr. Sattar, cur- 


rently a distinguished fellow at the U.S. Institute of 
Peace in Washington, was earlier the Foreign Secretary 
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of Pakistan and posted twice as High Commissioner to 
India. Mr. Sattar lamented that while there was an 
incredible movement in conflict resolution in South 
Africa, West Asia and northern Ireland, India and Paki- 
stan had lagged behind. 


Interestingly, the recent dialogue has attracted little 
attention in the U.S. media. The written response of 
the State department came only when the spokesman, 
who had no prepared answer, was questioned by the 
reporters from the sub-continent. For all anxieties in 
India and hopes in Pakistan about an American role in 
Kashmir, the issue barely figurtes in the foreign policy 
discourse in Washington. Only the few South Asia 
hands inside the State department and outside in this 
town appear concerned about the future of Kashmir or 
Indo-Pakistani relations. 


Raphael Comments ‘Unfortunate’ 


PTI reports from New York 


Mr. Gary Ackerman, Chairman of the U.S. House sub- 
committee on South Asia and Pacific Affairs, has 
described as “very unfortunate” and “regrettable” the 
remarks by Ms. Robin Raphael, Assistant Secretary of 
State for South Asia, questioning the legality of the 
accession of Kashmir to India. “I think it does not 
indicate any shift or change whatsoever in the official 
US. policy.” 


Asked about Pakistani-trained militants indulging in 
terrorism in Kashmir, he said terrorism anywhere was of 
great concern to humanity. “There are problems in 
Kashmir. There are those who foment trouble. There are 
always those who commit terrorist acts. It is time when 
Governments should exercise their legitimate rights to 
maintain order.” 


In this connection, Mr. Ackerman stressed the need for 
“appropriate handling” of the cases of excesses that the 
security forces sometime committed while handling 
terrorism. 


On human rights, he was ‘very happy’ to see that the 
situation in India was improving all the time. Replying 
to a question, he said India’s nuclear programme so far 
“seems to be fairly responsible.” But India must sign the 
nuclear non-proliferation treaty and open facilities to 
inspection. He would like to see New Delhi open up the 
process completely and be a member in good standing of 
the treaty. 


The U.S. had same concerns with India as with other 
nations whether friendly or not. “We have the same 
concern with China on a larger scale and everywhere 
there is nuclear (weapon) potential or nuclear capabil- 
ity.” “We have a terrible problem with China’s nuclear 

me. We have a terrible problem with North 
Korea and the Ukraine.” 
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Rao Inaugurates Science and Technology Conference 


944S0183M Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 4 Jan 94 p 9 


[Article: “PM Warns Against Attempts To Deny Tech- 
nology to India”; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Jaipur, Jan. 3 (PTI & UNI): The Prime Minister, 
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, today warned against attempts 
to deny certain technologies to India even in the post- 
GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) period 
marked by liberalisation of trade in goods and services. 


“It is a kind of protectionism built into liberalisation... 
An attempt will be there to withhold a technology from 
a country like India due to apprehensions that it would 
become powerful and progressive,” Mr Rao said inaugu- 
rating the 81st session of the Indian Science Congress. 


Expressing confidence that the country would come out 
of such a situation, he foresaw a rapid expansion in the 
research and development field. He appealed to science 
and technology personnel to help the country in 
exploiting the vast export opportunities offered by the 
post-GATT period. 


The Prime Minister said India, with its vast reservoir of 
science and technology personnel and comparatively 
lower manpower costs, was fully capable of meeting the 
export challenges thrown open in the post—GATT lib- 
eralised environment. 


GATT ensured further opening up of national econo- 
mies and Indian science and technology personnel and 
industry leaders would have an enlarged arena to play 
their part in this new situation, he said. 


Allaying fears expressed by some scientists and certain 
sectors of trade that indigenous research and develop- 
ment might be jeopardised by the recently concluded 
GATT negotiations, Mr Rao said India couid, in fact, 
clearly delineate areas of significant opportunities in 
textiles and clothing, agriculture, trade related intellec- 
tual property rights, and services. 


Science and technology and research and development 
would be of paramount importance in the post-GATT 
l‘beralised environment, he said. In the new scenario, 
there was a large scope for cross-border investments and 
the spread of research and development across the 
national boundaries, he said. 


India must be prepared to profit from this situation as 
research and development cosis in India vary greatly 
from the costs abroad, he noted. 


The Prime Minister said India could launch joint 
research and development projects with other countries. 
It could do so because of high science and technology 
calibre in a wide spectrum of fields, substantial research 
and development infrastructure, extensive test facilities 
of world standard, language skills and worldwide pres- 
ence of Indian scientists, he added. 
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Earlier, the Prime Minister presented the Asutosh 
Mukherjee Memorial Award for 1993 to Dr A.S. Paintal, 
C.V. Raman Birth Centenary Award to Dr M.S. 
Narasimha, Srinivasa Ramanujan Birth Centenary Award 
to Prof. B.P. Bambah, M.N. Saha Birth Centenary Award 
to Dr Hari Narain, P.V. Mahanalobis Birth Centenary 
Award to Prof. P.V. Sukhatme, J.C. Bose Memorial Award 
to Prof. A.K. Sharma, P.C. Ray Memorial Award to Prof. 
C.N.R. Rao and Prof. Hira Lal Chakaravarty Award to Dr 
K.C. Bansal and Dr S.L. Kothari. 


Rajasthan Governor Bali Ram Bhagat released a sou- 
venir and Chief Minister Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 
released a book titled ‘Indian Science-A Selected Bibliog- 
raphy’ on the occasion. 


Anti-Dunkel Protests Greet Rao in Hyderabad 
94AS0183S Madras THE HINDU in English 8 Jan 94 p 4 


[Article: “Anti-Dunkel Protests Greet Rao”) 


[Text] Hyderabad, Jan. 7. The Andhra Pradesh Govern- 
ment faced acute embarrassment as the Prime Minister, 
Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao was greeted by hostile demon- 
strations almost everywhere he went during a day long 
tour of his Nandyal constituency on Thursday. 


Perhaps, it was the for the first time that the motorcade of 
a Prime Minister was forced to retreat when a 200-strong 
defiant mob of extremists blocked his way, taking the 
strong posse of police by surprise. The incident occurred 
near the Municipal office in Nandyal as the Prime Min- 
ister was proceeding to address a public meeting. 


These anti-Dunkel demonstrators, undeterred by the 
lathicharge, chased the Prime Minister’s convoy as it was 
retreating to a guest house. The incident forced post- 
ponement of the public meeting by two and half hours 
and a worried Chief Minister, M. K. Vijayabhaskara 
Reddy tendered an apology for the security lapse. 


The day’s schedule of the Prime Minister began on an 
unhappy note with a group of villagers waving black flags 
at Mr. Rao’s first public meeting at Atmakur, demanding 
lift irrigation schemes from Srisailam main canal. 
Atmakur area is the centre of extremist activity in 


Demonstration by women: Yet another show of protest 


‘ wnder the very nose of the police was one led by Ms 


Sandhya of Progressive Organisation of Women who 
contested against the Chief Minister in Panyam 
Assembly constituency. She organised a group of 
women, flaunting empty pitchers near the R & B Guest 
House where the Prime Minister was staying, demanding 
drinking water for Nandyal town. 


This was followed by a noisy demonstration by Rayala- 
seema Paper Mills Staff and Workers Union while Mr. Rao 
was inaugurating a flyover on the town outskirts. Angry at 
the Prime Minister turning a deaf ear to their demand for 
reopening of the sick mill, the workers went on a rampage 
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in the town, burning Congress(I) flags, pulling down arches 
and banners and damaging the vehicles en route. About 
3,000 men and women marched towards the venue of the 
public meeting but were chased away by the police. This 
incident too caught the district administration off guard 
because a CITU (Center of Indian Trade Unions) delega- 
tion led by Mr. N. Prasada Rao, its State Secretary, was 
allowed to meet the Prime Minister. 


Bullet proof enclosure: In response to these demonsira- 
tions, the Prime Minister explained the Government’s 
stand on Dunkel proposals but did not refer to either the 
water scarcity in Nandyal or the paper mill workers’ 
demands. For the first time in Nandyal constituency, 
Mr. Rao addressed public meetings, standing behind a 
bullet proof glass enclosure. 


Specific questions relating to the needs of Nandyal 
constituency dominated the press conference that Mr. 
Rao addressed at the guest house but his replies were 
vague. He expressed happiness over the pace of devel- 
opmental activities in his constituency during the 25 
months since his election but refused to draw compari- 
sons with Amethi, represented by late Rajiv Gandhi. The 
press meet was a brief seven-minute affair. 


Water schemes launched: Mr. Narasimha Rao’s fifth 
visit to his constituency was marked by the launching of 
two protected drinking water schemes involving an 
investment of Rs.[rupees]3.5 crores and benefiting 31 
villages, seven lift irrigation schemes costing Rs. 1.30 
crores, inauguration of a Scheduled Caste housing 
colony and a Rs. 4.81-crore road bridge in Nandyal. He 
also declared open a low power TV transmitter at 
Atmakur, the only Assembly segment in his constitu- 
ency, which did not have this facility. 


The Government media managers took pains to rroject 
the progress in the constituency and circulated brochures 
highlighting development activities at the press confer- 
ence. But the spate of demonstrations and the memo- 
randa submitted to the Prime Minister indicate that the 
expectations aroused in the wake of his election still 


persist. 


Open Fight Between Jayalalitha, Reddy Examined 


94AS0181C Jalandhar PUNJAB KESARI in Hindi 
10 Jan 94 p 4 


[Article by Ashwani Kumar: “Open Fight Between Jay- 
alalitha, Reddy”’] 


[Text] The row between Jayalalitha and governor 
Channa Reddy in Tamil Nadu has come out in the open 
now. The Congress (I) leaders have accused Chief Min- 
ister Jayalalitha of being a rebel and a dictator, while her 
supporters have accused Governor Reddy to running a 
parallel government in the state. 


Chief Minister Jayalalitha started a new dispute recently. 
This fight will now not limited to Tamil Nadu; it will 
effect other states also. Governor Reddy is also playing a 
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role in this dispute, however, this is the first time that the 
governors are feeling that chief ministers may try to 
undermine their authority. 


According to tradition, the governor of a state is the 
ex-officio chancellor of the state university, and he has 
the right to appoint chancellors and deputy chancellors 
to the university. He also presides over the university’s 
graduation ceremonies. A while back, when the position 
of chancellor at Madras University was vacated, names 
of three persons were sent to Governor Channa Reddy. 
Mr. Reddy rejected the three names. Chief Minister 
Jayalalitha made this minor incident a case of prestige 
and dispute and presented a controversial legislation in 
the vidhan sabha. This legislation asks for transferring 
the rights as the chancellor from the governor to the chief 
minister. It is important to mention here that the prime 
minister and not the governor will be the ex-officio 
chancellor according to the proposed legislation, and 
vice chancellors of the 13 universities in the state would 
be appointed by the chief minister on recommendation 
by a three-member committee. One of the three mem- 
bers would be appointed by the chief minister as the 
ex-officio chancellor. The state education minister 
would be the vice chancellor of nine of the state univer- 
sities. The health minister would be the vice chancellor 
of the state medical college, and the agricultural minister 
and the animal husbandry minister will be the vice 
chancellors of the agricultural college and veterinary 
science college respectively. Thus, to avenge the rejec- 
tion of the names proposed by her, Jayalalitha is trying 
to change the Constitution. 


It is a well-known fact that the dispute between the two 
started the day Dr. Channa Reddy arrived in Tamil 
Nadu as the governor. Although the governor is a senior 
Congress (I) leader, Ms. Jayalalitha is very apprehensive 
of him. Chief Minister Jayalalitha was not worried while 
she worked with the former Tamil Nadu governor, 
Bhisham Narayan Singh. At this time, Jayalalitha’s star 
in Tamil Nadu politics is on the rise. Both opposition 
parties in Tamil Nadu are in bad shape. The Pradesh 
Congress (I) is weak because of the internal strife in it, 
and DMK [Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam], her major 
opponent party, has also split in to two factions. The 
Congress (I) and DMK are so weak in Tamil Nadu that 
they are trying to save their existence. As the result of all 
these developments, Jayalalitha and her party have 
become stronger than ever. 


However, by starting this fight with Dr. Channa Reddy, 
Jayalalitha has initiated a new dispute. Recently, a repre- 
sentative of Jayalalitha had accused Governor Reddy in 
Delhi of running a parallel government in the state. She 
accused that Dr. Reddy had taken steps to question 


various decisions made by the elected ADMK [Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam] government. He is also 
accused of delaying the session of the vidhan sabha for two 
months. He had called the vidhan sabha only after the state 
had the prime minister and the president interfere. The 
governor delayed a file requesting extension of the chief 
secretary's appointment, and instigated the Jayalalitha 
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government by rejecting the proposed names for the posi- 
tion of vice chancellors. She further accused him of 
breaking rules by establishing a relief fund for the Maha- 
rashtra earthquake victims. A traditional relief fund under 
the chief minister is already there. 


Meanwhile the Tamil Nadu Congress (I) Committee has 
accused Jayalalitha of treason and has demanded her 
dismissal. Mr. K. Ramamurthy, the state Congress (I) 
president, says that the ADMK government is acting as 
if Tamil Nadu was a separate island and not a part of the 
Indian Union. He said that the government was trying 
hard to insult the position of the governor. He also said 
that the governor’s photograph was deliberately removed 
from the state vidhan sabha diary. This is the first time 
when the state Congress (I) president has openly 
demanded dismissal of Jayalalitha’s government. Jayala- 
litha is suffering all these problems because of her 
support for the no-confidence motion in the Lok Sabha 
against the prime minister last year. However, the situ- 
ation of Tamil Nadu’s Congress (1) Party and the DMK 
party is very weak. There is no political power in Tamil 
Nadu to challenge Jayalalitha until the next election. 


Chandra Shekhar Interviewed on Nationalism, 
Casteism 


944AS0179A New Delhi JANSATTA in Hindi 
21, 22, 23, 24 Jan 94 


{Chandra Shekhar interviewed by Ram Bahadur Ray: 
“Using Religion as a Support Is Not the Only Danger, So 
Is Using Casteism”; place and date not given] 


[21 Jan pp 1, 10) 


[Text] Former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar talks 
openly, rising above the party politics and election benefits 
level. When talking about national issues, his openness 
has hurt him in his political life. Be it the issue of the 
emergency, , Ram Janambhumi-Babri Masjid, or 
Mandal, Cha Shekhar's opinion was always different 
and far from the beaten path. During the emergency, even 
though he was in the C Party, he supported JP [Jay 
Prakash Narayan]. On the issue of swadeshi, he did not 
hesitate in supporting the RSS [Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh]. He is as worried about the religious politics of the 
BJP [Bharatiya Janata Party] as he is about Kanshi Ram 
and Mulayam Singh Yadav’s caste politics. We are giving 
excerpts from an interview on political and social issues 
with Ram Bahadur recently. 


[Question] Before the election, you announced that both 
the Congress and the BJP are dangerous to the nation. 
Regardless of which one wins, in your opinion, what is 
the danger now? Do you see a third danger? 


[Chandra Shekhar] The results of this election have 
given us two kinds of hints. One is that the danger of the 
BJP has been pushed back some. But this danger is not 
totally gone. The BJP defeat in Uttar Pradesh [UP] is 
being given too much importance; however, the narrow 
slogans that it used to win the elections of the past were 
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stolen by the people who defeated it. As dangerous as 
using religion in politics to win a government is, encour- 
aging caste feelings for this purpose is no less dangerous. 
Narrow politics always takes us into blind alleys. I do not 
wani the situation to become any worse; however, the 
preliminary indicators tell us that the situation is taking 
a dangerous turn. Another thing is that if regional 
political parties form governments in different places, 
then the unity of our nation will be jeopardized. I believe 
that regional parties should come into power in the 
federal system of a government. However, the indeci- 
siveness of the central government about these chal- 
lenges worries me. The recent elections have made it 
clear that the power of regional parties will continue to 
increase. At the same time, it is clear that the present 
government at the Center cannot make a clear decision 
in any difficult situation. Running a country and running 
a government are two very different things. Our present 
prime minister is expert in running the government; 
however, it is clear that he lacks the ability to make 
decisions in running the country. 


if the Congress Party breaks up, then there will be a 
danger similar to the emergence of regional parties. I am 
not a supporter of the Congress Party; however, disinte- 
gration of the Congress Party will directly benefit the 
BJP at the national level. It is true that the danger from 
the BJP will come after some time. However, in a 
country like India, with so much diversity, the BJP will 
be unable to maintain unity. Gaining power through the 
use of blind religious feelings will make a party auto- 
cratic. It is impossible to run this country through an 
autocratic system. It has not happened in the past, nor 
will it happen in the future. 


As for the third power, I have tried for it. But the people 
who were so eager for unity suddenly retreated. This 
makes clear one more aspect: that we consider politics 
only as a timely success. Politics is a long-range pursuit. 
It is a kind of hard work in which a person, after failing 
many times, gives a new message and strength to the 
future generations. But the present leaders consider it 
only as an ideal. They say that only unsuccessful and 
failed people talk like that. The results of the recent 
elections clearly indicate that many leaders lose every- 
thing with one bump. The people who, until yesterday, 
claimed to write a new history are seeing their castles of 
hope destroyed like a house of cards. If they do not have 
enough power to even oppose consistently, then they 
cannot talk about writing history. They cannot even take 


a preliminary step in politics. 


[Question] If we forget the caste equation from the recent 
U.P. election results, will the major part played by the 
backward people there strengthen Indian democracy? 


{Chandra Shekhar] I would be happy if this happened now. 
But judging from some incidents in Uttar Pradesh, it is 
clear that this will not happen. The slogans that were used 
for uniting the backward groups could result in a caste 
struggle because of voices raised by the higher-caste 
people. In this struggle, only the poor will suffer. It is 
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important to pay attention to the fact that the slogans used 
to get the support of the poor can arouse some special 
emotions. If emotions are aroused on caste hatred and not 
on the rich and poor equation, then it would not be very 
difficult to change this to an economic war. We are 
successful in efforts for which we try hard. The question of 
a revolution is a separate one. I believe that we are looking 
at this problem within the framework of parliamentary 
democracy, and therefore, we do not see any danger here. 
It is easy to arouse emotions, but it is hard to direct them 
for productive work. This is clear from our political 
experience over the last few hundred years. 


[Question] Keeping in mind the character of the middle 
class during the last 50 years, or the kind of people that 
have been becoming the leaders in government, do you 
consider them the reason for their failure to keep their 
promises? 


{Chandra Shekhar] The kind of society we create will result 
in the same kind of people emerging into our social, 
political, and economic life. Therefore, what is important 
is the kind of society we create. The leaders in various 
regions are surrounded by their narrow spheres. We have 
spread the limits around ourselves. We have to start this 
work somewhere. I believe that beginnings should take 
place where decisions about India’s future are made. 


There are two great qualities that our country has. First, 
our people are not ignorant. If we disregard religious 
history and tradition, we will find that the people are 
very flexible about creating a society. If we explain to 
them the interests and negative aspects of our country, 
then they accept our argument after some hesitation— 
that is, if those who understand it realize these facts 
during their lifetime. The sadhus and saints get thou- 
sands of disciples. Some of these are of bad character, 
however, that is our country’s greatest strength. This has 
been our tradition for thousands of years. We have to 
give the right direction to this strength, so that it benefits 
our country. The second quality is that we have the 
tendency to be satisfied with very little. In no other 
country are laborevs willing to work so hard for so little 
as in India. They have to understand that their hard 
work will benefit the children of the future. However, we 
could not use both these qualities. Neither did we 
present examples to the people, nor could we give the 
right direction to our country’s energy and its inherent 
strengths. 


[22 Jan pp 1, 5] 


[Text] Former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar is not 
disappointed, even in this disheartening atmosphere. He 
feels that our country is in the process of change. This 
period, instead of disappointing him like it does other 
people, also gives him hope. He has faith in the inherent 
powers of the Indian society. The government has opened 
the door to world powers to let them play openly here. 
Still, the society will rise against the new challenges. This 
is the second part of Chandra Shekhar’s talk with Ram 
Bahadur Rai. 








22 SOUTH ASIA 


[Question] Those who lead India during this time of 
change do not care about long-range results. Do not you 
think that this is a period of change for our country? 


{Chandra Shekhar] I believe it is a period of change. I 
also belicve that some people are trying to give a specific 
direction to history, which is not permanent. However, 
we cannot isolate ourselves to make a decision, because 
the world has become very complex. Other countries are 
trying to influence our political character. In this con- 
text, we remember Mrs. Indira Gandhi. You are aware 
that I strongly criticized her policies, but she should be 
praised for two things. First, she did not tolerate even the 
slightest interference of another country in our national 
politics. Second, she did not allow the Center to become 
weak. It has become clear during the last few years that 
our prime ministers have failed on both these fronts. It is 
also clear that in any country where foreign interference 
was increased in internal politics, the government could 
not be saved. It has not been long since the Soviet Union 
fell. Not only did the government fal' there, but the 


people also lost their prestige, glory, and self-respect. 


[Question] Do you mean that regional politics will cause 
foreign interference, and that this will cause the fall of 
our nation? 


{Chandra Shekhar] It is imperative to encourage regional 
politics in order to increase foreign interference. All this 
will not happen suddenly. These tendencies have been 
encouraged over the last few years. They were encour- 
aged to flourish in various ways. Now, with all the 
variance here, with people living in luxury on one side 
and a society living in poverty on the other, it is difficult 
to feel the pulse of the society with only one slogan. In 
such a time, the government’s role becomes very impor- 
tant. Our constitution was written with all this in mind. 


The efforts made to encourage regional powers during 
the last few years are not hidden from anyone. Many 
people in the Indian government know this well. Buta 
Singh, home minister during Rajiv Gandhi's govern- 
ment, toid me many things as the home minister. I 
cannot share those with you without his permission. I 
did not say anything at that time, because that would 
have weakened the central government, and would only 
have encouraged those elements that were giving impor- 
tance to such tendencies. 


[Question] The truth is that we have a society with open 
democratic values inherent in it. The social inequities 
are part of it. We have opened ali kinds of doors to the 
world. This is giving an opportunity to all world powers 
to interfere in our internal affairs. Those powers are 
inciting our people’s desires, and are taking advantage of 
them. There are some dangerous signs. No other country 
has ever opened itself to our side interference like we 
have during the period of infancy of democracy that we 
are in. You are talking about the inherent powers of the 
Indian society. But what will the opposing forces in our 
society do to confront these developments? 
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[Chandra Shekhar] I have visited many universities over 
the last few days. I feel that our youth are very much aware 
of this. They understand the problems in our country. 
They have the courage to understand and solve these 
difficult problems and the situation. I have seen the 
appropriate feelings among them. Unfortunately, the real 
issues are not being brought into focus. We are neither 
bringing these issues to the people, nor are we talking 
about them at their level. These questions are not dis- 
cussed in Parliament or in the media. These are the 
platforms on which the youth are educated about the 
legislatures. I am sure that the time will come when the 
people will realize the dangerous results and rise up in 
Opposition. Today’s situation is not as disappointing as 
that of the 1920s, when Gandhi was towering over the 
Indian political horizon. Even in that disappointing situa- 
tion, a new power emerged that had risen to protect the 
nation’s pride and respect. When the people feel that the 
pride and glory of our nation is in danger, then they will 
react strongly. The people will not remain silent. The binds 
of caste and religion will be broken then. This is our only 
hope. This process can be accelerated and made effective. 
All we need is to do something about it. If we try, then this 
process of opposition will start soon. The people will rise 
up against this opportunist tendency in our Indian politics. 


[Question] Do you see any time lines? 


{Chandra Shekhar] This work is done through the inherent 
power of the people. No one can say how much time it will 
take. For cxample, look at 1975. When an emergency rule 
was imposed on the country, the people outside said that 
democracy had been ended in India for good. Elections, 
however, were announced in 1977, when the emergency 
was still in force. At that time, many leaders were still in 
jail. Except for two or three persons, everyone thought that 
they would not take part in the elections. No one wanted to 
run against Indira Gandhi. They felt that the election 
would not be free and unbiased. The Jan Sangh, Samajwa- 
dis, and many other parties even passed resolutions about 
it, and issued important statements. | do not want to take 
the credit that only two or three people, including Morarji 
Desai and I, believed that people would finally run for 
election. When elections were announced, a reaction sur- 
faced within one week. The more serious the problem, the 
faster and more powerful the reaction. A time will come 
when the people will say that they will not go with the 
politics of slogans. They will demand the politics of real 
and basic issues. 


[Question] You have said correctly that people were hurt 
during the emergency. That was one reason for their 
rising. However, the hunger for self-respect of the back- 
ward classes is hidden behind the caste slogans. Their 
efforts to come into government is an expression of their 
self-respect. For what reason could they believe that 
some people are cashing in on their hunger for self- 
respect, using some slogans about castes? 


{Chandra Shekhar] This is a very sensitive question. Our 
caste system is very complex. No caste or group of castes 
can unite everyone using the slogan of self-respect. Let us 
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look at the SP-BSP [Samajwadi Party-Bahujan Samaj 
Party] government in Uttar Pradesh. The struggles that 
started soon after its emergence were between the higher 
and lower castes. It also started between the lower castes 
and the Dalits. Thus, slogans about castes have a hole in 
them for uniting everyone. 


[Question] You are talking about a struggle in the 
people’s everyday life. The politics of elections gives 
them the opportunity to express their feelings about 
castes. Can the contradictions of daily life get their 
political echo? 


[Chandra Shekhar] Let us look at it with a liberal point of 
view. People do not live on caste slogans. They are tired 
of such a voting system. Let us look at the other forces 
that were in the arena of elections. One was the BJP, 
which floated all kinds of communal slogans. Let us look 
at the party within the Janata Dal of which I was the 
member. We also raised the same one-sided slogans. We 
kept kicking social justice again and again. We did not 
focus on industrial policy, economic policy, and unem- 
ployment. When, in an opportunist type of politics, there 
is an open competition, the people will lean toward the 
louder slogans. I have told some of my BJP friends that 
if they can use slogans of dividing people over religion, 
then in some regions and at some other time, the siogans 
of caste could be more effective. In an election, everyone 
is competing in raising slogans. In this situation, the poor 
people had only one option: to pick the louder slogan. 


[Question] Did animal feelings erupt in this competitive 
situation? 


[Chandra Shekhar] This time around, in this political 
opportunist atmosphere, the vote went to animal feelings. 
I will not say that I was the first in this area; however, these 
slogans will not remove illiteracy, unemployment, and 
hunger. Let us think: Imagine you are a Dalit, you are 
enjoying all the luxuries of life, and economic prosperity. 
On the other side is a high-caste person who is dying of 
hunger. Now, who is getting privileges and benefits? Since 
you are enjoying all the luxuries, cannot we say that you 
are getting unique treatment? 


[Question] At one time, you said that the youth, the RSS, 
and the bureaucracy are the three institutions on which 
the country can depend. What is your opinion of these 
three now? 


Let us talk about the bureaucracy first. My opinion about 
it has been clear from the beginning. In 1971, a Yugosla- 
vian professor came to see me. He asked me about our 
bureaucracy. I told him that the bureaucracy in our 
country is the best in the world. He was surprised; how- 
ever, he also felt the same. He said that over 10 million 
refugees had come to India from Bangladesh, and an equal 
number had gone back. All this was done very efficiently 
by our administrative service officers within six weeks. He 
had just returned from there. He told me that no other 
leader had said this about our bureaucracy. When I was in 
the government for six months, I did not have any expe- 
rience to indicate that these people delay cases. After all, 
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there are always one or two persons everywhere who make 
problems. Before we get their opinion, we should consider 
two things. First, we must let them know that we cannot 
punish them for what they ave saying. Second, we should 
not made decisions before even asking their advice on it. 
We have to assure them that if we have ignored any 
opinion, then it will not be considered their crime. If we 
pay attention to this, I do not think there would be a better 
bureaucracy than we have. I am very proud of the achieve- 
ment of our bureaucracy in some difficult situations. 


As for the youth’s power here, everyone says that after 
independence, our youths lost the patriotism and ability to 
make sacrifices they once had. They are moving toward a 
life of comfort. They cannot follow ideals in a crisis. But I 
believe differently. Between 1947 and 1993, we saw a 
number of youth sacrificing themselves for their ideals. 
Their number is greater than what we had during our 
struggle for independence. We may not agree with their 
talk or their viewpoints; their path may be very different 
than ours. But this does not mean that their inherent 
ability is any less. Many people were killed in the Naxalite 
rebellion. How many people were killed in the uprisings in 
Punjab and Kashmir? Many of them may have been 
deceived by others; however, we have to understand one 
thing. They were sacrificing their lives for other people. It 
does not matter how much one may curse me about it. We 
just cannot ignore their inner feelings and energy. 


I am opposed to the way the RSS thinks, but some of the 
ideas this organization has—for exa.aple, the nationalism 
and swadeshi issues—are things they will always follow. I 
do not agree with their definition of nationalism, but if the 
country needs anything, they will never hesitate to do it for 
the nation. There is a small faction within the RSS that 
does not think that becoming an MP [member of Parlia- 
ment] or an MLA [member Legislative Assembly] is nec- 
essary. During our struggle for independence, there was a 
group which sewed hand-spun cotton all its life, or spent its 
life herding cows or working with the Harijans. Similarly, 
there is a group within the RSS that will always raise its 
voice on these questions. I have criticized the RSS a lot, 
and it does have many flaws. However, wherever there is 
power in our society, we cannot ignore it. In this critical 
situation, we are not using all of nation’s energy to protect 
our society. Therefore, I have to say that it will be the RSS 
that will become a problem for the BJP in the future. 
Advani or Atal Behari Bajpayee can openly support the 
pi sent economic policies. But a man like Murli Manohar 
Joshi can still shut them up over the swadeshi issue 
because of the RSS policies. The joy with which Mr. 
Advani during his travel in the United States supported 
the economic policy was emulated by Atal Behari Baj- 
payee, when he said that should Narasimha Rao resign and 
he were to form government, he would follow the same 
policies. The RSS people are traveling around the country 
and propagating the kinds of policies put forth by Bala 
Sahab Deoras and Murli Mariohar Joshi. While I disagree 
with other policies of the RSS, you cannot ignore their 
effort to bring feelings of swadeshi to every person in the 
country. If you ignore it, then you are not using the power 
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of our people appropriately. This is the main support 
system in a democracy, and it is necessary for any national 
campaign to use as much power and support as it can get. 
We have to reach our goal, and it does not mean that 
everyone else will reach their goal. However, we have to 
take people with us; it does not matter how many steps 
they take with us. Perhaps it was Marx who said it; maybe 
it was Lenin, or it could be Mahatma Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi 
was an idealist, but you cannot say that from among his 
supporters there were no people who drank or ate meat. 
You cannot even say that Mr. Gandhi did not know that 
there were people in his party who lied without hesitation. 
Still, Gandhi used whatever support and strength he got 
from them. However, he never compromised with various 
tendencies. We do not have to compromise with the RSS 
tendencies. But we should use their competence. 


(23 Jan pp 1, 7] 


[Text] Former Prime Minister Chandre Shekhar does not 
consider himself capable of playing the rote of Gandhi or 
Jay Prakash Narayan. However, he considers it important 
to learn from their mistakes. He spoke openly about the 
Bihar campaign, and analyzed its strengths and weak- 
nesses after two decades. He threw some light on it for the 
first time. He never joined a cabinet headed by another 
prime minister. He did not discuss why Jay Prakash 
Narayan made a historical mistake by appointing 
Morarji Desai prime minister in 1977. This is the third 
installment of Chandra Shekhar’s interview with Ram 
Bahadur Ray. 


[Question] It appears that the bureaucracy, the youth, 
and the RSS all feel helpless now. Can the influence of 
these three still be used to help our country? 


{Chandra Shekhar] No. I do not believe that they con- 
sider themselves helpless. I am sure that you and I have 
both felt that people do not listen to what they are saying. 
One should not worry about this, because it happens in 
every critical situation. When problems increase 
extremely, they also open the path for a new solution. As 
the saying goes, too much pain becomes a medicine in 
ee te ee ee oa, 
ss have political differences, we do not want to 
=e eS 
> anne milk [flawless]. But because of some 
ee ee ee oe 
something I consider a part of politics. | have never 
Setaich, Chests, balbetpemences 
far as he can walk with me. I want to say that if some 
people had not tried to make accusations against the RSS 
in 1977, then the RSS of today would not be what it is 
now. Some people tried to accuse it, and some did 
succeed. The leaders wanted to accuse the RSS, and the 
RSS leaders retracted their accusation. The reason for 
this is those “good” powers that I failed give proper 
political direction even after cooperating with them. 


[Question] The people had similar hopes for the 1977 
change in government as they had with the 1947 change. 
It was also believed that the change in government would 
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lead to a change in the system. But during the Janata 
Party rule, this did not happen within the party or the 
government's administration. This disappointment gave 


birth to the present crisis. If you get another opportunity, 
would you take a lesson from those failures? 


{Chandra Shekhar] I have some experience that is very 
difficult for me to share publicly. I will have to talk with 
some of the people who were running the government at 
the time. This is a very painful issue. What you people 
know is not enough. What happened was that the 1975- 
77 emergency era was very short. People were in jail for 
18 months. Later, anyone who emerged in the political 
they won, they not only became MP or MLA, they even 
became ministers. They understood neither the struggle 
nor the society, nor did the understand the complexity of 
the problems. They did not even understand the goal of 
the movement about which you are talking now. 


[Question] Before that movement, I told Jay Prakash: 

ing in mind the people’s opinion, if you are 
*ainking that the people will join the movement, Indira 
Gandhi will send you to jail, public rallies will be held, 
there will be a tumult in the Lok Sabha, the Rajah Sabha, 
ind the Vidhan Sabha; and public opinion will be 
formed, then you are wrong. This will not happen. Your 
voice will be muted. The opposition that is following the 
whole movement now, for the most part, has nothing to 
do with the campaign itself. They have no respect for the 
feeling inherent in this campaign. These people want to 
get into government on your coattails. They may be 
successful in their goal, but you will only be disap- 
pointed.” I told this to Jay Prakash Narayan not alone, 
but in the presence of 10 other people. 


I also wrote letters to Jay Prakash and Indira Gandhi. I 
wrote to Indira Gandhi that the communist leaders were 
trying to have her and Jay Prakash clash with each other, 
and that they were conspiring to enter the government 
through the back door. | also wrote that her clash with 
Jay Prakash would be fatal to our country. Jay Prakash 
was not fighting to get into government; therefore, he 
could not be pressured with the power of government. If 
Jay Prakash is ready to die by himself, I told her, she still 
could not save the government. Therefore, it would be 
best that she stopped the confrontation with him. Her 
government's power and Jay Prakash’s moral strength 
could save the nation. I wrote another letter to Jay 
Prakash. I told him that his followers wanted govern- 
ment, and not a total revolution. Therefore, he should 
talk to Indira Gandhi. 


He did not listen to me. Both of them are not here now, 
and I am talking about them now. I was a bit successful in 
my efforts. This success was limited to Indira Gandhi 

writing a letter to Jay Prakash. But their followers 
increased the tension between them. The leadership of 
both those people depended on the continuing fight 
between Indira Gandhi and Jay Prakash. Later, when the 
emergency was implemented, | also went to jail. There was 
another problem. You cannot name even two dozen such 
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young people who walked with the feeling of revolution. | 
remember that after 18 months, 52 young people from the 
student movement applied for election tickets. 


I obtained tickets for 45-48 of them after talking with 
Karpuri Thakur. Some of them won elections and even 
became cabinet members. After my government was 
formed, I went to Patna as the president of the Janta 
Party. We had a meeting at night there. In one of the 
speeches, someone said that the right people were not 
elected to the government. After half an hour, I said that 
I became a legislator in 1962, and have not even been 
able to become a deputy minister in 15 years. I said that 
I did not have the skill to become a minister, and that 
they could ask about this of anyone. I was very disap- 
pointed that day. One boy, who had gone to jail while 
attending college, had become an MP after 18 months, 
and wanted to become a minister immediately. He had 
forgotten sacrifices, Jay Prakash Narayan, and the whole 
movement. We have to admit that this was the greatest 
weakness of the whole campaign. 


Second, there was no one in the Janata Party that 
considered himself equal to another. Everyone thought 
himself superior to others. It is useless to say anything 
about Morarji. Talking about Charan Singh is also 
useless. The Jan Sangh people had come as a power 
group. The idealism of the socialists had gotten to their 
heads. What could be done in that situation? When | 
remember those incidents, | wonder: How did the gov- 
ernment last for 28 months? I can remember, based on 
those experiences, that running a government in a 
country like India, in today’s situation, requires a lot of 

and clear thinking. We have to prepare ourselves 
for the fact that we may have to leave the government 
tomorrow. The way we have to run the government 
today is a separate issue. 


There was one great benefit from that movement, how- 
ever. That was the world’s agreement that democracy 
had died in India, and that it would never thrive there. In 
this situation, return of the democracy could be consid- 


ered the greatest gain of our campaign. The 18-month . 


emergency, followed by the return of democracy, is not a 
gain that we can ignore. | told Jay Prakash not to advise 
anyone anymore. I told him, “You achieved everything 
in the twilight of your life, even things that Gandhi did 
not attain. Therefore, please keep yourself separate from 
everyone. Both Sardar Patel and Pundit Nehru rejected 
Gandhi, and today’s leaders will not accept him. Your 
health is not good, either.” 


[Question] There are dozens of people in the next row of 
this movement who did not go to any leaders to ask for 
any party’s ticket for election, who were devoted to the 
cause during the whole period of this campaign. Still, it 
is a fact that this flow stopped after the Janata govern- 
ment was formed. Who do you blame for this? 


{Chandra Shekhar] Listen, there are two things. Please 
forget that all of this happened because of the Janata 
Party government. The ambiguity that was rampant in 
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the movement was the reason for it. To those who ask me 
to play the roles of Gandhi and Jay Prakash, | say that I 
do not agree, and people think I atn striving to get into 
power. I have been a student of political science and 
have had open discussions with Jay Prakash many times. 
I do not understand impartial politics. There can be 
social reformers, but there cannot be political workers 
who are impartial. You were right in what you said about 
the young people. It is not that they were disappointed in 
no time. Some young people worked for a long time. 
However, after that, they stopped. Let us look at Jay 
Prakash’s example. He opposed the politics of parties. 
But when we had to change the government, he had to 
depend on the parties that he had opposed strongly. 
Therefore, the greatest weakness of this movement was 
that we said all the negative things, but did not clarify the 
positive aspects. There were many young men in this 
movement who were intelligent. But where did they go 
from there? Some of them had worked for 12 years, 
staying hungry. I have met people like that. They stopped 
after reaching a specific point, because they were taught 
not to follow the politics of parties. Had they continued, 
and were they still working now, then some new politics 
could be started. You say that there is such a large force; 
however, new youths are not joining us. And if they do 
join, then they do not have contact with us. We have 
taught the young people who worked with us in old times 
that the politics of parties is a bad thing. However, 
politics has to run with them. If a house is dirty, then 
someone has to clean it. Standing outside and saying that 
the house is dirty will not clean the house. 


[Question] Two decades have passed since your move- 
ment. What is your evaluation of the movement? 


{Chandra Shekhar] Before we understand this move- 
ment, we have to first understand JP, and many people 
have misunderstood him. There were two sides to his 
personality. In the area of philosophy, he always worked 
like an investigator. Therefore, his thoughts always 
changed. JP had to change his philosophy, starting with 
Marx, to Vinoba Bhave, until this movement. Therefore. 
many times, people said that he was ambiguous. He 
understood that there was no limit to thinking, and that 
there was no finite thought. One must look for new ideas 
and philosophy according to the situation. This was his 
unique quality. His decision in the area of action was 
unbreakable. For example, in 1942, he put forth the 
slogan of “do or die.” While other Congress leaders 
thought this was just another Gandhian slogan, JP fol- 
lowed it all his life. His jumping the walls of Hazaribagh 
jail was an example of putting the “do or die” slogan into 
practice. I wrote in an article that Jay Prakash's idea 
could change, but when he would jump into the arena of 
action, no power in the world could shake him. There- 
fore, these people in government could never understand 
the real meaning of what he said. Jay Prakash’s move- 
ment depended on these two aspects. There was always a 
lot of action in the area of philosophy. He talked a lot 
and wrote a lot about the total revolution. This was a 
result of his profound thinking, which he had taken to a 
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_ logical conclusion. One main reason was his ill health. 
But he moved this revolution very rapidly. One reason 
was the situation, and the second was his own person- 
ality. Therefore, if anyone evaluates this revolution after 
20, 50, or even 100 years, then that person must con- 
clude that one must be willing to accept new ideas and 
changes, and must not hesitate in following one’s deter- 
mination and decisive ideas. Therefore, the Jay Prakash 
revolution was unique in itself. Had the emergency 
stayed for six months or a year more, then perhaps there 


would have been more logical results. 

[Question] JP played a major in selecting a prime 
minister in 1977. Do you feel he selected the wrong 
person for this position? 


{Chandra Shekhar] Former Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai is our respected politician. What can I say about 
him? I changed my opinion at that time. You may 
remember that | was asked to become a cabinet member. 
When I declined, Jay Prakash asked me why I did that. I 
told him that he knew my opinion. | did not want to be 
a member of that cabinet. It was wrong that I wanted to 
join the cabinet to straighten out the prime minister, 
because remaining a cabinet member depends on the 
wishes of the prime minister. If you do not agree with the 
prime minister, to be able to run the government 
according to his wishes, then it is neither moral nor 
honest to-be a member of such a cabinet. 

I want to tell you one more thing. People say that Chandra 
Shekhar had his eye on the chair of the prime minister; 
therefore, he never became a minister. This is not true. I 
believe that if you go into government and do not change 
the government system, it will be difficult to change 
society. I believe that I should not join the cabinet of a 
prime minister whose philosophy I do not agree with. One 
after another, whether it was Indira Gandhi, Morarji 
Desai, or V. P. Singh, none of them had the same philos- 
ophy that I did. I was not willing to work with them. I do 
not believe that I should work against the person in whose 
cabinet I am a member. Therefore, if some minister says 
that he had joined the cabinet to change the government, | 
will not believe him. It is not possible in a parliamentary 
demacracy. Therefore, I did not join any cabinet, and it 
was not because of sacrifice or unselfishness. I never even 
dreamed that I would become a prime minister by fol- 
lowing this path. I became prime minister for six months. 
That is another story. 


[24 Jan pp 1, 10) 


[Text] Former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar has had 
the experience of running the government. His period was 
short; however, he had experienced many new things. His 
experience with the bureaucracy and the army, especially 
amazes people. During this interview, he talked about two 
positive forces which, if used appropriately, could accel- 
erate the change. He also shed some light on their 
weakness. We often think negatively of our bureaucracy. 
A lot has been said about the negative aspects of the RSS. 
Chandra Shekhar has the ability to look at this from a 
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different perspective. This is his specialty. This is the 
fourth installment of Chandra Shekhar’s interview with 
Ram Bahadur Ray. 


[Question] What possibilities do you see, looking at the 
social, economic, and political character of the RSS, the 
bureaucracy, and our youth? 


[Chandra Shekhar] These three forces are organized 
separately. The RSS and the bureaucracy, of course, are 
organized. The young people are also organized in a 
small way. These are not the only three powers. The 
farmers and the laborers have their own power. They 
also have some organization, borne out of their own 
pains. There are different possibilities with each of these 
forces. Let us talk about the bureaucracy first. Its greatest 
quality is its ability to solve various problems. It can 
combine the experience of the world with its own expe- 
rience. The bureaucrats understand the principles that 
are important to this country. These three things make 
them a very positive force for us. However, there are 
some weak elements. When a person gets a job, he has a 
great desire to serve the people. Slowly and gradually, 
however, as they get promotions, the greed for luxuries 
increases their tendency to become yes men. They 
cannot tell the truth, even when they know what is right 
and what is wrong. Therefore, if we want to use them 
appropriately, then the political leaders must assure 
them that if they give an opinion, it should not affect 
their jobs. The politicians lack this quality. We want to 
run them according to our own wishes. We do not let 
them do their duties according to their wishes. If we 
discipline ourselves, then the bureaucracy will also be 
disciplined. It is clear that the faster the politicians 
change themselves, the more effective the bureaucracy 
will be. They will also change. Now that the character of 
politicians has fallen at a large scale, this will naturally 
influence the bureaucracy. 


[Question] Mr. Trilok Singh was a very effective bureau- 
crat, and he worked around the clock. Can we reform our 
bureaucracy by imposing the Trilok Singh model? You 
said that the bureaucracy can be reformed by reducing 
political — Can we run a model here like the one 
in France 


[Chandra Shekhar] First of all, it took a long time to 
establish a bureaucracy like this in France. Then, there are 
many differences between India and France. They do not 
have inconsistencies and diversity like we have here. As for 
Trilok Singh or L. P. Singh, they have high standards. 
Despite all the weaknesses, the ievel of the politician was 
very high at that time. On one side there was Sardar Patel, 
Maulana Azad, Pundit Nehru, and Keshav Dev Malviya. 
There was also Morarji Desai, whom I consider in the 
same class. What did Lal Bahadur Shastri not do to protect 
the image of the cabinet? Let us look at the attitude of this 
government a few weeks ago. There is no meaning in 
comparing the leaders of that time and of today. That time 
was very different. 
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There are many good people in the bureaucracy now. But 
because of pressure, they cannot write their honest 
opinion on the files. We should not expect the bureau- 
cracy alone to make all the changes. The degeneration of 
character is common now; if hemp has been mixed in 
water of the well itself, how can the bureaucracy be left 
unaffected? Therefore, efforts to change should be made 
at every level. If the people at the top do not feel the need 
for change, then it will not be effective. Because of the 
internationalization of our economic system, our bureau- 
cracy is coming into contact with the whole world. But 
the people they are coming in contact with are mostly 
ignorant about the problems of our country. If we ignore 
some exceptions, I do not think that those people working 
for multinational companies and international organiza- 
tions are fully aware of the problems of our country. They 
do not use the perspective necessary to look at our 
country’s problems. This will have bad results. We used 
to say that we would make social progress through hard 
work, according to our resources, and by being simple 
and frugal. The slogan has changed now. The world is 
changing very fast. We have joined the race for luxury 
goods. The work to change mentalities is starting there, 
and a small group will get all the luxuries. It is said that 
liberalization will give freedom to everyone. But what 
exactly will happen is that those who are rich will have 
more freedom to hoard wealth, and those who are dying 
of hunger will have the freedom to die suffering of 
hunger. It would be wrong to believe that the bureaucracy 
will be unaffected by this change. Therefore, I belicve that 
those connected with international organizations are not 
aware of our backward nature and poverty. That is why 
there is some distortions in setting our policies. 


[Question] This makes one believe that the bureaucracy 
is working for three percent (upper class) of the people. It 
is not worried about the remaining 97 percent. 


{Chandra Shekhar] The bureaucracy cannot provide any 
leadership. It does what we tell it to do. The bureaucracy 
implements the plans that we assign it. Therefore, when 
we ask it to lead, we are ignoring our responsibility. 


[Question] You are warned us of the danger of the new 
political culture that is thriving. You have told us how to 
change that at the intellectual level? What methods will 
be necessary to change it at the political level? 


[Chandra Shekhar] After joining the bureaucracy, people 
become part of a circle. They try to do their duty as well 
as they can. This is not a personal weakness; it is the 
weakness of the whole system. The bureaucracy has its 
own limitations for making sacrifices for the future. It 
cannot go any farther than that. 


The young people have to prepare themselves mentally 
for a long time to face the challenges. This is their 
helplessness. For them, the life of tomorrow is not the 
only important thing. They have to think about their 
own lives. The politician who has earned respect today 
will be satisfied by doing some work for immediate 
gratification. But young people who understand the 
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future will not hesitate to make sacrifices to make the 
future more productive and stable. There is no dearth of 
such young people in our country. Many young people 
made sacrifices during the last 46-47 years. We can trust 
them even today. No society falls at once. The Indian 
society, after all, will collapse only after great crises. This 
is clear after the history of the last 5,000 years. Let us 
forget the era of Rama and Krishna. History clearly 
shows us that our society cannot break down. There can, 
of course, be some ups and downs. 


The third issue is the RSS. It has its own beliefs. We 
cannot ignore their positive aspects. I have also tried to 
understand the RSS from the beginning. They are told 
that they should not hanker for higher positions, and 
should not be involved in day-to-day politics. They are 
not involved in blind competition, allowing them to 
finish their work and become MPs or MLAs. We have to 
admit that this approach of self-control is better for a 
long-range struggle. Therefore, it is not wrong to expect 
these people to do something for the society. Their other 
quality is their strong feeling for the glories of our past. 
Any country that does not campaign for its achievements 
of the past cannot build a better future. There were some 
bad things in our 5,000 years of history. But there were 
many positive aspects also. We should not ignore those. 
The attitude we had about the human race in the past has 
affected these people somewhere—for example, the 
question of swadeshi. I do not believe that the RSS is 
looking at swadeshi and self-dependence with the same 
kind of political perspective the BJP is using. This is 
clear from the mentality of these two groups. The RSS 
people are very disciplined in their daily work. This 
discipline benefits them in a positive way and also hurts 
them. We can use their discipline in a positive way to 
build the future of our nation. Therefore, we should not 
ignore their strengths. 


There are some negative aspects about the RSS. For 
example, their viewpoint about the religion. It is not 
clear to me what basis they are making it on. I know that 
this does not agree with our traditional humanistic 
viewpoint. The narrow description of religion that the 
BJP is giving is wrong. I said once in Parliament that I 
am proud to be a Hindu, because it is the only religion 
that does not condemn other religions. We have adopted 
every aspect that shows humanity the right path. While 
we have considered it important to recognize God, we 
also worship Gautama Buddha, who did not believe in 
God. We also worship Charvak as a saint, although he 
was against then-Hindu beliefs. Perhaps you remember 
the question of suttee. People believed in different 
things. The suttee, on one side, believed in forcibly 
burning the widow. On the other hand, there was the 
belief to burn themselves of their own desire. I do not say 
it is appropriate to commit suttee if God wants you to. 
But if Chandra Shekhar Azad shoots himself instead of 
being caught by the British, we worship him. Will we 
condemn Padmini because she burns herself before she 
is caught by the enemy? There is a big difference between 
the traditions of johar and suttee. The Hindu religion 
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never endorses the suttee tradition. But if some woman 
commits suttee on her own, we worship her. We also 
worship a woman who gives birth to a great son. That is 
why, in the Hindu religion, we also worship the five holy 
girls in addition to the suttees. In other words, the Hindu 
religion worships steadfastness. We worship the power to 
sacrifice one’s life for the good of the society. It is 
unfortunate that the liberal nature of the Hindu religion 
is not brought to the public. I do not know what the 
founder of the RSS thought about it. The weakness of the 
present spokesmen for the RSS today is they look down 
upon other religions. There is a lot of difference between 
the opinion of Balasahab Deoras and Mr. Advani over 
national issues. This weakness of the RSS is its greatest 
flaw. That is why a large majority of our population 
views the RSS suspiciously. Because of this suspicious 
atmosphere, the capability of the RSS is reduced, and at 
the same time, the possibilities of it emerging as a 
national force also become minimal. 


[Question] Does the RSS divert its philosophy about the 
Hindu religion when it talks about nationalism? 


[Chandra Shekhar] There has been a very liberal descrip- 
tion of Hinduism, and its humanist image has been 
presented to the society. The RSS cannot be successful in 
changing that image. There may be some distortion for a 
short time; however, the RSS does not have the capa- 
bility to change the humanistic viewpoint of Hinduism. 
I told Mr. Advani once that he would not rise above 
Yagvalkaya. The idea of world Hindutva came to India 
first. It did not exist anywhere in the world before. It was 
also said that there was only one God, and that there 
were many paths to meeting him. This is what teaches us 
to respect other religions. We consider eating meai and 
fish a sin. But we also worshiped those who ate meat and 
fish and managed to meet God. In this country, where we 
worship Tukaram, Madhwacharya Ramanujam, and 
Gynashwar, and at the same time worship Kinaram, it is 
important to understand the Hindu religion methodi- 
cally. Human nature is so varied and diversified that all 
cannot be covered within one system. The people here 
understood this a long time ago. Doing good for another 
person is considered religion in our society. Tulsi Das 
defined religion as “doing good to another.” That is the 
summary of our definition of religion. Those who give 
new definitions to religion do not understand that. 


[Question] The RSS has tried to tell us that religion is a 
part of society. You say that the RSS has tried to join the 
philosophy of Hinduism with the country’s politics. 
They want everything to be done for religion. Are the 
definitions of nationalism and religion given by the RSS 
distorted? 


{Chandra Shekhar] The RSS people always say that they 
have nothing to do with plain politics. We are speaking 
based on this aspect. They also talk about the aspect that 
tells us that they have good intentions. We have opposed 
the RSS strongly at the political level. After all, there is 
no one in the world who is fully a saint or a devil. There 
is a portion of saintliness and devilishness in everyone. 
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Some have more of one than the other. We want to look 
for the good in every person in this society so that they 
can be helpful in bad days. 


[Question] The stand of the RSS in Ayodhya— 


[Chandra Shekhar] Ayodhya is not the result of RSS 
actions. It happened because of an indecisive and weak 
government’s mentality. Religion is a path to reaching 
God. We have the full right to believe in and follow any 
religion. But when it influences politics, it becomes 
dangerous. Therefore, the government was created. The 
invention of a government is based on the cooperation of 
people and their helplessness. We expect that when a 
person tries to hurt other people, the government should 
intervene. It is not just a question of punishing someone. 
If people knew that the government is determined to do 
its duty, then this destruction would not have happened 
in Ayodhya. When I was in the government, no one 
challenged our authority. What happened in Ayodhya on 
6 December is, in my opinion, the responsibility of the 
government. I have said the same thing to the prime 
minister. The government and the state were established 
because in one or the other place there could be ill 
feelings in society. Therefore, the government did not do 
its basic duty in the Babri Masjid fiasco. 


[Question] That was the problem of the organizing— 


{Chandra Shekhar] The problem was not of organiza- 
tion; it was of indecisiveness. If we consider it a problem 
of organization, we will have a difficult time doing so, 
because we can have problems over the border also. The 
leadership was fully responsible for it. 


[Question] What kind of action could be taken at that 
time? If they had started firing, it would have resulted in 
blood— 


{Chandra Shekhar] When there is such a crisis, one has 
to shoot. The government spends billions of rupees on 
the armed forces and defense. This is not done for the 
wearing of flower garlands. Firing bullets is necessary if 
there is a need, and you do not start shooting out of 
cowardice and irresponsibility to the people. 


[Question] The government is defensive in a democracy. 
Are not there any limitations when it is involved in a 
campaign like the one in Ayodhya? 


{Chandra Shekhar] It should be defensive, but it does not 
happen that way. Many times, we cannot take defensive 
steps. We had to do something at the time. During my 
government, we never had to shoot at any one. 


[Question] Was not it necessary to stop half a million 
people from going there? 


{Chandra Shekhar] Yes, it was wrong to let them go 
there. That is why I asked the government to stop it when 
there were demonstrations in Delhi, and said that if 
necessary, they should start shooting. When a BJP friend 
said that I responded by saying that if Advani was 
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arrested without reason, that I would go to his house; if 
Advani tried to spread restlessness without any reason, | 
could stop him. 


[Question] Problems arise if positive policies are not 
implemented by a government in a democracy. This 
leads to more violence. 


[Chandra Shekhar] When a government does not take 
positive steps, then it creates anarchy. In such a situa- 
tion, there are only two options—either controlling these 
forces or letting the society break down. 


[Question] Both negative and positive aspects of the RSS 
emanate from its philosophy. The energy that the RSS is 
crating by combining religious and politics.... 


[Chandra Shekhar] I have nothing to do with that energy. 
I do not consider it energy. I do not even want to know 
their definition of religion, which spreads hatred and 
enmity toward other people. I do not know much about 
the RSS perspective of the world; however, the liberal 
viewpoint of Hinduism is one that no one has been able 
to duplicate. Neither the Vishwa Hindu Parishad nor the 
people who call themselves humanists have arrived 
there. I am against those people who consider themselves 
progressive because they negate everything that hap- 
pened in our past. This is not progress; this is deception. 
Similarly, distorting the past for some political gain and 
using religion to create energy are not acts to help 
society; it is changing the energy to fire and burning the 
society in it. 


CPI-M Politburo Scores Congress-I Moves 


94AS0183K Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 2 Jan 94 p 9 


[Article: “CPI-M Politburo Flays PV, Cong”) 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 1: The politburo of the Commu- 
nist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) on Saturday criti- 
cised the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, and 
the ruling Congress party for rejecting the Finance Min- 
ister, Dr Manmohan Singh’s resignation and for admit- 
ting the Janata Dal leader, Mr Ajit Singh, and a group of 
parliamentarians into the perty. 


In a statement issued here, the politburo denounced the 
attitude of the Congress government and the Prime 
Minister, towards the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) report on the multi-crore securities scam. The 
ruling party has come out “brazenly in defence of all 
those indicted by the JPC as being accountable in the 
worst corruption scandal since independence.” The 
Prime Minister’s action in rejecting the resignation of Dr 
Singh has struck a blow at the concept of a minister’s 
accountability for gross failure of his ministry to check 
such a mindboggling swindle of public funds. 


The statement also charged the Congress with “shame- 
lessly” defending the other ministers indicted by the JPC 
report such as the Health and Family Welfare Minister, 
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Mr Shankaranand, and the Rural Development Min- 
ister, Mr Rameshwar Thakur. The Congress spokesman, 
Mr V.N. Gadgil’s criticism of the JPC’s indictment of 
the two ministers showed the utter contempt for the 
unanimous report submitted by the JPC and for parlia- 
mentary democracy itself. The swindling of public funds 
caused by the Narasimha Rao government's policies 
could not be covered up by such Congress machinations. 


It said that the Congress has set another example of 
“contempt of parliamentary democracy by admitting 
Ajit Singh and a group of MPs [members of Parliament} 
into the party.” The has made it a practice to 
make a mockery of the anti-defection law in its pursuit to 
get a majority in the Lok Sabha. The unprincipled and 
self-serving step of defection to the Congress by Ajit 
Singh would also meet with the firm disapproval of the 
people. The last that Mr Ajit Singh and the others could 
have done was to resign their seats in Parliament as they 
had been voted on an anti-Congress platform, it added. 


Congress Factions in South Viewed 


94AS0181D Jalandhar PUNJAB KESARI in Hindi 
11 Jan 94 p 4 


Commentary by Punam I. Kaushik: “‘Congress’ In- 
ting in the Southern States”; quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] A belligerent cat said to the other cat, “come 
fight.” Yes, if we do not enact such a scene, we will soon 
lose the title of the victorious warrior. The Congress (I) 
in Karnataka is trying to take over control. In the 
neighboring Tamil Nadu, the cat called Jayalalitha is 
growling at Governor Channa Reddy. Meanwhile, 
Rajshekhar Reddy’s meow’ in Karnataka for Chief Min- 
ister Vijay Bhaskar could become dangerous once again. 
Narasimha Rao have cats on both sides. 


The prime minister was wrong if he thought that after the 
vidhan sabha election in northern India and resolution of 
Manmohan Singh’s resignation affair, he would take a sigh 
of relief. The dissatisfaction with the Congress (I) is 
increasing with each passing day. If is Karnataka’s turn 
today, Andhra Pradesh’ tomorrow, and Tamil Nadu’s the 
day after. The idealistic days of collaboration between idli 
and dosa [southern dishes] are gone. Even rasam [southern 
dessert} is becoming bitter now. 


This is a double jeopardy for the Congress president. 
There will be elections in Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh during the next nine months. If this dissatisfac- 
tion increased more, it would be grievous for the party. 
The party leaders are worried that the party could be 
hurt badly in these elections whether they change the 
party leadership at state level or not. 


Even more important is the fact the Congress (I) had 
more control in southern states than in northern states 
during the last general elections, and that had helped it 
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bag the prime minister’s position. It was the first time 
since the independence that a southerner was appointed 
prime minister. 


It is true that there are still two more years for the next 
general elections. Still, it seems that the upcoming vidhan 
sabha elections will indicate what the Congress will have in 
1996. In addition, there will be several vidhan sabha 
elections in 1995, starting those in Orissa. No doubt, the 
Congress (I) won the elections in Madhya Pradesh and 
Himachal Pradesh in December 1993. Dissatisfaction is 
brewing within the Congress (I) here also, and the Congress 
(I) cannot lulled into complacency. 


Many party leaders are distressed because the central 
leadership has not been consistent in it dealing with 
Karnataka Congress (I). The Congress (I) came to power 
in 1990. There have been three chief ministers here since 
then. Virendra Patil was the first chief minister and 
Bangarappa showed up and raised the flag of dissatisfac- 
tion. When Bangarappa became the chief minister, 
Moily blew the bugle of rebellion. Now Moily is the chief 
minister and S.M. Krishna is leading the dissidents. 


It is ironic that despite its having the majority with 183 
members out of the total of 224 members in the vidhan 
sabha, the Congress (I) has failed to establish a stable 
government. This has not happened because of an 
aggressive opposition, but because of factionalism 
within the party. The Congress (I) members accused the 
cabinet members of their own government more than the 
opposition members did. They did not worry even about 
the fact that they will have to face the voters during the 
next election. The detractors recently staged a dharna 
[sit-in] for three days and the vidhan sabha chairperson 
had to adjourn the session. 


Moily and Krishna came to blows right in front of Jagan- 
nath Misra, the high command supervisor. Commented he 
on this incident, “Until now I thought that Bihar’s Con- 
gress members were undisciplined and there is anarchy 
there because of the state’s culture. No one will ever 
believe that peace-loving Kannada people can present such 
a scene that could put even the Biharis to shame.” 


Not only this, the problem that the party is facing in the 
vidhan sabha itself is attributed to the Congress (I) high 
command. It did not interfere in time when Bangarappa 
was starting the tirade against Virendra Patil or when 
Moily was spewing fire against Bangarappa or now when 
Krishna has risen against Moily. These leaders have 
followed this technique, and the central leadership had 
given them a long rope hoping that they would straighten 
out the situation themselves as time passes. This did not 
happen and they replaced one with the other. 


Last week, Mr. Narasimha Rao had said in Hyderabad, 
“There can be 15 Congressites who are qualified to 
become the chief minister, however, all 15 of them 
cannot be appointed to the one position.” He strongly 
criticized internal conspiracies, but also felt that the 
main reason for dissatisfaction within the party was the 
overflowing egos of the leaders. 
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If this is true, then it is surprising that he decided to keep 
himself out and let the fire of dissatisfaction rage. It is 
also strange that Moily has the prime minister's trust, 
but he still does not find himself in the same boat as did 
Bangarappa. 


It is true that Krishna is the leader of the dissidents. He 
was an associate of Moily in the cabinet and is making 
his life miserable since last May. They have drifted far 
apart from each other now. Not only this, Moily is not 
able to focus on his government tasks now. He has not 
been able to get even one important bill passed during 
this time. Some directives and legislative orders were 
issued but those have lapsed now. He could neither run 
even one day of the vidhan sabha session since Sep- 
tember nor could he hold a meeting of the Pradesh 
Congress Committee. 


The high command did not accept resignations of the 
dissident cabinet members. It resulted in loyal members 
adopting the same attitude. This encouraged the weary 
Moily, however, the situation is still serious. 


The Karnataka Congress (I) has still been given the 
opportunity to deal with its inner strife on its own. This 
will not last long, however. It looks like Karnataka has a 
non-Congress government. The governor should also 
have submitted a report on constitutional crisis. He 
could have recommended to the president to establish 
presidential rule in the state. 


Whatever happens, one thing is certain: These incident 
will tarnish Congress’ image. There were many incidents 
of fraud during Bangarappa’s government, and nothing 
has been achieve during Moily’s government. 


Former Chief Minister Bangarappa was expelled from the 
Congress (I) for six years, and he has formed a regional 
party. It is assumed that he may join Bahujan Samaj 
Party’s Kanshi Ram. These two will try to make Karnataka 
another Uttar Pradesh. The Janata Dal can also join them. 
The Janata Dal can also try to stage a comeback on its own 
strength. Another power has been formed by the union of 
Ramakrishna Hegde and Devgauda. In this situation, the 
competition will be among the three groups in this state— 
the newly emerging power, the Congress, and the BJP 
{Bharatiya Janata Party]. The BJP received more than 30 
percent votes in the last vidhan sabha election, and it has 
established its roots here. 


In Andhra Pradesh, T.N. Ramarao would like to avenge 
himself of the insulting defeat he suffered in 1989. The 
inner bickering within the Congress (I) is going on there 
also. The party discipline committee has served a show 
cause’ notice to Rajshekhar Reddy, the legislator from 
Kudappa. The head of this committee is chief minister 
Vijay Bhaskar Reddy. The dissatisfaction there is not as 
severe as is in Karnataka. Rajshekhar is more tolerant 
than is Bangarappa. It is expected from Narasimha Rao 
that he establishes peace and cooperation in both states. 


No one is angry at Narasimha Rao in Tamil Nadu, 
however, the Congress (I) president will have to deal 
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with another dissidence in the party there, and also take 
care of Chief Minister Jayalalitha who is active against 
the governor. There are 61 Congress (I) members in the 
vidhan sabha and they are divided into six factions. 
They also ignored the state Congress (I) president's 
directive to boycott the vidhan sabha session. 


As the prime minister, Narasimha Rao will have to recog- 
nize the chief minister’s working style. The central govern- 
ment has to ignore the opposition government if it dis- 
agrees with the governor. It is clear that some 
disagreements between the chief minister and the governor 
have surfaced during recently. Jayalalitha has accused the 
governor of several things—he is keeping the files hanging, 
is building cases against some of her cabinet members, and 
is threatening to impose president's rule. 


It really is ridiculing history when the governor is removed 
from chancellorship. It was Channa Reddy who had 
straightened out N.T. Ramarao when he had appointed 
himself the chancellor of the Telagu University. 


It is possible that the central leadership may not interfere 
even after the state Congress has requested it. Some 
people think that since Jayalalitha had presented a silk 
shawl to Narasimha Rao during his recent visit to the 
state, the tension between the two has evaporated. Still, 
if the hold is loosened, there might be some danger. 


Now the question is: Will the Congress (I) high com- 
mand be able to hold the key to keeping its control in 
southern India in its own hand or not? At present, the 
Congress (I) has become its own worst enemy. It was 
apparent during the recent vidhan sabha election in 
Rajasthan that the Congress members were cutting each 
other’s neck. This all could be reenacted during the 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh vidhan sabha elections. 
The Congress (I) must have thought before the election, 
“the wave will rise in the North if not in the South.” The 
party still believes now that if the party wave does not 
rise in the South in 1994, then it will rise in the North in 
1996. However, it is also possible that the Congress (I) 
drowns sandwiched between the North and South. 


Commentary Commends BJP for Efforts, Success 


94AS0181A Bombay NAVBHARAT TIMES in Hindi 
4 Jan 94 p4 


{Commentary by Vibhavasu Tiwari: “BJP Created New 
Limits of Success”’] 


[Text] The political platform in Delhi was divided 
between the BJP [Bharatiya Janata Party] and the Con- 
gress (I) until recently, and the Janata Dal has joined it to 
make it a triangle. The Delhi Vidhan Sabha results show 
that the political tableau of this metropolitan city is not 
the same. The continuously rising population and the 
changed socio-political environment have sent the vote 
banks from one party to another party’s coffers. 


A review of the political activities of 1993 indicates that 
this year was not very good for the Congress (I) and 
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Janata Dal parties in this state, while the state’s BJP has 
set new standards of success and has established its rule 
in Delhi. It was successful in increasing its prestige 
among the people. Meanwhile, the Congress (I) leaders in 
this city were occupied in groupism, accusations and 
counter-accusations, and fighting with each other. The 
same is true for the state’s Janata Dal. Instead of trying 
to strengthen the party in the state and increasing its 
support base, the Janata Dal leaders spent the whole year 
fighting over leadership. Both these parties because of 
their weakness have not played their expected role in 
Delhi Vidhan Sabha. The Congress (I), of course, was 
defeated, and the Janata Dal did not take advantage of 
the situation as it could have. 


The Delhi branch of the Communist Party under the 
leadership of M.M. Gope, and the CPI (M) behind its 
local leader Jogender Sharma, tried to increase their 
political activities by holding public meetings and rallies. 
However, they failed in luring the Delhi voters. Janata 
Dal won over them. By snatching away the traditional 
votes, it proved that it can be the cause of some party's 
victory and other party's defeat. 


The results of the Delhi Vidhan Sabha elections held on 
6 November show that the votes cast for Janata Dal had 
spoiled Congress (I) arithmetic, and it was defeated by 
the BJP. Senior Congress (I) leaders have admitted that 
if the Janata Dal was not in the race, the Congress (1) 
would not have faced this defeat. Despite its weak 
organization and lack of money, the Janata Dal’s stealing 
Congress (I) votes can be called its achievement. 


Actually, the Janata Dal limited itself to one dimension 
during 1993. Neither was its organization strong nor did 
it manage to increase its support base. Its unity was 
— because of the internal strife and leadership 
conflict. 


The last year was not good for the Congress (I) in Delhi. 
The local leaders remained busy in groups politics all 
through the year and weakened the state party with 
accusations and counter accusations. The atmosphere 
was hostile to the state president, Mr. Hari Kishan Lal 
Bhagat, during the whole year. Efforts were made to cut 
off his control. R.K. Dhawan, member of the Congress 
Working Committee and a legislator, New Delhi legis- 
lator Rajesh Khanna; and Jagdish Tytler, legislator from 
Delhi Sadar and a cabinet member, joined forces against 
Mr. Bhagat. The call for changing the leadership was 
raised repeatedly. Now after the defeat in the vidhan 
sabha elections, the demand for changing state’s party 
leadership has become stronger. 


The main reason for the defeat of the state’s Congress (1) 
was its internal strife and loss of its traditional vote 
bank. Once during the last year, the prime minister 
reproached the Delhi leaders, however, it was not effec- 
tive. On one side, Mr. Bhagat’s residence at 34 Prithvi 
Raj Road was the meeting place for the local leaders, 
while Mr. Dhawan’s house in Golf Link and Mr. Rajesh 
Khanna’s government residence in Lodhi Estates were 
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the meeting places for the dissenters. Both sides played 
this game which disgraceful, and the Congress (I) 


gress (I) lost its face in front of Delhi voters in 1993 
the BJP put its entire energy to win their respect. 


A 
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in keeping its clout at the state level. 


The state BJP had been actively increasing its support all 
year. It was for the first time that it prepared a large vote 
bank in rural Delhi. Strategies were pianned to include 
people living in slums and refugee resettlement camps 
through meetings and conferences. It was successful in 
this effort. All in all, the BJP managed to form new vote 
banks in Delhi. 


The Sikhs have always influenced the politics in this 
metropolis. The Sikh community and their political 
groups have their own importance here. Before the 1984 
riots, this groups had traditionally stayed with the Con- 
gress (I). However, it drifted away from this party after 
that. The state BJP took full advantage of this situation 
and tried to get the Sikhs with them. Their success in 
these efforts resulted in more about 80 percent of Sikh 
votes coming to the BJP. 


Opposed to it, the Muslim voters remained away from 
the BJP for the whole year. If we review the activities of 
the this past year, this group has been suspicious about 
the situation in Delhi. Although this group was argry at 
the Congress (I), part of it stayed with it because of the 
Janata Dal’s frailty, and a larger part supported the 
Janata Dal. 


That was the reason for the polarization of the Muslim 
votes in Delhi politics. The decision to vote was based on 
the candidates themselves in the vidhan sabha election. 
The Muslim politics also showed that it is not limited to 
the inner city now; its votes can be cause of victory or 
defeat in areas outlying Delhi. 
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The caste equation proved to be neutral in this changing 
political platform in Delhi, still there are some seats 
where victory or defeat was decided by the caste equa- 
tion alone. Some seats in eastern and outer Delhi, caste 
played strongly in decisions and votes were cast 
according to caste decisions. The composition of seats 
has also changed because of the rapid urbanization of 
areas around Delhi. Thus, 1993 has continuously shook 
the Delhi politics and politicians. This year has been the 
year of political examinations,’ the results of which will 
help the political pundits to spread their political chess 
game in the coming years. 


Role of Local Parties in State Elections Viewed 


94AS0181E Jalandhar PUNJAB KESARI in Hindi 
10 Jan 94 p 4 


[Commentary by Manmohan Sharma: “In the forth- 
coming Elections in States, Local Parties Will Play 
Consequential Roles”’] 


[Text] The regional parties will play a decisive role in the 
eight vidhan sabha elections scheduled during the next 


one and a half year. Just like the influence of the major 
national parties is decreasing, ithe influence of regional 
parties is increasing. The Congress (I) was in a bad 
situation during the recent elections and lost Delhi, 
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh. The dream that the BJP 
[Bharatiya Janata Party] had of emerging as a national 
party was broken by these elections. The influence of the 
communist and Marxist parties is limited to a few 
localities, and they are not in position to claim the rank 
of national parties. During the last few decades, the 
influence of regional parties has definitely increased. 
Victory of Mulayam Singh’s Samajwadi Party in a huge 
state like Uttar Pradesh also points to this change. The 
regional parties in northeastern states have been 
enjoying control for a long time. According to scholars, 
one reason for the increased popularity of these regional 
parties is lack of interest by national parties in local 
problems. The people start supporting their local parties 
in order to resolve their problems. 


Often, unbalanced distribution of development projects 
also encourages regional emotions. Haryana was created 
because of this. At present, regional parties are leading 
campaigns for separate statehood for Bundhelkhand, 
Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, and Uttrakhand. It is our coun- 
try’s misfortune that five decades have passed since our 
independence and, instead of considering ourselves 
Indian nationals, we call ourselves Punjabi, Rajasthani, 
Kashmiri, Dogri, Himachali, Malayali, and Kannada 
residents. The louder the discussion of conceptual unity, 
the harder the selfish politicians incite the emotions for 
statehood, casteism, and regionalism to strengthen their 
vote banks and obtain a position. There are many leaders 
in the national unity commission who want to divide 
India over language, caste, and religion. 
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Background of Regional Parties: The regional parties 
have played an important role in politics since indepen- 
dence. The Election Commission divided the regional 
parties into two categories. Some of these are recognized 
parties and others are merely registered as parties. The 
Election Commission recognizes a party whose candi- 
date get a certain percent of votes in an elections. If a 
party succeeds in getting five percent of total votes in 
four or five states, it is conside1.i a national party. 
According to Election Commission records, there are 
261 regional parties, and 30 of these are recognized 
parties. When a party does not receive a specific per- 
centage of votes, the Election Commission cancels its 
recognized status. 


According to an Election Commission report, 51 parties 
took part in the 1952 election, however, ony 20 of these 
did get their representatives in the House. Fifteen of 
these were regional parties. These included the Akali 
Dal, National Conference, Hindu Mahasabha, Tamil 
Nadu Dalit Party, Ram Rajya Jharkhand 
Party, Common Wealth Party, Scheduled Castes Feder- 
ation, Kisan Kamgar Party, Karantikari Samajwad 
Party, Lok Swaraj Sangh, Lok Paksh, Forward Block, 
Madras Muslim League, and Travancore and Tamil 
Nadu Congress. 


Their number went down to 13 by the second elections in 
1957. They won 39 seats. These included new and small 
parties such as Dravida Munetra Kagzam, Congress 
Sudhar Simiti, Loksewa Sangh, Muslim League, and 
Purvi Bharat Janjati Union. In the 1962 elections, 14 
small parties succeeded in sending a representative to 
Parliament with a total of 31 seats. The new parties 
among these were: Ganatantar Parishad, Republican 
Party, Nutan Gujrat Janata Parishad, and All India Hill 
Leaders Congress. 


The same situation prevailed during the 1967 elections. 
The main change was the emergence of DMK [Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam] in Tamil Nadu which won 25 
seats in the Lok Sabha. The DMK won the government 
in Tamil Nadu. The reason for the DMK popularity was 
the increasing approval of the anti-Hindi movement 
there. Anna Durai created the difference between the 
Aryans and Dravidians and floated the ideas of the 
superiority of Dravidians and atrocities committed by 
the Aryans. Later the DMK was split. M.G. Ramachan- 
dran rebelled against Karunanidhi’s policies and 
founded the ADMK [Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam]. At present, ADMK leader Jayalalitha is 
ruling Tamil Nadu. It is a paradox of Indian politics that 
the ADMK which was established on the hatred for 
Aryans and Brahmans is controlled by Jayalalitha who is 
a Brahman herself. She is a daughter of a dancer and an 
actor who worked in the Mysore royal court. 


The people have complained about Telangana and royal 
limits that the Nizam and the Andhra rulers had always 
ignored their progress. In 1971, the Telangana movement 
became aggressive and created a new regional party called 
the Telangana Praja Simiti which won 10 seats in 1971. It 
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got 14.43 percent votes in that election. There was a 
polarization in Assam also. The new regional party, the All 
India Hill Leaders Conference, ran for elections and won 
one seat. Three other regional parties—Peoples Democratic 
Party, Plain Tribal Council, and Hill State Peoples Demo- 
cratic Party—did participate in the election, however, all 
their candidates lost their election deposits. The Vishal 


Haryana Party led by Rao Vir Bhadar Singh participated in 
the elections and won three seats. 


The All India Arya Sabha participated in the Haryana 
elections, however, its candidates lost. The Kerala Muslim 


lost election deposits in 3 of the 5 seats. In West Bengal, 
three regional Congress, RSPSP [expansion 
not given], and the Muslim won one seat. The 
Sanyukta Govan, the Lokpaksh, and Maharashtra 
Gomantak Party emerged in Goa. The Maharashtra 
Gomantak Party won the majority there under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Dayanand Bandodkar. 


The DMK was badly shaken in the 1977 election. It lost 
24 out of its 25 Lok Sabha seats. The ADMK emerged as 
a new force and won 19 Lok Sabha seats. The Kerala 
Congress was divided into two groups. The Manipur 
Peoples Party established government in Manipur. The 
Ramrajya Parished was totally wiped out. Thus, 22 
regional parties ran for elections in 135 constituencies 
and 13 of these parties won 52 seats. 


The Election Commission issued registered symbols to 
27 regional parties in the 1980 elections. Among these 
Kuki National Assembly (Manipur), Peoples Congress 
(Mizoram), Sikkim Congress, Tripura Upjati Yuva Mor- 
cha, Sikkim Janata Party, and Telagu Desam were the 
parties. In 1984, the Telagu Desam emerged as a major 
opposition party in the Lok Sabha with 29 seats. The 
other parties remained in the same position. 


The Andhra Pradesh government moved to the Congress 
Party from Telagu Desam in 1987. In Punjab, the Akali 
Dal formed government under the leadership of Mr. Surjit 
Singh Barnala. The hurricane led by Chowdhery Devi Lal 
in Haryana wiped out the Congress there. The Congress (I) 
took back the government in Haryana in 1990. 


The Telagu Desam is preparing to win the government in 
Andhra Pradesh again. Orissa’s chief minister, Biju 
Patnayak, seeing the weak condition of the Janata Party 
is Organizing a small regional party called Utkal Janata 
there. The Akali Dal in Punjab is divided in to 16 
groups. Recently the Langowal group and the Talwandi 
group have merged. The Akalis have learned from their 
experience in the past that they won whenever they 
collaborated with the Jan Sangh. Perhaps, that is why the 
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Akali leader Prakash Singh Badal had strongly endorsed 
. the Bharatiya Janata Party during the recent elections. 
He has also contributed to Bhairon Singh Shekhawat’s 
winning the government in Rajasthan. If these two 
parties form a coalition in Punjab, the Congress (I) will 
be in grave danger there. As for Haryana, three years ago 
when Bansi Lal had formed the Haryana Vikas Party, it 
appeared the he was going to win the election. However, 
the people in Haryana supported the Congress (I) in his 
stead and elected Bhajan Lal to the government. Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal and his administration helped 
Chautala to defeat Randip Singh, son of the dissident 
leader Shamsher Singh Surjewala, in the bye-election in 
Narvana. Bansi Lal collaborated with the BJP, however, 
their joint candidate could not even salvage his election 
deposit. They could not help the BJP candidate win in 
the Kalka bye-election. Later, his party was divided 
thanks to Bhajan Lal who moved several of their legis- 
lators and the lone Lok Sabha member to his side. There 
is not doubt that the Bhajan Lal government in Haryana 
is on shaky ground now. The Congress (I) did not fulfill 
the promises it made to the people. Because of the 
disorganization in electricity supply, the state is losing 
2.5 billion rupees. There is a major outcry in southern 
Haryana because of scarcity of water. The people are 
cursing the day when they voted for the Congress (I). If 
Bhajan Lal fails in doing a miracle, the Congress (I) 
definitely will be wiped out in the next election. The 
people in the state are leaning toward Uncle Chautala 
again. The number of people attending his public rallies 
is increasing. The Samajwadi Janata Dal is becoming 
regional in nature now. 


Bangarappa Forms the Congress Party: Until now, it was 
believed that the Congress (I) was very strong in south 
India. However, this situation changed when Banga- 
rappa, the former Karnataka chief minister, rebelled. He 
has spoiled Congress (I) high command’s sleep by 
forming a new regional party, the Karnataka Congress. 


Bangarappa was expelled from the Congress (I) once 
before, however, political contingencies forced the party 
to take him back. Bangarappa is very popular among the 
Dalits and backwards in the state. There is no doubt that 
his government was notorious for corruption, unfortu- 
nately however, corruption has become an integral party 
of our country’s lifestyle, and the voters do not pay much 
attention to it. 


Bangarappa joined the politics in 1962 as a disciple of Dr. 
Lohia. Later, he changed parties depending on which way 
the wind blew, and enjoyed the fruits of being in govern- 
ment. Being from the Lohia school, he is hard working and 
aggressive. His fracas with his party leaders are common. 
Most of the Lohia disciples are very liberal about their 
eating habits. They do not care much for their clothes 
either. Bangarappa is different from them in this area. He 
likes to wear spotless white clothes and plays badminton. 
He also likes to jog. He used to jog for three kilometers 
daily even when he was the chief minister. 
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He rebelled from the Join Socialist Party in 1963 and 
joined the revolutionary group of the that party. In 1977, 
Dev Raj Urs brought him into the Congress Party. They 
did not stay together for long. In 1979, when Urs broke 
up with Indira Gandhi and established Congress Urs, 
Indira Gandhi had Bangarappa run against him to 
diminish his influence. 


He could not get along with Indira Gandhi either. In 1982, 
he established a new party named Karantiranga with Dev 
Raj Urs in Karnataka and won the elections by collabo- 
rating with the Janata Party. He disagreed with the lead- 
ership later over the question of appointing the chief 
minister. He resigned from the Karantiranga and joined 
the Congress Party. He became the opposition leader. In 
1989, the Janta Dal lost the government and he become the 
chief minister of Karnataka. Rajesh Pilot, Sita Ram 
Kesari, and Buta Singh played a major role in getting him 
into the government. Soon after he became the chief 
minister, the Congress (I) legislators began to rebel against 
him. Activities of the dissidents increased under the lead- 
ership of Veerappa Moily. Reportedly Narasimha Rao had 
encouraged the dissidents. Kerala’s Chief Minister 
Karunakaran also wanted his favorite person as the chief 
minister of Karnataka. Bangarappa openly opposed the 
prime minister in the Kaveri water dispute. This led to 
increase in the tension between the two. The dissidents 
accused Bangarappa of the serious crime of amassing 
billions of rupees illegally. It is said that Bangarappa, in 
order to get the prime minister’s support, tried to get his 
son Prabhakar Rao to his side. The prime minister 
endorsed him in the beginning, however, when the cam- 
paign against Bangarappa in the newspapers became very 
strong, the Congress (I) high command had to remove him. 
Veerappa Moily was his successor. 


In the budget session of the vidhan sabha, Bangarappa 
levied some serious accusations against the government 
of his own party. In response, Moily assigned the Classic 
Computer fraud case to the CBI to trap Bangarappa. The 
CBI searched Bangarappa’s house also and this made 
Bangarappa angry. He blamed the prime minister for the 
recent defeat of the Congress (I) in northern India. He 
also accused that Narasimha Rao was playing into the 
hands of the BJP, and that he failed to protect the Babri 
Masjid. He called Narasimha Rao a scorpion. He was 
expelled from the Congress (I) because of it. 


AJ Critically Views Mulayam Singh Yadav 
Government 


Government of the Poor 
94AS0178A Varanasi AJ in Hindi 15 Jan 94 p 6 


[Editorial: “Only the Government of the People”’} 


[Text] It is being said about UP [Uttar Pradesh] Chief 
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav that he supports strict 
discipline. But the strictness he refers to should be soft 
from within. If the officials do not understand the chief 
minister's definition of strictness, then they might be 
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making a serious mistake by following his directives. 
Recently, he told senior police officials in the state that 
they must be sensitive to the needs of the poor, because 
this government is of the poor. At the same time, the 
chief minister also told them that police officials must 
pay special attention to the minorities (Muslims), back- 
ward classes, and the Dalits. Here, the police officials 
must avoid misunderstanding him. What we mean is 
that in their zeal, they should not think that the chief 
minister has told them not to care for whoever is left 
after Muslims, backward classes, and the Harijans are 
taken care of, and that if they come with a complaint, 
they should be totally ignored. Nor does this mean that 
the police should be so lenient toward the minorities that 
if they are committing atrocities against the majority 
group, then the police should not listen to the grievances 
of the suffering group in the name of Mulayam Singh. 
The poor, backward, and the Dalits are the ones being 
given political color in a hurry. The reason is that there 
are a large number of people in India who are either 
poor, backward, or Dalits, or members of a minority 
group. In this situation, the officials should be fully alert 
to the fact that governments change periodically; how- 
ever, the constitution they must follow remains the 
same. It is the duty of the police and the administrators 
to implement law and carry o11 government work within 
a constitutional framework. Senior police officials are 
only required to be loyal to the law and the Constitution. 
That is their duty. Be it a chief minister or a prime 
minister, they are all under the constitution. When a 
political party that has the support of the minorities and 
the Harijans comes to power in a state, it is clear that its 
chief minister will talk about helping them just to 
strengthen his popular support. However, the police 
officials should not forget that their real boss is the 
Constitution, and that they are small cogs in this big 
machinery, just like the chief minister and other Cabinet 
members. These officials run the government, which the 
people elect. An elected government belongs neither to 
the poor, nor to the rich, nor to the high-caste people; to 
the Harijans, the Hindus, or the Muslims. An elected 
government belongs to everyone. 


Whenever a chief minister gives a directive to the state’s 
senior police officials, and administrators, then one must 
be very careful about his words. How can Mulayam Singh 
Yadav say his government belongs to the poor? He cannot 
say this, because who knows how many rich people have 
voted for his party. How can the chief minister order the 
high officials to give special attention to the minorities? 
Did not the Hindus help his party win the government? If 
he thinks so, then he should say that this is the government 
of the Muslims. What we mean to say here is that when a 
party establishes government, it has its own same place. 
However, the ministers and their leader, the chief minister, 
get out of the narrow circle of their party. There would be 
tens of millions of UP voters who are BJP Bharatiya Janata 
Party] supporters. Does it mean Mulayam Singh Yadav 
will hang them all or tell the UP police to make their lives 
unbearable? Under the Constitution, every citizen of the 
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state has the same privileges and rights. It is the govern- 
ment’s duty to make sure that they get these rights and 
privileges equally, and without any bias. In other words, 
Chief Minister Mulayam Singh should remember when 
addressing the senior police officials that the UP govern- 
ment is the government of the people. Please remember 
that, and make sure that no person, be he powerful or 
weak, is suffering, and that no one has to face any extreme 
treatment. That is what the whole message is about. The 
government belongs to the people, especially in a demo- 
cratic system. We cannot say that a specific government 
belongs to the poor, the Dalits, the backward, the Harijans, 
the minorities, the rich, the high caste, or the Hindus. 


The politicians of our country cashed in the Harijan 
votes first. Later, they cashed in the minorities and 
various religious groups. Kalyan Singh did not take 
anyone’s side. We have seen only one scenario under the 
slogans of “eradicating poverty” and “the government of 
the poor.” The BJP said that this is the government of 
the Hindus, and now it is out of the government now. 
There was a time when the Congress (I) used to lick the 
feet of the Harijans and the Muslims, and it is out of the 
state’s government now. Now Mulayam Singh is the 
chief minister, and he is saying it is the poor people’s 
government. It is OK to this extent; however, telling the 
officials to gird up their loins to make sure the minority 
and backward groups get full justice is undemocratic, 
biased, and suicidal for the government itself. A govern- 
ment should never distinguish between the rich and 
poor, high and low, Hindus and Muslims, high-caste and 
Harijans, and so forth. If the police and the administra- 
tive officials begin to do their duty according to caste 
and religion, it would hurt the democratic system. We 
believe that it is the duty of the administrators to 
cooperate with the government; however, a veteran 
politician like Chief Minister Mulayam Singh should not 
talk like this. He is fortunate in that the people of this 
state have recognized him as an effective and skilled 
administrator. He should remember that he has become 
chief minister because the Congress has supported him, 
the Janata Dal is also with him, and so are some other 
parties. A war can be fought based on the caste system; 
however, one cannot celebrate victory over this system. 
Mulayam Singh is chief minister of all groups. If a 
brahmin is poor, a landlord is poor, or a Hindu is poor, 
then will this “government of the poor” ignore them? 


Lacking Dedication to Education 
94AS0178B Varanasi AJ in Hindi 13 Jan 94 p 6 


[Article by Ram Chandra Rahi: “The Main problem Is 
Not Cheating, Its the Educational System”] 


[Text] It is being said in opposition to the directive on 
cheating on examinations that the whole education 
system would be ruined by this anti-cheating in exami- 
nation law. It is being said in its support that the 
education of our students will be greatly enhanced. Is 
cheating on examinations the main problem in our 
educational system? Will this problem be resolved just 
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by quickly stopping it, or by being soft about it? People 


_ who know about the problems in our education system 


and those with some basic understanding of the rules and 
regulations of our educational system may never recog- 
nize cheating on examinations as the root cause of our 
educational problems. 


The fact is that since independence, we have been 
avoiding looking at the main problem of our educational 
system. We have been looking for some superficial 
resolutions. The main problem of our educational 
system is not cheating on examinations; it is the present 
educational system itself. It is a dreadful contradiction in 
our national life that in our independent India, the 
educational system of our slave days is still being imple- 
mented. All the educators who belong to Lord 
Macaulay’s “family” are following this slave system of 
education continuously. They are even trying to 
strengthen it. This is an established circle which is 
sometimes altered on the surface. However, all the basic 
problems remain where they are. 


The major problem with our educational system is that it 
is opposed to our personal, familial, social, and national 
life. It does not provide solutions to our problems; it has 
become a problem in itself. The students spend 18, 21, 25, 
and in some cases, as many as 30 years of the best years of 
their lives to earn this education. At the end, they get a 
certificate written on a piece of paper, which they hold in 
their hands as they wander around looking for employ- 
ment. After years of wandering, they are lucky if they 
become a cog to fit in the present system. This only 
increases One more parasite in our society. If anyone still 
has good qualities, then despite this education, he still tries 
to remain a moral person and to do his job honestly. In 
most cases, one tries to take back one’s educational invest- 
ments with interest from the government and the society. 
This is because our present educational system does not 
teach morals and religion. This system does not even make 
them capable of becoming producers and creators to help 
build their lives, society, and the country. This education 
does not stir a desire in them to take risks, become an 
active citizen, break away from the life-style of slaves, and 
strive for creating an independent, democratic, and fair 
human organization. What will we gain by making these 
superficial changes in the examination system if we keep 
this educational structure? 


When the main goal is to become a capable consumer at 
any cost and to earn money, and there is no hesitation in 
our society to do anything to achieve this goal, then 
expecting a student to be honest on the examinations 
that help him get the certificate is analogous to expecting 
the impossible. 


If we look from one perspective, there should be no 
reason for a student to fail after working in school for a 
full year. If anyone should fail, it should be either the 
teacher or the guardians, or both of them. Why cannot 
we expect a student to achieve the expected goals after 
studying for a year? Do not the guardians or the teachers 
have any responsibility? 
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It is an accepted principle in sociology that a government is 
best when it is involved in administration the least. In other 
words, there should be a minimum number of law- and 
consequence-based rules in social life. The society should 
run by its own good deeds. Education is a process of 
awakening good morals in a person. When the last step of 
this educational process, these so-called examinations, is the 
punishment, the law, and the police all in itself, we have to 
think what goals can we achieve with this kind of education. 
What will our present and future generations learn? 


Mulayam Singh Yadav has said that a committee of 
experts will be established to evaluate the present system 
and decide on a new educational system. This is a welcome 
announcement. Mulayam Singh has at least responded 
through this announcement to the accusations levied 
against him for “destroying the educational system.” How- 
ever, the basic question is not of the testing system; it is of 
the whole educational system. From the president to an 
average citizen, everyone believes, and has announced at 
one time or another, that the educational system needs an 
overhaul. Many commissions were established after inde- 
pendence, and nationwide discussions were also held. All 
the recommendations made by those commissions are still 
gathering dust somewhere. 


The Kothari Commission had recommended some basic 
and preliminary steps. Implementation of these would 
have opened a new door for educational reform—for 
example, the elimination of the degree requirement for a 
job. When one finished an educational program, the 
administrator would simply write how long the student 
had been in the course of study, and at what level he or 
she finished. The employer invites a candidate to test his 
knowledge and abilities, and to provide employment. 
The basis of employment would move from getting the 
certificates to one’s actual ability. The teacher will also 
have the pressure to teach on time and finish a level at a 
specific time. The Kothari Commission has recom- 
mended a specific school that promised equal employ- 
ment opportunities to all citizens under the Constitu- 
tion. This recommendation would help remove the 
economic discrepancy in the educational system. The 
Kothari Commission recommendations, however, are 
collecting dust in the government's records room, and 
our progress is being made in the area of education that 
prepares for various jobs, and in selling 50 percent of 
these positions for money. 


Why is it happening that even government-appointed 
commissions’ recommendations are being put in cold 
storage? Public schools (the specialist of these schools is 
that the general public cannot get admission to them) are 
implementing the recommendations made by the 
Navoday school. In a country which claims to follow 
democracy and equality in society, education that irri- 
gates the roots of differences in our society should not be 
encouraged. Why did not this question become a subject 
of the peoples’ uprising? Why are the steps to imple- 
menting the anti-cheating law considered to be providing 
balance to education and its recall destructive to the 








JPRS-NEA-94-009 
23 February 1994 


whole education system? This 1s because we want to 
avoid getting to the root of this problem. 


A veteran state leader and the education minister, who 
were criticizing the present educational system, were 
once asked by a Gandhian thinker and hard-working old 
man, “If everyone from you to the president are aware of 
the evils of the present educational system, then who is 
running this system?”’ The education ministers 

: “No one is running it. It runs by itself.” This 
incident is about 27 to 28 years old. I would like to add 
to this comment: All those who have a vested interest in 
the present system are running it. These include bureau- 
crats, rich people, and leaders. Perhaps, to an extent, all 
of us who are not able to attain our goals, but who hope 
that they will have the opportunity to achieve them some 
day are part of this problem. 


Better Than Last Time 
944S0178C Varanasi AJ in Hindi 14 Jan 94 p 12 


[Article by Amitabh Agnihotri: ““Mulayam That Was 
Mulayam”} 


[Text] On 4 January, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav fin- 
ished one month as the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. 
In this short period of one month, signs indicate that 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, who is sitting in the chief min- 
ister’s chair for the second time, appears to be politically 
more intelligent this time. He appears to be more capable 
of reading the sensitivity of the political climate now. It 
appears that he learned from his past mistakes and is 
standing on firmer ground. He has learned facts now 
after his hard work. 


Mulayam Singh is known for his own personal political 
style. This is his asset and strength. This asset is still 
intact with him. One positive indication is that the 
bragging that had previously made him a victim of 
criticism, or the political equations that made him 
unsure of himself, is decreasing now. This is Mulayam 
Singh’s changed image, who is cementing his friendship 
with Kanshi Ram. 


Mulayam Singh, who was educated in the political 
school of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, has some special 
qualities which make him important in the state politics 
despite all the criticism and accusations levied agairst 
him. The new atmosphere that came into Indian politics 
with Rajiv Gandhi somewhat escaped Mulayam Singh. 
The fact that he had a Rajiv-supported government in 
the state for some time is a separate issue. Mulayam 
Singh never joined the political “suit and safari” culture. 
From the beginning until now, he is still a swadeshi 
Mulayam Singh. He never reduced his interests and 
relations with villagers, village meetings, and farms. 


These very swadeshi connections that Mulayam Singh 
has have given him the self-confidence to take the great 
risk of jumping into the Vidhan Sabha elections in 
association with Kanshi Ram’s Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP). He ignored all the threats issued by the imams 
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and propaganda issued by the Janata family, and insisted 
on his own friendly left-wing leaders. He took the risk of 
walking alone, and was successful because his feet were 
on the ground in this state, and his fingers were on the 
pulse of the people. 


Therefore, Mulayam Singh turned a deaf ear toward them 
all and continued to walk. The political pundits wrote his 
political future before the election and made some forecasts. 
He was not affected by them, though. He says unofficially 
now, “Who believed that I would be able to form a govern- 
ment on my own? The people have given their decree now, 
though, and all their assumptions have failed.” 


Kanshi Ram has his own style. We cannot believe that 
Mulayam Singh is unaware of this style. Nor is it possible 
that he is not aware of Kanshi Ram’s political activities. 
Still, the skill he showed in keeping their coalition in 
order to establish government in this state is the result of 
his changed attitude and his political savvy. If we had the 
Mulayam Singh of the past, then there would be a large 
number of people who believed that this coalition would 
not be successful in forming a government. 


Kanshi Ram did not support the inclusion of his BSP in the 
state government. All he wanted was to support Mulayam 
Singh and to let him form the government. However, 
Mulayam Singh finally convinced him, and the BSP joined 
the government. This happened because he felt that it would 
be difficult to run a government with the BSP outside of it 
and not being responsible for the consequences. 


His attitude toward Ayodhya and Dunkel is not extremist 
now. Until yesterday, he carried the flag of a one-sided 
opinion on both these issues. He is more in control now, 
though, and is neither fighting the central government on 
Dunkel, nor is he a spokesman for the mosque politics of 
Ayodhya. The political balance that Mulayam Singh 
demonstrated on both these burning questions at least 
shows that his past experience has made him mulayam’ 
[mellow] and serious. This change in Mulayam Singh 
Yadav has occurred in several phases. He comments very 
carefully on any political question that affects the Uttar 
Pradesh political equation. He is becoming an expert on 
ignoring specific questions in a specific style. Questions 
related to his coalition party, the Bahujan Samaj Party, 
show his new style. He is fully aware of the situation that 
helped him get the chief minister’s position in the state. 
He is always aware of the importance of his friendship 
with Kanshi Ram. He tries his best to ensure that he does 
not comment on the statement made by Kanshi Ram, the 
BSP chief. Kanshi Ram’s comment, “I want an unstable 
government everywhere,” only made Mr. Yadav smile. 
He later said, “You had better ask Kanshi Ram about it.” 
On further questioning, he says that he said this about 
other places, not about Uttar Pradesh. We are fully stable 
in this state, he said. Mulayam Singh shows a lot of this 
type of political skill now. 


He avoids making political comments because, as he said 
himself, people get confused. ‘“‘When people spread confu- 
sion in the past, I stopped going to Delhi. If I come here, 
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anyone I talk to gets confused.” Who are the people who 
. confuse the issue? He does not give any names. But he 
repeats many times that he is fully with Kanshi Ram now. 


He calls what happened in the UP Vidhan Sabha on the 
first day of the session deplorable and inappropriate. 
Later, he tells the whole story off the record. 


He hints that there should be no cheating on examina- 
tions, and that his government will take some important 
steps. In unofficial talks, he says, “You see, no one will 
be able to copy at all.” 


bj 
T 


President’s Rule in Manipur, Reasons Given 


94AS0183J Bombay THE SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 2 Jan 94 p 1 


[Article: “Violence in Manipur Led to Dethi Rule”) 


[Text] Imphal, January |. The direct involvement of 
some MLAs (Member of Legislative Assembly) and 
ministers in the ongoing Kuki-Naga clashes and the 
government’s failure in tackling the deteriorating law 
and order situation, among other problems, led to the 
imposition of President’s rule in Manipur yesterday, 
according to two outgoing cabinet ministers. 
Requesting anonymity, the ex-ministers said that no one 
in the ministry thought seriously on how to tackle the 
insurgency that claimed over 450 lives in the last two 
years in the state. 


But the outgoing deputy chief minister, Mr Rishang 
Keishing, said the imposition of President’s rule would 
help the state government deal more effectively with the 
problems. There would now be no obstacle from any 
quarter, added Mr Keishing, a senior Congress leader. 


However, Mr Keishing’s view was not shared by the 
Manipur People’s Party (MPP), a coalition partner in the 
Congress-led ministry. Disapproving the imposition of 
President’s rule, Mr Kumarjit Singh, senior MPP leader 
and former deputy chairman of the state planning board, 
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said that all problems could have been solved through 
He held the popular ministry responsible for not taking 
steps (o initiate a “meeting ground” of all ethnic groups. 
SS Ge eens aaeee Goh ae 
the Nagas, could have sorted out their problems and 
differences at such a forum. President’s rule would not 
solve the problem, he added. 


Meanwhile, intelligence sources pointed out that the 
Centre was disappointed at the utter failure of the state 
government to check the rising insurgency and the wors- 
poe aS Se ae 


The internal crisis in the Congress and the MPP, the two 


the sources said. The Centre was aware of this, they added. 


Another factor hastening the Centre’s decision was the 
banned National Socialist Council of Nagaland’s 

warning to the Naga ministers and MLAs to resign by 
December 31. The Centre, however, did not succumb to 
the NSCN (National Socialist Council of Nagaland) 
pressure and imposed President’s rule, a senior Congress 
member said. 


The Centre was also aware of the case of missing 
uniforms worth over Rs 67 lakhs belonging to the 
Manipur Rifles and the involvement of the Manipur 
Rifles personnel in smuggling activities, the sources 
added. These cases were likely to be investigated by the 
CBI (Central Bureau of Investigation), they added. 


The insurgency had intensified recently with the worst- 
on security personnel in June last year in 


d the security forces could not 
effectively operate in the trouble-torn areas because of 
“political interf ” 


Bangarappa Launches Karnataka Congress Party 
94AS0183H Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English | jan 94 p 17 


[Article: “Bangarappa Floats New Party”; quotation 
marks as published] 


[Text] Bangalore, Dec. 31. The former chief minister, Mr 
S. Bangarappa, today said his new regional party, the 
Karnataka Congress, proposed to contest all the 
assembly seats in the elections. He however, added that 
the issue of having seat adjustments with political parties 
such as the Janata Dal was still open. 

Addressing a news conference here to announce the 
formal launching of his party, Mr Bangarappa said a 
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decision on the party aligning with other political parties 
would be taken by the parliamentary board of the party, 
adding that he could not make any announcement suo 
motu. “As of today the Karnataka Congress plans to field 
candidates in all the assembly questions. However, I will 
keep the matter of seat adjustment open,” he added. 


Mr Bangarappa maintained that his party was the real 
Congress as the Congress under the present leadership of 
the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, had failed 
to uphold the principles and ideologies laid down by the 
founding fathers of the party. 


Mr Bangarappa said the response from the people to his 
new regional party was overwhelming. This was one of 
the reasons for him to advance his earlier programme of 
launching his party in April in Davangere at a public 
meeting apart from the fact that there was a possibility of 
the zilla and taluk panchayat elections being announced 
any moment. 


Mr Bangarappa admitted that many regional and 
national parties launched in the past were a failure. 
However the latest trend was of regional parties and he 
was optimistic of a bright future for his party. 


To a question whether the Samajwadi and Bahujan 
Samaj party combine parties success in Uttar Pradesh 
had prompted him to launch a regional party, Mr Ban- 
garappa replied in the negative and said there was no 
need for him to go so far when regional parties such as 
the AIADMK (All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam) and the Telugu Desam had clicked in the 
neighbouring states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. 


On the decision to field candidates in all the assembly 
constituencies and whether the purpose was to defeat the 
Congress or ensure the victory of the new party’s candi- 
dates, Mr Bangarappa quipped: “Suppose the same 
members had continued in the Congress headed by Mr 
Rao, do you think they would have won? It is not a 
question of victory or defeat for the Karnataka Congress 
but a matter of principles.” 


Mr Bangarappa, however, made it clear that tickets 
would not be given to those who would want to contest 
from his party after they are denied a ticket from the 


Congress. 


Mr Bangarappa said he would be launching his campaign 
by touring the districts from January 10. This would also 
help him to gauge the situation regarding his party 
position vis-vis the other parties. 

Mr Bangarappa said he would be the president of the 
party till a president was elected in a democratic manner. 
Ad hoc executive and parliamentary committees would 
be formed shortly, he added. 


He said since his party was based on the principles and 
programmes of the traditional Congress. It would have 
the Congress flag and ‘get the symbol allotted by the 
election commission.’ 
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Mr Bangarappa, also demanded the resignation of the 
Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, on the alleged 
involvement of his family members in the multi-crore 
He said the Prime Minister had said that follow-up 
action on the report of the Joint Parliamentary com- 
mittee which went into the securities scam would be 
taken up within three months. Since the names of the 
family members of the Prime Minis.er figured in the 
report, Mr Rao had no right to order any follow-up 
action, he added. 


Record Foreign Investment Approvals in 1993 


94AS08311 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
1 Jan 94 p 20 


[Article: “Record Foreign Investment Approvals in '93""] 


[Text] New Delhi, December 31. There has been a record 
foreign investment approvals of over Rs{rupees}8,000 
crores during 1993. Investment approval figures for the 
first 11 months of 1993 were officially released on 
Thursday and these amounted to a total investment of 
Rs 7,990.62 crores—much higher than Rs 3,890 crores 
of investments approved in the whole of 1992 and Rs 
530 crores in 1991. 


Foreign direct investment approved since the announce- 
ment of the new industrial policy in August 1991 now 
amounts of Rs 12,291.53 crores. 


There has been a rise in investment from the US from Rs 
185.85 crores in 1991 to Rs 1,231.50 crores in 1992 and 
Rs 3,344.91 crores in 1993 up to November. 


Investment from the UK rose from Rs 32.1 crores in 
1991 to Rs 117.67 crores in 1992 and to Rs 608.69 crores 
in 1993. There has also been an increase in investment 
from Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, France, 


Japan and Singapore. 


Similarly, non-resident Indians (NRI) investments rose 
from Rs 19.7 crores in 1991 to Rs 439.13 crores in 1992 
and Rs 682.14 crores during the first 11 months of 1993. 


More than 90 per cent of the total investments approved 
have gone to the high priority and technology industries. 


Economic Reforms Seen Against National 
Interests 
94AS0180B Varanasi AJ in Hindi 18 Jan 94 p 6 


[Article by Nikhil Chakravarty: “Manmohan Singh’s Eco- 
nomic Policies and the New Economic Colonialism} 


[Text] The way the discussions in the Parliament were 
changed adroitly into reverential praise for Manmohan 
Singh after the tight control over the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee’s [JPC] report was issued, made one suspect 
that his resignation was a drama staged to stop the 
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attacks on his and his ministry's liberal trade policies in 
the context of the Pratibhuti fraud case. It was natural 
for one to hope that the government would show some 
alertness and efforts be made to save the nation 
from negative outcomes of the open market policy. 
However, it appears that the government has learned a 
ae yp ogh wy A LF 
test of the Joint Parliamen mmittee (JPC) 
questioning. 


Here is one example. The announcement to transfer 
State Bank chief G.B. Ramakrishna to Planning Com- 
mission was an open submission of the finance ministry 
to the stock exchange broker’s demands. Why did this 
happen? It happened because these brokers opposed Mr. 
Ramakrishna’s efforts to control and restrain the 
anarchy in trading and laundering black money in the 
stock market. The warning given by Mr. Ramniwas 
Mirdha, the head of the JPC, was accurate and timely. 
He had said that, “It was important to implement strict 
guidelines while economic reforms are carried out. Oth- 

erwise, there would be unlimited and uncontrollable 
grief” He had made it clear that due to the lack of 
monitoring system in the economic system, the open 
market approach might result in something like the 
Pratibhuti fraud. We need to remember the fact in this 
context that the JPC had approved all the State Bank 
activities carried out under Ramakrishna’s leadership. 


In this context, removal of Ramakrishna from the State 
Bank gives birth to the fear that the government is giving 
us wrong signals and that signal is that the government 
will try to appease the brokers even at the cost of losing 
investments. This is the pre-experience of these reforms 
that will be implemented in economic and banking areas 
and about which the finance minister and the prime 
minister had assured us in the Parliament. 


Within one week after the debate on the JPC report in 
the Parliament, the cabinet exposed another side of the 
Manmohan Singh economics. He had assured six foreign 
investors that they will make profits in electricity area. 
This has not been done since the East India Company. At 
that time, arrangements were made to make sure that the 
British investors make profit in the British-owned rail- 
ways system. No one has benefitted from such an 
extraordinary exemption since then. This government 
action will not only be called an act to remove all the 
hurdles faced by foreign investors but will be counted as 
an exemption given to foreign investors that was never 
made available to our own industries. 


This action clearly indicates a special preference for 
foreign investments in the Manmohan Singh economics. 
This should be called a major discrepancy in our coun- 
try’s economic strategy. Under the present system, inter- 
nationalization means unequal treatment of foreign and 
Indian investments, and special partisanship toward 
foreign investors. This bias in which foreign investments 
are favored over internal investments can definitely be 
called a new form of economic colonialism. The eco- 
nomic reasoning given in support of this action cannot 
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deceive the people now. It is said that the government 
will be more able to invest money in social programs 
with the foreign investments. This argument is totally 
dishonest because the assurance of profit given to the 
foreign investors will require cutting development 
money from the state in question. First, the foreign 
investors have been promised 16 percent profit and this 
will be paid in dollars. Second, the electricity generated 
by these foreign companies will not cost less then three 
rupees per unit, which is three times more expensive 
than the one rupee rate at present. It is clear that in order 
to make the promised 16 percent profit to the foreign 
investors, they will exploit the state government on 
the one side and on the other side, the consumers will 
have to bear the burden of 300 percent increase in 
electricity price. 


In the light of these facts, it is clear that the government 
is avoiding telling the people the real meaning of gov- 
ernment’s submission in front of the foreign companies. 
Any democratic government is expected to present such 
a proposal for approval at the legislative level as it calls 
for a major change in policy. This main change is not 
about the question of open market, but of giving special 
treatment to foreign investors. These are special privi- 
leges which have not been provided to internal investors. 
Heavy dependence on foreign debts is on one side and 
assurance of profit to foreign investors is on the other 
side. Do we need to do anything else to mortgage our 
country’s economic future? The JPC has clearly estab- 
lished that foreign banks have played a decisive role in 
both the Pratibhuti fraud and the stock market fraud. In 
such a situation, any self-respecting government is 
expected to take action against these foreign banks to 
stop their mischievous act. The finance minister had also 
promised during the debate on the JPC report in the 
House that he will not allow these banks to take away the 
profits made in the Pratibhuti fraud case. However, the 
finance ministry has not taken any concrete step to 
regulate the activities of these foreign banks operating 
here. It would be foolish to expect the finance ministry to 
take action against the banks operating here because of 
its favorable leaning toward these banks. Keeping in 
mind its leaning and its record, we can expect it to 
support and defend the foreign banks at any cost. The 
finance ministry under the leadership of Manmohan 
Singh has set its mind to help the interests of foreign 
investors over protecting our country’s interests and 
self-respect. 


In this atmosphere of derogatory and insulting submis- 
sion to foreign investors, the finance ministry has 
opened another area to foreign investors through the 
Malhotra Commission report in which privatization of 
insurance industry has been lauded. The social goals 
inherent in nationalization of the Life Insurance Corpo- 
ration soon will be forgotten. After implementing this 
plan, the next target of Dr. Manmohan Singh definitely 
will be the banks. After privatization of these banks, the 
work of driving another nail in the coffin of mixed 
economy will be complete. At this rate. the railways 
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should also be in the list of privatization, and if this 
happens, the foreign investors will be receiving a major 
award. If the public sector is facing this fate, why should 
we deprive the maharajahs of their privy purses? 


During this time, some indications of the worries that 
our economic system will cause have surfaced. The 
average rate of industrial growth is stuck at 2 percent for 
the last three years. This rate during the 80s was 8 or 9 
percent. The rate of growth of investment property is at 
the level of 12 percent. There has been no significant 
increase in the earnings from imports. The praise of our 
finance minister being lavished by national and foreign 
investors cannot assure whether his February budget will 
be welcomed warmly. It is possible that the major 
investors will be given new tax incentives, but what will 
be done for the masses who make the majority of our 
democracy? If Manmohan Singh tries to implement his 
policy for which he has expressed his commitment to the 
World Bank, he would be putting the existence of this 


government in danger. 


Reasons for Satellite Launch Failure Given 
94AS0183L Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Jan 94 p 7 


[Article: “Software Error Led to PSLV Failure, Says 
Probe” 


{Text] Bangalore, Jan. 3. The Failure Analysis Com- 
mittee (FAC), constituted to look into the cause of 
failure of the first development flight of PSLV (Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle) (PSLV-D1) which took place 
on September 20, has submitted its report to the 
Chairman, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 


The national level committee, chaired by Mr. N. Pant, 
member of the Space Commission, included experts 
from academic and R&D institutions in the country, 
besides ISRO. The analysis and the recommendations 
were reviewed in detail by Prof. U.R. Rao, Chairman, 
ISRO along with senior experts from both within and 
outside ISRO. 


Based on the analysis of the extensive telemetry data 
from the flight, the committee has confirmed that all the 
major systems, which had been integrated in the PSLV, 
including the giant solid booster and the liquid propul- 
sion systems flight tested for the first time, had worked 
as planned and that there were no serious lacunae in the 
design of the vehicle: PSLV-D1 would have achieved the 
intended orbit but for a minor deficiency. 


The committee has said the failure of PSLV-D1 to reach 
the intended orbit was primarily due to a software error 
in the pitch control loop of the onboard guidance and 
control processor, which occurs only when the control 
command exceeds the specified maximum limiting 
value. 


The present limit value was exceeded due to the distur- 
bances experienced during transition between the second 
and third stages of the rocket. These disturbances were 
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caused by the programmed gimbal pulling of the second 
stage, 3.7 seconds before the ignition of the third stage, 
leaving the disturbances during the above period of the 
second stage tail-off uncorrected. Also the failure of two 
small retro rockets led to a contact between second and 
third stages, during the separation of the second stage. 
The committee has further said that in spite of the 
disturbances, the PSLV rocket design is so rugged that it 
would have reached the intended orbit but for the 
software error. 


The major recommendations of the committee, conse- 
quently are to rectify the software implementation error 
and to delay the pulling of the second stage by about 2.0 
50 2.5 seconds. [sentence as published] The committee 
has said that the deficiencies noted and the modifica- 
tions suggested are quite normal for the first few devel- 
opmental flights of a large complex system like PSLV 
and ISRO should have no difficulty in operationalising 
the PSLV launch vehicle very soon. 


Preparations have begun for the next developmental 
flight of PSLV targeted for the third quarter of 1994, 
after implementing the committee’s recommendations. 


Science and Technology Committee Established 


94AS0183P Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 5 Jan 94 p 11 


[Article: “Panel Set Up on Science & Technology’’} 


[Text] Jaipur, Jan 4 (PTI): The Government has set up a 
Cabinet Committee on Science and Technology (CCST) 
under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister to provide 
policy directives and approve integrated programmes, 
the Department of Science and Technology has 
announced. 


The formation of the CCST was announced here on 
Tuesday by the Secretary of the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), Dr P. Rama Rao, at a function 
where le released a report of the task force on recom- 
mendations of the 80th Indian Science Congress held in 
Goa in 1993. 


The cabinet committee would include ministers of the 
Human Resource Development (HRD), Agriculture, 
Finance and Defence, besides the Deputy Chairman of 
the Planning Commission, Ministers of State of 
Industry, Rural Development and science and 
technology. 


The CCST would decide on policies and programmes 
key areas in industry, agriculture, and other economic 
sectors, with emphasis on joint action by various 
departments. 


The Government has also set up an empowered com- 
mittee of secretaries on science and technology under the 
chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary, with secretaries 
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of Agriculture, Expenditure, Atomic Energy, Space, Elec- 
tronics, Ocean Development and Biotechnology. 


It would also include secretaries of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO), Department 
of Agricultural Research and Extension (DARE), Plan- 
ning Commission and DST, as its members. 


Based on recommendations of the 80th session of the 
Indian Science Congress in Goa, the Department of 
Space has launched a project called the “Integrated 
Mission for Sustainable Development” (IMSD) covering 
158 districts to promote sustainable development 
through optimal use of land and water resources. 


The long-term objective of the project is to provide 
site-specific solutions, taking into account the land capa- 
bility, socio-economic conditions in an area, and avail- 


ability of recent local technologies. 


The Department of Space has also initiated programme 
on geosphere biosphere studies to understand better the 
land-ocean atmospheric processes as influenced by the 
biosphere. 

The task force report says that the Indian Council of 
Medical Research has set up an expert group to formu- 
late guidelines on various claims being made on the 
efficacy of Indigenous medicines in HIV infection and 
AIDS. 


IRAN 


Iranians Kicked Out of Japan for Uniawful 
Employment 

94LA0078G Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’ in Persian 
5 Jan 94 p 4 


[Text] Tehran—IRNA. 7 Dey [28 December] The Japa- 
nese Ministry of Justice announced that during the two 
months of September and October (10 Shahrivar to 10 
Aban) 272 Iranians were expelled from Japan for the 
crime of illegal employment. 


The Associated Press reports that during these two 
months police agents raided Iranian worker gathering 
places in Tokyo and other large cities in Japan and 
expelled 2,697 foreign workers, including 999 women. 

Most of the statistics on expelled workers pertain to Thai 


citizens (632 people). Iranians, with a total of 372 [as 
mang are the fourth-largest group of expelled 


In the year 1991 A.D., of the 32,908 foreigners expelled 
from Japan for illegal employment, 7,700 were Iranian. 
At the same time, a small number of Japanese citizens 
oppose the Tokyo government's policy of expelling for- 
eign workers and they consider it to be a kind of 
selfishness. 
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Several days ago 100 Japanese demonstrated asking the 
government to permit foreigners to work in order to 
obtain cheap manpower, and not to expel them. 


IRI Sets Up Field Hospital for Azeri Refugees 


94LA0078D Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’I in Persian 
29 Dec 93 p7 


[Text] Tehran—KEYHAN News Service. 4 Dey [25 
December] Continuing Iran’s food and drug aid to 
100,000 Azeri refugees residing in the border area 
between Iran and Azerbaijan at the Imeshli Camp, a new 
field hospital will be opened at this camp by Iran. 


KEYHAN’s correspondents sent to Baku report that the 
Iran Red Crescent Society will pay all the costs of 
building and starting this hospital, and in addition an 
cight-person medical team has been sent to the Imam 
Hoseyn Camp in this area to provide health care and 
treatment services to the refugees. 


In discussing their observations at the Azeri refugee 
camps, the Iranian physicians announced: The spread of 
skin diseases among the Azeri refugees is seriously 
threatening the lives of thousands of innocent people. 
Radio Baku reported that thousands of Azeri refugees 
have been infected with skin diseases. Quoting an Ira- 
nian physician, it said: The lack of field bath houses, hot 
water, washing and cleaning materials and che failure to 
observe the principles of hygiene are considered to be 
among the causes for the spread of these diseases. 


According to Radio Baku, despite the ceaseless efforts of 
Iran’s medical teams at the camps, due to the failure to 
receive international aid, Azeri war victims are not in 
good health and are suffering from diseases such as 
malnutrition, pneumonia, and chlorosis. 


Chinese To Cooperate in Building of Cement 
Factory 


94LA0078C Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’ in Persian 
29 Dec 93 p 7 


[Text] Tehran—2 Dey [23 December] The contract to 
build a cement factory on Qeshm Island and the protocol 
to ship goods between Turkmenistan and the Qeshm 
Free Zone has been signed by regional officials and the 
officials of China and Turkmenistan. 


The public relations office of the Qeshm Free Trade 
Zone reports that based on the contract signed by the 
deputy director of the Qeshm Free Trade Zone and 
officials of the China Import and Export Union, execu- 
tive operations to build a cement factory in this region 
will soon begin. 


The first phase of this factory’s construction will include 
a “Klinker” milling linc, and cement packaging will 
begin within 10 months with daily production of 
250 tons. 
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The raw materials for this factory will be obtained from 
Qeshm Island mines and in the final phase its produc- 
tion will reach 700 tons of cement per day. The total cost 
of the project is $11 million. 


Thirty percent of the cost of building the above factory 
will be paid by the Qeshm Free Trade Zone and the other 
70 percent will be paid by the Former Prisoners of War 
Self-Sufficiency Organization. The Chinese side is the 
designer and procurer of the machinery required. 

The report from this public relations office also states: 
The protocol to ship goods between Turkmenistan and 
the Qeshm Free Zone was signed recently between the 
deputy directory of the Qeshm Free Trade Zone and the 
Turkmenistan minister and deputy minister of 
commerce. 


Based on this agreement, Turkmenistan may use the port 
facilities at the Qeshm Free Trade Zone to import and 
export its goods and to ship goods by land and sea to 
Qeshm Island and back via the islamic Republic of Iran 


The two sides also agreed that freight trucks may cross 
the territory of the two countries and that goods desired 
by the two sides may be shipped to the Qeshm Free 
Trade Zone and back by land and sea. 


Iranian Exports to U.K. Doubled Last Year 


94LA0078J Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’I in Persian 
12 Jan 94 p 10 


[Text] London—IRNA—14 Dey—4 January— 
Commercial exchanges between Iran and England 
declined significantly last year and in this process the 
English suffered losses because along with the reduction 
in Iran’s imports from England, Iran’s exports to this 
country doubled. 


Based on the latest statistics published by the English 
Ministry of Commercial Industries, the value of the 
commercial exchanges between this country and Iran in 
the first 10 months of 1993, 9 Dey 1371 to Mehr 1372 
[30 December 1992 to September 1993], declined 44 
percent, decreasing in value from £[pound sterling}! .152 
billion to £643 million. 


During the same period Iran’s exports to England 
increased from £116 million to £226 million, a growth of 
95 percent, while Iran’s imports from declined 
15 percent, decreasing from £489 million to £417 mil- 
lion. Consequently, Iran’s trade deficit with England 
decreased in the first 10 months of 1992 from about 
£372 million to £191 million. 


The increase in Iran’s food exports to England is one of 
the most important factors in the improvement of Iran’s 
balance of trade with this country. Another factor in the 
improvement of Iran’s balance of trade with England is 
the increase in the volume of oil exports to this country. 
In the first six months of 1992 the value of these exports 
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was about £50 million, while in the first six months of 
the year 1993 it was more than $125 million. 


Paper on ‘Comical’ Interview on ’Abdi’s Arrest 


94LA0078A Stockholm NAMEH-YE MARDOM 
in Persian 9 Nov 93 p 4 


[Text] Following widespread reports on the arrest of 
Abbas ’Abdi, a member of SALAM’s editorial council 
and recent remarks by Yazdi, chief of the judicial power 
concerning the immediate investigation of this matter, 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Ra’ isi, Islamic revolutionary prosecutor, 
gave a press conference in Tehran on 5 Aban [27 
October] in which he made some very interesting points 
on this matter. In this interview he made ridiculous 
claims about the Islamic Republic’s defense of freedom 
of the press. For example, he said: We believe in freedom 
of the press, freedom of the pen, freedom of speech, and 
the freedoms that are in the law. We believe that the 
sacred sanctuary of the press must be preserved, and 
those who disrupt this sacred sanctuary will be dealt 
with. This dealing is not by any means with the press, but 
is for the purpose of strengthening freedom of the pen. 


He then discussed *Abdi’s arrest, the relationship 
between this arrest and freedom of the press, and the 
question of what this person’s crime really was. Among 
other things, he said: “It is not clear how correct this is in 
the eye of public opinion. His crimes will certainly be 
discussed when it is appropriate, and when necessary he 
will go to trial...” 


Mr. Ra’isi was asked repeatedly by various correspon- 
dents about what his crime really is, whether the accu- 
sations are only for the press or otherwise and why they 
have kept him in solitary confinement for 66 days 
without allowing visitors. He was not willing to give a 
proper answer. He only emphasized: “Because his crime 
was not announced, it is not known to you, but his crime 
is known clearly to the revolutionary prosecutor. How- 
ever, concerning the manner of dealing with it, including 
visitors, detention and interrogation, you certainly must 
know that the legal regulations will be observed for him 
the same as they are for other defendants.” 


In other words, based on the laws the security organiza- 
tions of the Islamic Republic act upon, the defendant is 
savagely tortured to the point of death. He “confesses” 
to crimes not committed and then goes to “court.” In 
view of the fact that in violation of the Constitution of 
the Islamic Republic the defendant is imprisoned for a 
long period without access to a defense lawyer, talk of 
“defense of freedoms,” and by one of the regime’s agents 
at that, can be nothing more than a horrifying joke. 


In any case, what can be said right now is that Engineer 
*Abdi’s friends are conducting behind the scenes negoti- 
ations to free him, and with the results of these negoti- 
ations it will be clear whether he will be freed or whether 
he will “confess” to crimes he did not commit, like tens 
of other victims. 











” SOUTH ASIA 


Foruzesh on Protecting Production, New 
_ Appointment 

94LA0073C Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 
in Persian 16 Jan 94 p 11 


[Text] Hamadan. JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI. The min- 
ister of construction jihad in a session introducing the 
new head of the Construction Jihad of Hamadan Prov- 
ince said: Of the gross national product [GNP], 27 
percent is from the agricultural sector. 


Mr. Foruzesh in this session referred to the present 
situation of the country and the various tricks of the 
enemies to weaken the revolution and, emphasizing 
conservation in all areas, said: The leader has considered 
the presence of the clerics in the jihad for the purpose of 
advice, encouragement, and guidance of jihad members 
very necessary and said that clerics representing the 
religious guardian must seriously avoid interfering in 
executive affairs. 


The minister of construction jihad pointed out the 
importance of the agricultural sector and said: The 
agricultural sector accounts for 27 percent of the GNP, 
and of 13 million jobs in the country more than 3 million 
are in the agricultural sector. 


In regards to support for domestic products, he said: Of 
the 225,000 tons of projected imported meat in the Plan, 
less than 70,000 tons have been imported. At the same 
time, in the course of the Plan, the meat production 
capacity of the country has increased from 520,000 tons 
to 625,000 tons, which is a 19-percent growth, and it is 
anticipated that this figure will reach 750,000 tons by the 
end of the Second Plan. 


He said: Also, the production of chicken has increased 
from 300,000 tons to 520,000 tons, a 73-percent 
increase, which by the end of the Second Plan will reach 
800,000 tons. 


Stating that the ban on cheese imports has prevented the 
import of 20,000 tons of cheese, he called this a step 
toward support of the dairy industries and said: Rumors 
concerning domestic cheese causing disease are abso- 
lutely baseless; the safety of domestic cheese has been 
verified by related experts. 


Mr. Foruzesh also referring to the accomplishments in 
regards to revitalization of natural resources and forest 
planting in the province of Hamadan, considered these 
actions very important, and stating that a significant 
amount of funds has been projected for the province of 
Hamadan for next year, he praised and thanked the 
governor general and other officials of this province for 
their efforts and attention. 


In conclusion, the minister of construction jihad intro- 
duced Mr. Amir as the new head of the Construction 
Jihad of Hamadan Province and praised Mr. Safa’i, the 
previous supervisor, for his hard work. 
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Our correspondent’s report indicates that in the contin- 
uation of this session, which was held in the presence of 
Mr. Sadatian, the deputy of the people of Hamadan in 
the Majles, several directors of the executive organiza- 
tion, and a large number of Guard Corps members of the 
province of Hamadan, referring to the potential 
resources of Hamadan Province, he evaluated invest- 
ment in this province very positively and asked for more 
support by the officials for the investments in this 
province. 


IRGC Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization 
Detailed 

94LA0073B Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
16 Jan 94 p 2 


[Interview with Engineer Reza Irankhah, head of the 
Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization of the Islamic Rev- 
olution Guard Corps, by JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI on 
Guard Corps Day; place not given] 


[Text] IRNA. The first two-passenger helicopter 
designed and manufactured by the Self-Sufficiency 
Jihad Organization of the Guard Corps of the Islamic 
Revolution will be ready for flight by the end of 1372 
{20 March 1994]. - 


Engineer Reza Irankhah, the head of the Self- 
Sufficiency Jihad Organization of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion Guard Corps, made this announcement in an 
exclusive interview with our correspondent on the 
occasion of Guard Corps Day and said: All the parts of 
this helicopter, except for its engine, have been manu- 
factured domestically. 


Stating the goals and the mission of the Self-Sufficiency 
Jihad Organization of the Guard Corps, Engineer 
Irankhah said: Carrying out military research, recon- 
struction, and construction of military equipment needs 
and construction of buildings needed by the Guard 
Corps are among the most important activities of this 
organization. 


He added: The Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization of 
the Guard Corps, based on Note 9 of the First Five-Year 
Pian law, which considers the participation of the 
defense forces in the construction of the country neces- 
sary, is actively involved in the reconstruction of the 
country and in this way procures some of the budget 
needed by the Guard Corps. 


The head of the Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization of 
the Guard Corps mentioned the volume of current 
projects and contracts of the organization to be 110 
billion rials[Ris] and added: Of these projects and con- 
tracts, 60 percent will be in the developmental sector, 30 
percent in industries, and the remaining 10 percent in 
service sectors. 


Referring to the use of advanced technology in space 
construction, in the developmental activities of this 
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organization, Engineer Irankhah said: The Self- 
Sufficiency Jihad Organization of the Guard Corps has 
completed or is completing the construction of the 
minarets and domes of the holy shrine of the Imam, the 
testing of the desalination plant pool, the warehouse of 
Kish Airport, which is 22,000 square meters, the Urmia 
Athletic Center, and the ceiling of the Friday Prayer Hall 
at the University of Tehran. 


He added: The reconstruction of the large Khorramshahr 
Bridge, implementation of water outreach and natural 
gas pipes, mass production of housing, and the construc- 
tion of schools and factories in the war-stricken and 
deprived regions are among the activities of this organi- 
zation. He mentioned the volume of the developmental 
contracts of the Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization of 
the Guard Corps to be Rls65 billion. 


The head of the Self-Sufficiency Organization of the 
Guard Corps mentioned the industrial projects of this 
organization, among them the design and manufacture 
of 6-cylinder engines for the first time in the. country, 
and said: The 6-cylinder engine manufactured is 30 
percent cheaper than the similar foreign product, and 
this organization at the present is designing and building 
4-cylinder engines for vehicles. 


He added: Another industrial production of this organi- 
zation is the building of a device that enables gasoline 
engines of various vehicles to be able to also use natural 
gas. Mass production of this device has begun, and it will 
be ready for sale in early Khordad 1373 [May 1994]. 


Engineer Irankhah mentioned the design, manufacture, 
and mass production of agricultural machinery among 
the other activities of the Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organi- 
zation in the industries sector and said: In the area of 
providing a variety of equipment needed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, such as grain seeders and deep planters, 
agreements have been signed that are being carried out at 
the present time. 


He added: This equipment will be provided at less than 
half the price of their foreign counterparts for the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, and in this way a significant amount 
of foreign currency will be conserved. 


The head of the Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization of 
the Guard Corps estimated initial investments of this 
organization in the production of agricultural equipment 
to be Ris5 billion and said: Other industrial machinery, 
such as stone crushers, sand equipment, mine pounders, 
and mine sweepers, various lathes, various industrial 
parts, such as tractor bushings and pistons (rings), var- 
ious hydraulic pumps, reinforced concrete blocks, and 
industrial coils are also produced in the factories of the 
Self-Sufficiency Jihad Organization. 


He also mentioned the production of boats and floaters, 
landing crafts, and cargo and military vessels among the 
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naval products of this organization and said: The imple- 
mentation of the Laft Dock Project by the Self- 
Sufficiency Jihad Organization of the Guard Corps is 
about to be completed. 


Emphasizing the capability of conversion of the indus- 
tries of the Self-Sufficiency Organization of the Guard 
Corps to military industries, Engineer Irankhah said: 
Whenever it is necessary all the active industries of the 
organization can place their production lines fully at the 
Cisposal of military production. The Self-Sufficiency 
Jihad Organization of the.Guard Corps officially began 
working in Shahrivar 1369 (23 August-22 September 
1990] with the approval of the grand leader. 


This organization has 22 executive, industrial lines in 
Tehran and other provinces, which are operated under 
the central supervision of the headquarters of the 
organization under the name of the “Self-Sufficiency 
Complex.” 


Mobarakeh’s Molten Steel Production Up 


94LA0071B Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
15 Jan 94 p 13 


[Text] Simultaneous with the first anniversary of the 
operation of Mobarakeh Steel, the level of production of 
moiten steel during the period of start-up and operation 
of this complex crossed over the 1|.2- million-ton mark. 


According to a report by the Central News Unit, the 
products of the Mobarakeh Steel Complex include 
heated and cold billets in the form of coils and sheets. 
The heated products are mainly used in profile, pipe, 
cylinder, and storage tank manufacturing and the cold 
products in car and radiator manufacturing and house- 
hold product industries. 


The heated products of this complex are produced from 
1.5-16 mm thick and 600-1,880 mm wide and the cold 
products from 0.18-3 mm thick and 600-1 ,520 mm wide. 
Our correspondent adds in his report that the level of 
molten steel of the Steel Manufacturing Unit of the 
Mobarakeh Steel Complex during the period of start-up 
and operation is 1,214,000 tons. 


Also, despite the limited operations, the Mobarakeh 
Steel Complex has so far succeeded in exporting 174,500 
tons of its products in the form of heated steel and coils 
to China, Italy, and Thailand. 


Aqazdeh on Natural Gas Production 


94LA0078K Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA'l in English 
12 Jan 94 p 31 


[Text] Rasht (IRNA) - Oil Minister Gholam-Reza 
Aqazadeh said last Saturday that Iran produces four 
million barrels of oil per day, while production of natural 
gas stands at 110m cubic meters. 


For the time being, he said, 12m Iranians use gas for 
domestic purposes. 
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Currently 180 towns and cities in Iran have been sup- 
_ plied with city gas and another 20 towns and cities are to 
have tapped gas by late March this year, he added. 


Aqazadeh was speaking in the Astaneh Ashrafiyeh town 
in this Caspian Sea province where he inaugurated a 
piped gas network for the towns of Roudsar, Siahkal, 
Koumeleh and Astaneh Ashrafiyeh. 


He said that since March 21, 1993 as much as six million 
tons of petrochemical products have been produced in 
Iran and this amount is to rise to 12m tons a year in 
1995. 


The oil minister predicted that by the end of the Second 
National Development Plan the nation would earn 
between Rls.[rials] 2,500 to 3,000b in foreign revenue for 
the sale of petrochemical products which will mean a 
saving in dollar expenditures of between 2.5 and 3b. 


Most Mineral Deposits Transferred to Private 
Sector 


94L.A0078B Stockholm NAMEH-YE MARDOM 
in Persian 9 Nov 93 p 4 


[Text] Mr. Golestaneh, deputy director of the Ministry 
of Mines and Metals’ Office of Mines Exploration, 
announced in Tehran: Since the beginning of the First 
Five-Year Plan more than 90 percent of the govern- 
ment’s mines have been transferred to cooperatives, 
legal entities and real individuals and relevant indus- 
tries. Based on the same report, in the first six months of 
the current year [21 March-23 September 1993] 338,000 
tons of ores valued at $22 million and various types of 
concentrated metals valued at $320 million have been 
exported. In the same interview Golestaneh added that 
the number of exploitable mines in the country increased 
from 800 at the beginning of the First Five-Year Plan to 
1,400 mines at the present time. 


In this interview Mr. Golestaneh did not announce what 
mines were transferred to the nongovernment sector. In 
recent years it has been the policy of the Islamic 
Republic to auction the nation’s mines without proper 
planning to make real use of the nation’s natural 
resources, which are considered the wealth of our people. 


Warning to Producers of Pornographic Videos 


94LA0078I Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’I in Persian 
12 Jan 94 p 4 


[Text] Tehran. KEYHAN-E HAVA’I News Service—15 
Dey [5 January] The deputy minister of guidance for 
parliamentary affairs gave an interview to KEYHAN’s 
correspondent in which he discussed the provision of the 
death penalty for producers of immoral films. He said: 
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Only those who are the main agents in the production, 
reproduction or distribution of films showing nude 
women and men or sexual relations and who have been 
arrested three times for this crime will be called corrupt 
on the earth and condemned to death. 


’Ezzatollah Zarghami, deputy minister of guidance for 
parliamentary affairs, discussed the conditions for 
issuing a death sentence for these kinds of criminals. He 
added: The Law Increasing Penalties for Producers, 
Distributors, and Reproducers of Unauthorized Video- 
tapes and Images, recently passed by the Majles, states 
clearly that the death penalty applies those who know- 
ingly do this, using the resources of international net- 
works and with the goal of society’s moral deviation. 


In this regard he explained: In our view people like this 
are no different than narcotics smugglers and those take 
armed action to destroy the government of the Islamic 
Republic. 


In answer to the negative propaganda by some media 
from Western nations concerning the law increasing 
penalties for those involved in the production, reproduc- 
tion, and distribution of vulgar films, he said: As long as 
the Western nations trample the primary principles of 
freedom and democracy and will not even tolerate the 
presence of four veiled girls in their schools, they are in 
no position to dictate the observance of human rights to 
other societies. 

According to the deputy minister of guidance for parlia- 
mentary affairs, based on the law approved by the 
Majles, individuals who use children for the storage, sale 
and reproduction of tapes of immoral films will also be 
subject to the prescribed penalties. 


Likewise, secondary agents involved in the distribution 
of tapes of this kind will be sentenced under the law to 
cash fines and prison terms. 


Zarghami was asked: “In the end, are video tapes autho- 
rized or not?” In answer he emphasized the need for 
planning for proper use of videos and added: At the same 
time, because of the sensitivity of the matter, there must 
be controls in place to prevent abuses in this area. 


He discussed the decision by the Ministry of Guidance to 
authorize the establishment of “‘Video Societies” in the 
cities. Concerning the requirements for obtaining this 
authorization, he said: Great care is being exercised in 
the selection of qualified individuals among the appli- 
cants to establish video centers. In this regard priority 
goes to reputable revolutionary individuals who are 
basijis, veterans and members of families of martyrs. 
According to Zarghami, video tapes have already been 
produced and made ready for distribution of 100 films of 
various kinds. 
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